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The gradient depends upon the length of the slope; the 
longer the slope the smaller the gradient and vice versa.

9. Minimum platform length in principal stations 
The length of 400 m adopted by UIC has been chosen. A 

platform with a length of 400 m will take, for example:
A train consisting of a locomotive and 13 coaches 27.5 m 

long, or a locomotive and 14 coaches 26.4 m long;
A train consisting of two TGV sets as used on the Paris- 

south-east line.
A principal station platform length exceeding 400 m was 

not adopted, for two reasons:
“Passenger resistance” from passengers on foot, especially 

in dead-end stations;
Excessive investment costs, especially in modifying exist

ing dead-end stations. f

10. Minimum useful siding length
The minimum useful siding length on main international 

lines is significant only for goods trains.
The length of 750 m adopted by UIC was chosen. This per

mits the movement and stabling of goods trains of a gross 
hauled weight exceeding 5,000 tonnes in class C4 (8 gross ton
nes per metre of length); moreover, a train of 1,500 hauled 
gross tonnes to be stabled on a 750 m siding has a mass of 
little more than 2 tonnes per metre of length.
11. Level crossings

New main international lines should be built without any 
road level crossings.

On existing main international lines, the systematic replace
ment of level crossings by over- or under-passes is planned, 
except in the few cases where such replacement is physically 
impossible.
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