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2. After a limitation fund has been constituted in accordance with Article 11, any ship or 
other property, belonging to a person on behalf of whom the fund has been constituted, 
which has been arrested or attached within the jurisdiction of a State Party for a claim which 
may be raised against the fund, or any security given, may be released by order of the Court 
or other competent authority of such State. However, such release shall always be ordered if 
the limitation fund has been constituted:

(a) at the port where the occurrence took place, or, if it took place out of port, at the 
first port of call thereafter; or

(b) at the port of disembarkation in respect of claims for loss of life or personal injury; 
or

(c) at the port of discharge in respect of damage to cargo; or

(d) in the State where the arrest is made.

3. The rules of paragraphs 1 and 2 shall apply ohly if the claimant may bring a claim 
« against the limitation fund before the Court administering that fund and the fund is actually

available and freely transferable in respect of that claim.

Article 14

Governing law

Subject to the provisions of this Chapter the rules relating to the constitution and 
distribution of a limitation fund, and all rules of procedure in connexion therewith, shall be 
governed by the law of the State Party in which the fund is constituted.

CHAPTER IV. SCOPE OF APPLICATION

Article 15

1. This Convention shall apply whenever any person referred to in Article 1 seeks to limit 
his liability before the Court of a State Party or seeks to procure the release of a ship or other 
property or the discharge of any security given within the jurisdiction of any such State. 
Nevertheless, each State Party may exclude wholly or partially from the application of this. 
Convention any person referred to in Article 1 who at the time when the rules of this 
Convention are invoked before the Courts of that State does not have his habitual residence 
in a State Party or does not have his principal place of business in a State Party or any ship in 
relation to which the right of limitation is invoked or whose release is sought and which does 
not at the time specified above fly the flag of a State Party.

2. A State Party may regulate by specific provisions of national law the system of limita
tion of liability to be applied to vessels which are:

(a) according to the law of that State, ships intended for navigation on inland water- 
ways;

(b) ships of less than 300 tons.

A State Party which makes use of the option provided for in this paragraph shall inform the 
depositary of the limits of liability adopted in its national legislation or of the fact that there 
are none.

- 3. A State Party may regulate by specific provisions of national law the system of limita
tion of liability to be applied to claims arising in cases in which interests of persons who are 
nationals of other States Parties are in no way involved. *

4. The Courts of a State Party shall not apply this Convention to ships constructed for, or 
adapted to, and engaged in, drilling:

(a) when that State has established under its national legislation a higher limit of 
liability than that otherwise provided for in Article 6; or

(b) when that State has become party to an international convention regulating the 
system of liability in respect of such ships.


