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2.- In the absence of any such provision, arbitral proceed- Article 20
ings shall - be deemed. tor dcommienge” on the date on .Wh}Ch 1. Where the debtor, before the expiration of the limita-
a request that the claim in dispute be referred to arbitration tion period, acknowledges in writing his obligation to the
is delivered at the habitual residence or place of business of | ... = ’ new limitation period of four years shall. com-

if he has no such residence or place of
last known residence or place of busi-

the other party or,
business, then at his
ness. -

Article 15

In any legal proceedings other than those mentioned in
articles 13 and 14, including legal proceedings commenced
upon the occurrence of: ‘

(a) the death or incapacity of the debtor,

(b)* the bankruptcy or any state of insolvency affecting the
whole of the property of the debtor, or ’

(c) the dissolution or liquidation of a corporation, com-
pany, partnership, association or entity when it is the debtor,
the limitation period shall cease to run when the creditor
asserts his claim in such proceedings for the purpose of
obtaining satisfaction or recognition of the claim, subject to
the law governing the proceedings.

Article 16

For the purposes of articles 13, 14 and 15, any act perfor-
med by way of counterclaim shall be . deemed to have been
performed on “the same date as the act performed in relation
to the claim against which the counterclaim is raised, pro-
vided that both the claim and the counterclaim relate to the
same contract or to several contracts concluded in the course
of the same transaction.

Article 17

I. Where a claim has been asserted in legal proceedings
within the limitation period in accordance with article 13,
14, 15 or 16, but such legal proceedings have ended without
a decision binding on the merits of the claim, the limitation
period shall be deemed to have continued to run.

2. If, at the time such legal proceedings ended, the limita-
tion period has expired or has less than one year to run,
the - creditor shall be entitled to a period of one year from
the date on which the legal proceedings ended.

Article 18
1. Where legal proceedings have been commenced against
one debtor, the limitation - period prescribed in this Conven-
tion shall - cease to run against any other party jointly and
severally liable with the debtor, provided that the creditor
informs such party in writing within that period that the

proceedings have been commenced.

2. Wheré legal .proceedings have been commenced by a
subpurchaser against the buyer, the limitation period prescrib-
ed in this Convention shall cease to run in relation to the
buyer’s claim over against the seller, if the buyer informs
the seller in writing within that period that the proceedings
have been commenced. )

3. Where the legal proceedings referred to in paragraphs 1
and 2 of this article have ended, the limitation period in
respect of -the claim of the creditor or the buyer against the
party jointly and severally liable -or against the seller shall
be deemed not to have ceased running by virtue of para-
graphs 1 and 2 of this article, but the creditor or the buyer
shall be entitled to an additional year from the date on
which the legal proceedings ended, if at that time the limi-
tation period had expired or had less than one year to run.

Article 19

Where ‘the creditor performs, in the State in which the
debtor has his place of business and before the expiration
of the limitation period, any act, other than the acts descri-
bed in articles 13, 14, 15 and 16, which under the law of that
State has the - effect of recommencing a limitation period, a
new limitation period of four years shall commence on the
date prescribed by that law.

mence to run from the date of such acknowledgement.

2. Payment of interest or partial performance of an obli-
gation by the debtor shall have the same effect as an acknow-
ledgement under paragraph (1) of this article if it can rea-
sonably be inferred from such payment or performance that
the debtor acknowledges that obligation.

Article 21

Where, as a result of a circumstance which is beyond the
control of the creditor and which he could neither avoid nor
overcome, the creditor has been prevented from causing the
limitation period to cease to run, the limitation period shall

-be extended so as not to expire before the expiration of one

year from the date on which the relevant circumstance .cea-

sed to exist.

Modification of the limitation period by the parties

Article 22
1. The limitation period cannot be modified or affected
by any declaration or agreement between the parties, except

in the cases provided for in paragraph (2) of this article.

2. The debtor may at any time during the running of the
limitation period extend the period by a declaration in wri-
ting to the creditor. This declaration may be renewed.

3. The provisions of this article shall not affect the wvali-
dity” of a clause in the contract of sale which stipulates that
arbitral proceedings shall be commenced within a shorter
period of limitation than that prescribed by this Convention,
provided that such clause is valid under the law applicable
to the contract of sale. )

General limit of the limitation period

Article 23

Notwithstanding the provisions of this Convention, a li-
mitation period shall in any event expire not later - than
10 years from the date on which it commenced to run under
articles 9, 10, 11 and 12 of this Convention. -

Consequences of the expiration
of the limitation period

" Article 24
Expiration of the limitation period shall be taken into
consideration in any legal proceedings only if invoked by
a party to such proceedings.

Article 25

1. Subject to the provisions of paragraph (2) of this article
and of article 24, no claim shall be recognized or enforced
in any legal proceedings commenced after the. expiration of
the limitation period.

2. Notwithstanding the expiration of the limitation period,
one party may rely on his claim as a defence or for the
purpose of set-off against a claim asserted by the other
party, provided that in the latter case this may only be done:

(a) if both claims relate to the same contract or to several
contracts concluded in the course of the same transaction;
or .

(b) if the claims could have been set-off at any time be-
fore the expiration of the limitation period.



