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CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE 
WORLD CULTURAL AND NATURAL HERITAGE

The General Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
meeting in Inaris from 17 October to 21 November 1972, at its seventeenth session.

Noting that the cultural heritage and the natural heritage are increasingly threatened with destruc
tion not only by the traditional causes of decay, but also by changing social and economic conditions 
which aggravate the situation with even more formidable phenomena of damage or destruction.

Considering that deterioration or disappearance of any item of the cultural or natural heritage con
stitutes a harmful impoverishment of the heritage of all the nations of the world.

Considering that protection of this heritage at the national level often remains incomplete because 
of the scale of the resources which it requires and of-the insufficient economic, scientific and tech
nical resources of the country where the property to be protected is situated.

Recalling that the Constitution of the Organization provides that it will maintain, increase and dif
fuse knowledge, by assuring the conservation and protection of the world's heritage, and recom
mending to the nations concerned the necessary international conventions.

Considering that the existing international conventions, recommendations and resolutions concerning 
cultural and natural property demonstrate the importance, for all the peoples of the world, of safe
guarding this unique and irreplaceable property, to whatever people it may belong.

Considering that parts of the cultural or natural heritage are of outstanding interest and therefore 
need to be preserved as part of the world heritage of mankind as a whole.

Considering that, in view of the magnitude and gravity of the new dangers threatening them, it is 
incumbent on the international community as a whole to participate in the protection of the cultural 
and natural heritage of outstanding universal value, by the granting of coHective assistance which, 
although not taking the place of action by the State concerned, will serve as an effective comple
ment thereto.

Considering that it is essential for this purpose to adopt new provisions in the form of a convention 
establishing an effective system of collective protection of the cultural and natural heritage of out
standing universal value, organized on a permanent basis and in accordance with modern scientific 
methods.

Having decided, at its sixteenth session, that this question should be made the subject of an inter
national convention, 4

Adopts this sixteenth day of November 1972 this Convention.

L DEFINITIONS OF THE CULTURAL AND THE NATURAL HERITAGE 

Article It

For,;the purposes of this Convention, the following shall be considered as "cultural heritage":

monuments: architectural works, works of monumental sculpture and painting, elements or 
structures of an archaeological nature, inscriptions, cave dwellings and combinations of 
features, which are of outstanding universal value from the point of view of history, art or 
science; .

groups of buildings: groups of separate or connected buildings which, because of their archi
tecture, their homogeneity or their place in the landscape, are of outstanding universal value 
from the point of view of history, art or science;


