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Article 26
Where the debtor performs his obligation after the expi­

ration of the limitation period, he shall not on that ground 
be entitled in any way to claim restitution even if he did 
not know at the time when he performed his obligation that 
the limitation period had expired.

Article 27
The expiration of the limitation period with respect to 

a principal debt shall have the same effect with respect to 
an obligation to pay interest on that debt.

Calculation of the period 

Article 28
1. The limitation period shall be calculated in such a way 

that it shall expire at the end of the day which corresponds 
to the date on which the period commenced to run. If there 
is no such corresponding date, the period shall expire at the 
end of the last day of the last month of the limitation period.

2. The limitation period shall be calculated by reference 
to the date of the place where the legal proceedings are 
instituted.

Article 29
Where the last day of the limitation period falls on an 

official holiday or other dies non juridicus precluding the 
appropriate legal action in the jurisdiction where the credi­
tor institutes legal proceedings or asserts a claim as envisa­
ged in article 13, 14 or 15, the limitation period shall be 
extended so as not to expire until the end of the first day 
following that official holiday or dies non juridicus on which 
such proceedings could be instituted or on which such a 
claim could be asserted in that jurisdiction.

International effect 

Article 30
The acts and circumstances referred to in articles 13 

through 19 which have taken place in one Contracting State 
shall have effect for the purposes of this Convention in 
another Contracting State, provided that the creditor has ta­
ken all reasonable steps to ensure that the debtor is informed 
of the relevant act or circumstances as soon as possible.

PART II. IMPLEMENTATION 

Article 31
1. If a Contracting State has two or more territorial units 

in which, according to its constitution, different systems of 
law are applicable in relation to the matters dealt with in 
this Convention, it may, at the time of signature, ratification 
or accession, declare ■ that his Convention shall extend to 
all its territorial units or only to one or more of them, and 
may amend its declaration by submitting another declaration 
at any time.

2. These declarations shall be notified to the Secretary- 
General of the United Nations and shall state expressly the 
territorial units to which the Convention applies.

3. If a Contracting State described in paragraph (1) of this 
article makes no declaration at the time of signature, rati­
fication or accession, the Convention shall have effect within 
all territorial units of that State.

. Article 32

Where in this Convention reference is made to the law of 
a State in which different systems of law apply, such reference 
shall be construed to mean the law of the particular legal 
system concerned.

Article 33
Each Contracting State shall apply the provisions of this 

Convention to contracts concluded on or after the date of 
the entry into force of this Convention.

PART III. DECLARATIONS AND RESERVATIONS

Article 34
Two or more Contracting States may at any time declare 

that contracts of sale between a seller having a place of 
business in one of these States and a buyer having a place 
of business in another of these States shall not be governed 
by this Convention, because they apply to the matters go­
verned by this Convention the same or closely related legal 
rules.

Article 35
A Contracting State may declare, at the time of the deposit 

of its instrument of ratifcation or accession, that it will 
not apply the .provisions of this Convention to actions for 
annulment of the contract.

Article 36

Any State may declare, at the time of the deposit of its 
instrument of ratification or accession, that it shall not be 
compelled to apply the provisions of article 24 of this Con­
vention.

Article 37
This Convention shall not prevail over conventions already 

entered into or which may be entered into, and which con­
tain provisions concerning the matters covered by this Con­
vention, provided that the seller and buyer have their places 
of business in States parties to such a convention.

Article 38
1. A Contracting State which is a party to an existing con­

vention relating to the international sale of goods may de­
clare, at the time of the deposit of its instrument of ratifi­
cation or accession, that it will apply this Convention ex­
clusively to contracts of international sale of goods as defined 
in such existing convention.

2. Such declaration shall cease to be effective on the first 
day of the month following the expiration of 12 months after 
a new convention on the international sale of goods, con­
cluded under the auspices of the United Nations, shall 
have entered into force.

Article 39

No reservation other than those made in accordance with 
articles 34, 35, 36 and 38 shall be permitted.

Article 40
1. Declarations made under this Convention shall be ad­

dressed to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and 
shall take effect simultaneously with the entry of this Con­
vention into force in respect of the State concerned, except 
declarations made thereafter. The latter declarations shall 
take effect on the first day of the month following the ex­
piration of six months after the date of their receipt by the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

2. Any State which has made a declaration under this 
Convention may withdraw it at any time by a notification 
addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 
Such withdrawal shall take effect on the first day of the 
month following the expiration of six months after the date 
of the receipt of the notification by the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations. In the case of a declaration made under 
article 34 of this Convention, such withdrawal shall also 
render inoperative, as from the date on which the withdra­
wal takes effect, any reciprocal declaration made by another 
State under that article.


