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(d) Adopt, in accordance with articles 3 and 4, programmes 
for research, systematic observations, scientific and techno­
logical co-operation, the exchange of information and the 
transfer of technology and knowledge;

(e) Consider and adopt, as required, in accordance with 
articles 9 and 10, amendments to this Convention and its 
annexes;

(f) Consider amendments to any protocol, as well as to any 
annexes thereto, and, if so decided, recommend their adop­
tion to the parties to the protocol concerned;

(g) Consider and adopt, as required, in accordance with 
article 10, additional annexes to this Convention;

(h) Consider and adopt, as required, protocols in accor­
dance with article 8;

(i) Establish such subsidiary bodies as are deemed neces­
sary for the implementation of this Convention;

(j) Seek, where appropriate, the services of competent in­
ternational bodies and scientific committees, in particular 
the World Meteorological Organization and the World Health 
Organization, as well as the Co-ordinating Committee on 
the Ozone Layer, in scientific research, systematic observa­
tions and other activities pertinent to the objectives of this 
Convention, and make use as appropriate of information 
from these bodies and committees;

(k) Consider and undertake any additional action that 
may be required for the achievement of the purposes of this 
Convention.

5. The United Nations, its specialized agencies and the 
International Atomic Energy Agency, as well as any State 
not party to this Convention, may be represented at mee­
tings of the Conference of the Parties by observers. Any 
body or agency, whether national or international, govern­
mental or non-governmental, qualified in fields relating to 
the protection of the ozone layer which has informed the 
secretariat of its wish to be represented at a meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties as an observer may be admitted 
unless at least one-third of the Parties present object. The 
admission and participation of observers shall be subject 
to the rules of procedure adopted by the Conference of the 
Parties.

Article 7
SECRETARIAT

1. The functions of the secretariat shall be:
(a) To arrange for and service meetings provided for in 

articles 6, 8, 9 and 10 ;
(b) To prepare and transmit reports based upon informa­

tion received in accordance with articles 4 and 5, as well as 
upon information derived from meetings of subsidiary bo­
dies established under article 6;

(c) To perform the functions assigned to it by any proto­
col ;

(d) To prepare reports on its activities carried out in im­
plementation of its functions under this Convention and 
present them to the Conference of the Parties;

(e) To ensure the necessary co-ordination with other rele­
vant international bodies, and in particular to enter into 
such administrative and contractual arrangements as may 
be required for the effective discharge of its functions;

(f) To perform such other functions as may be determined 
by the Conference of the Parties.

2. The secretariat functions will be carried out on an in­
terim basis by the United Nations Environment Programme 
until the completion of the first ordinary meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties held pursuant to article 6. At its 
first ordinary meeting, the Conference of the Parties shall 
designate the secretariat from amongst those existing com­
petent international organizations which have signified their 
willingness to carry out the secretariat functions under this 
Convention.

Article 8
ADOPTION OF PROTOCOLS

1. The Conference of the Parties may at a meeting adopt 
protocols pursuant to article 2.

2. The text of any proposed protocol shall be communicated 
to the Parties by the secretariat at least six months before 
such a meeting.

Article 9
AMENDMENT OF THE CONVENTION OR PROTOCOLS

1. Any Party may propose amendments to this Convention 
or to any protocol. Such amendments shall take due account, 
inter alia, of relevant scientific and technical considerations.

2. Amendments to this Convention shall be adopted at a 
meeting of the Conference of the Parties. Amendments to 
any protocol shall be adopted at a meeting of the Parties 
to the protocol in question. The text of any proposed amend­
ment to this Convention or to any protocol, except as may 
otherwise be provided in such protocol, shall be communica­
ted to the Parties by the secretariat at least six months be­
fore the meeting at which it is proposed for adoption. The 
secretariat shall also communicate proposed amendments to 
the signatories to this Convention for information.

3. The Parties shall make every effort to reach agreement 
on any proposed amendment to this Convention by consen­
sus. If all efforts at consensus have been exhausted, and no 
agreement readied, the amendment shall as a last resort be 
adopted by a three-fourths majority vote of the Parties pre­
sent and voting at the meeting, and shall be submitted by 
the Depositary to all Parties for ratification, approval or 
acceptance.

4. The procedure mentioned in paragraph 3 above shall 
apply to amendments to any protocol, except that a two- 
thirds majority of the parties to that protocol present and 
voting at the meeting shall suffice for their adoption.

5. Ratification, approval or acceptance of amendments shall 
be notified to the Depositary in writing. Amendments adopted 
in accordance with paragraphs 3 or 4 above shall enter 
into force between parties having accepted them on the 
ninetieth day after the receipt by the Depositary of notifi­
cation of their ratification, approval or acceptance by at 
least three-fourths of the Parties to this Convention or by 
at least two-thirds of the parties to the protocol concerned, 
except as may otherwise be provided in such protocol. There­
after the amendments shall enter into force for any other 
Party on the ninetieth day after that Party deposits its ins­
trument of ratification, approval or acceptance of the amend­
ments.

6. For the purposes of this article, “Parties present and vo­
ting” means Parties present and casting an affirmative or 
negative vote.

Article 10
ADOPTION AND AMENDMENT OF ANNEXES

1. The annexes to this Convention or to any protocol shall 
form an integral part of this Convention or of such protocol, 
as the case may be, and, unless expressly provided other­
wise, a reference to this Convention or its protocols consti­
tutes at the same time a reference to any annexes thereto. 
Such annexes shall be restricted to scientific, technical and 
administrative matters.

2. Except as may be otherwise provided in any protocol 
with respect to its annexes, the following procedure shall 
apply to the proposal, adoption and entry into force of ad­
ditional annexes to this Convention or of annexes to a proto­
col :

(a) Annexes to this Convention shall be proposed and 
adopted according to the procedure laid down in article 9, 
paragraphs 2 and 3, wile annexes to any protocol shall be 
proposed and adopted according to the procedure laid down 
in article 9, paragraphs 2 and 4;
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