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(c) in the case of loss of or damage, to luggage, from the 
date of disembarkation or from the date when disem
barkation should have taken place, whichever, is later.

3. The law of the court, seized of the case shall govern the 
grounds of suspension and interruption of limitation periods, 
but in no case shall an action under this Convention be 
brought after the expiration of a period of three years from 
the date of disembarkation of the passenger or from the date 
when disembarkation should have taken place, whichever is 
later.

4. Notwithstanding paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of this Article, 
the period of limitation may be extended by a declaration of 
the carrier or by agreement of the parties after the cause of 
action has arisen. The declaration or agreement shall be in 
writing.

Article 17 
Competent jurisdiction

1. An action arising under this Convention shall, at the 
option of the claimant, be brought before one of the courts 
listed below, provided that the court is located in a State 
Party to this Convention:

Ca) the court of the place of permanent residence or prin
cipal place of business of the defendant, or

(b) the court of the place of departure or that of the de
stination according to the contract of carriage, or

(c) a court of the State of the domicile or permanent re
sidence of the claimant, if the defendant has a place 
of business and is subject to jurisdiction in that State, 
or

(d) a court of the State where the contract of carriage was 
made, if the defendant has a place of business and is 
subject to jurisdiction in that State.

2. After the occurrence of the incident which has caused 
the damage, the parties may agree that the claim for damages 
shall be submitted to any jurisdiction or to arbitration.

Article 18 
Invalidity of contractual provisions

Any contractual provision concluded before the occurrence 
of the incident which has caused the death of or personal in
jury to a passenger or the loss of or damage to his luggage, 
purporting to relieve the carrier of his liability towards the 
passenger or to prescribe a lower limit of liability than that 
fixed in this Convention except as provided in paragraph 4 
of Article 8, and any such provision purporting to shift, the 
burden of proof which rests on the carrier, or having the ef
fect of restricting the option specified in paragraph 1 of Ar
ticle 17, shall be null and void, but the nullity of that provi
sion shall not render void the contract of carriage which shall 
remain subject to the provisions of this Convention.

Article 19
Other conventions on limitation of liability

This Convention shall not modify the rights or duties of the 
carrier, the performing carrier, and their servants or agents 
provided for in international conventions relating to the li
mitation of liability of owners of seagoing ships.

Article 20 
Nuclear damage

No liability shall arise under this Convention for damage 
caused by a nuclear incident:

(a) if the operator of a nuclear installation is liable for 
such damage under either the Paris Convention of 
29 July 1960 on Third Party Liability in the Field of 
Nuclear Energy as amended by its Additional Protocol 
of 28 January 1964, or the Vienna Convention of 21 May 
1963 on Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage, or

(b) if the operator of a nuclear installation is liable for 
such damage by virtue of a national law governing the

liability for such damage, provided that such law is in 
all respects as favourable to persons who may suffer 
damage as either the Paris or the Vienna Conventions.

Article 21
Commercial carriage by public authorities

This Convention shall apply to commercial carriage under
taken by States or Public Authorities under contracts of car
riage within the meaning of Article 1.

Article 22 
Declaration of non-application

1. Any Party may at the time of signing, ratifying, accept
ing, approving or acceding to this Convention, declare in 
writing that it will not give effect to this Convention when 
the passenger and the carrier are subjects or nationals of 
that Party.

2. Any declaration made under paragraph 1 of this Article 
may be withdrawn at any time by a notification in writing to 
the Secretary-General of the Organization.

Article 23 
Signature, ratification and accession

1. This Convention shall be open for signature at the Head
quarters of the Organization until 31 December 1975 and shall 
thereafter remain open for accession.

2. States may become Parties to this Convention by:
(a) signature without reservation as to ratification, accept

ance or approval;
(b) signature subject to ratification, acceptance or approval 

followed by ratification, acceptance or approval; or
(c) accession.
3. Ratification, acceptance, approval or accession shall be 

effected by the deposit of a formal instrument to that effect 
with the Secretary-General of the Organization.

Article 24 
Entry into force

1. This Convention shall enter into force on the ninetieth 
day following the date on which ten States have either signed 
it without reservation as to ratification, acceptance or ap
proval or have deposited the requisite instruments of ratifi
cation, acceptance, approval or accession.

2. For any State which subsequently signs this Convention 
without reservation as to ratification, acceptance or approval, 
or deposits its instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval 
or accession, the Convention shall come into force on the 
ninetieth day after the date of such signature or" deposit.

Article 25 
Denunciation

1. This Convention may be denounced by a Party at any 
time after the date on which the Convention entered into 
force for that Party.

2. Denunciation shall be effected by the deposit of an in
strument with the Secretary-General of the Organization who 
shall inform all other Parties of the receipt of the instrument 
of denunciation and of the date of its deposit.

3. A denunciation shall take effect one year after the de
posit of an instrument of denunciation, or after such longer 
period as may be specified in the instrument.

Article 26 
Revision and amendment

1. A Conference for the purpose of revising or amending 
this Convention may be convened by the Organization.

2. The Organization shall convene a Conference of the Par
ties to this Convention for revising or amending it at the 
request of not less than one-third of the Parties.


