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IV. FUND FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE WORLD CULTURAL 
AND NATURAL HERITAGE

Article 15

1. A Fund for the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage of Outstanding Universal 
Value, called "the World Heritage Fund", is hereby established.

2. The Fund shall constitute a trust fund, in conformity with the provisions of the Financial Regu
lations of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.

3. The resources of the Fund shall consist of:

(a) compulsory and voluntary contributions made by the States Parties to this Convention,

(b) contributions, gifts or bequests which may be made by:

(i) other States;

(ii) the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, other organiza
tions of the United Nations system, particularly the United Nations Development Pro
gramme or other intergovernmental organizations;

(iii) public or private bodies or individuals;

(c) any interest due on the resources of the Fund;

(d) funds raised by collections and receipts from events organized for the benefit of the Fund; 
and

(e) all other resources authorized by the Fund's regulations, as drawn up by the World Heritage 
Committee.

4. Contributions to the Fund and other forms of assistance made available to the Committee may 
be used only for such purposes, as the Committee shall define. The Committee may accept con
tributions to be used only for a certain programme or project, provided that the Committee shall 
have decided on the implementation of such programme or project. No political conditions may 
be attached to contributions made to the Fund.

Article 16

1. Without prejudice to any supplementary voluntary contribution, the States Parties to this Con
vention undertake to pay regularly, every two years, to the World Heritage Fund, contributions,' 
the amount of which, in the form of a uniform percentage applicable to all States, shall be deter
mined by the General Assembly of States Parties to the Convention, meeting duringthe sessions 
of the General Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza
tion. This decision of the General Assembly requires the majority qf the States Parties present 
and voting, which have not made the declaration referred to in paragraph 2 of this Article. In 
no case shall the compulsory contribution of States Parties to the Convention exceed 1% of the 
contribution to the Regular Budget of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization.

2. However, each State referred to in Article 31 or in Article 32 of this Convention may declare, 
at the time of the deposit of its instruments of ratification, acceptance or accession, that it 
shall not be bound by the provisions of paragraph 1 of this Article.

3. A State Party to the Convention which has made the declaration referred to in paragraph 2 of 
this Article may at any time withdraw the said declaration by notifying the Director-General of 
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. However, the withdrawal 
of the declaration shall not take effect in regard to the compulsory contribution due by the State 
until the date of the subsequent General Assembly of States Parties to the Convention.


