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Article 6

1. Whilst fully respecting the sovereignty of the States on whose territory the cultural and 
natural heritage mentioned in Articles 1 and 2 is situated, and without prejudice to property 
rights provided by national legislation, the States Parties to this Convention recognize that such 
heritage constitutes a world heritage for whose protection it is the duty of the international com
munity as a whoje to co-operate.

2. The States Parties undertake, in accordance with the provisions of this Convention, to give 
their help in the identification, protection, conservation and preservation of the cultural and 
natural heritage referred to in paragraphs 2 and 4 of Article 11 if the States on whose territory 
it is situated so request.

3. Each State Party to this Convention undertakes not to take any deliberate measures which might 
damage directly or indirectly the cultural and natural heritage referred to in Articles 1 and 2 
situated on the territory of other States Parties to this Convention.

Article 7

For the purpose of this Convention, international protection of the world cultural and natural
heritage shall be understood to mean the establishment of a system of international co-operation and

assistance designed to support States Parties to the Convention in their efforts to conserve and
identify that heritage.

HI. INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE 
WORLD CULTURAL AND NATURAL HERITAGE

Article 8

1. An Intergovernmental Committee for the Protection of the Cultural and Natural Heritage of 
Outstanding Universal Value, called "the World Heritage Committee", is hereby established 
within the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. It shaH be composed 
of 15 States Parties to the Convention, elected by States Parties to the Convention meeting in 
general assembly during the ordinary session of the General Conference of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. The number of States members of the Com
mittee shall be increased to 21 as from the date of the ordinary session of the General Confer
ence following the entry into force of this Convention for at least 40 States.

'V

2. Election of members of the Committee shall ensure an equitable representation of the different 
regions and cultures of the world.

3. A representative of the International Centre for the Study of the Preservation and Restoration 
of Cultural Property (Rome Centre), a representative Of the International Council of Monuments 
and Sites (ICOMOS) and a representative of the International Union for Conservation of Nature 
and Natural Resources (IUCN), to whom may be added, at the request of States Parties to the 
Convention meeting in general assembly during the ordinary sessions of the General Conference 
of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, representatives of other 
intergovernmental or non-governmental organizations, with similar objectives, may attend the 
meetings of the Committee in an advisory capacity.

/
Article 9

1. The term of office of States members of the World Heritage Committee shall extend from the 
end of the ordinary session of the General Conference during which they are elected until the 
end of its third subsequent ordinary session.

2. The term of-office of one-third of the members designated at the time of the first election shall, 
however, cease at the end of the first ordinary session of the General Conference following 
that at which they were elected; and the term of office of a further third of the members desig
nated at the same time shall cease at the end of the second ordinary session of the General 
Conference following that at which they were elected. The names of these members shaH be 
chosen by lot by the President of the General Conference of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization after the first election.


