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to protect the safety of the aircraft, or of persons or property 
therein.

Article 7
1. Measures of restraint imposed upon a person in accord­

ance with Article 6 shall not be continued beyond any point 
at which the aircraft lands unless:

a) such point is in the territory of a non-Contracting State 
and its authorities refuse to permit disembarkation of 
that person or those measures have been imposed in 
accordance with Article 6, paragraph 1 c) in order to 
enable his delivery to competent authorities;

b) the aircraft makes a forced landing and the aircraft 
commander is unable to deliver that person to competent 
authorities; or

c) that person agrees to onward carriage upder restraint.

2. The aircraft commander shall as soon as practicable, and 
if possible before landing in the territory of a State with a 
person on board who has been placed under restraint in ac­
cordance with the provisions of Article 6, notify the author­
ities of such State of the fact that a person on board is under 
restraint and of the reasons for such restraint.

Article 8
1. The aircraft commander may, in so far as it is neces­

sary for the purpose of subparagraph a) or b) of paragraph 1 
of Article 6, disembark in the territory of any State in which 
the aircraft lands any person who he has reasonable grounds 
to believe has committed, or is about to commit, on board the 
aircraft an act contemplated in Article 1, paragraph 1 b).

2. The aircraft commander shall report to the authorities 
of the State in which he disembarks any person pursuant to 
this Article, the fact of, and the reasons for, such disembark­
ation.

Article 9

1. The aircraft commander may deliver to the competent 
authorities of any Contracting State in the territory of which 
the aircraft lands any person who he has reasonable grounds 
to believe has committed on board the aircraft an act which, 
in his opinion, is a serious offence according to the penal law 
of the State of registration of the aircraft.

2. The aircraft commander shall as soon as practicable and 
if possible before landing in the territory of a Contracting 
State with a person on board whom the aircraft commander 
intends to deliver in accordance with the preceding para­
graph, notify the authorities of such State of his intention to 
deliver such person and the reasons therefor.

3. The aircraft commander shall furnish the authorities to 
whom any suspected offender is delivered in accordance with 
the provisions of this Article with evidence and information 
which, under the law of the State of registration of the air­
craft, are lawfully in his possession.

Article 10

For actions taken in accordance with this Convention, 
neither the aircraft commander, any other member of the 
crew, any passenger, the owner or operator of the aircraft, nor 
the person on whose behalf the flight was performed shall 
be held responsible in any proceeding on account of the treat­
ment undergone by the person against whom the actions were 
taken.

Chapter IV—Unlawful Seizure 
of Aircraft

Article 11

1. When a person on board has unlawfully committed by 
force or threat thereof an act of interference, seizure, or other

wrongful exercise of control of an aircraft in flight or when 
such an act is about to be committed, Contracting States shall 
take all appropriate measures to restore control of the air­
craft to its lawful commander or to preserve his control of the 
aircraft.

2. In the cases contemplated in the preceding paragraph, 
the Contracting State in which the aircraft lands shall permit 
its passengers and crew to continue their journey as soon as 
practicable, and shall return the aircraft and its cargo to the 
persons lawfully entitled to possession.

Chapter V—Powers and Duties 
of States

>

Article 12
Any Contracting State shall allow the commander of an 

aircraft registered in another Contracting State to disembark 
any person pursuant to Article 8, paragraph 1.

Article 13
1. Any Contracting State shall take delivery of any person 

whom the aircraft commander delivers pursuant to Article 9, 
paragraph 1.

2. Upon being satisfied that the circumstances so warrant, 
any Contracting State shall take custody or other measures 
to ensure the presence of any person suspected of an act con­
templated in Article 11, paragraph 1 and of any person of 
whom it has taken delivery. The custody and other meas­
ures shall be as provided in the law of that State but may 
only be continued for such time as is reasonably necessary 
to enable any criminal or extradition proceedings to be insti­
tuted.

3. Any person in custody pursuant to the previous para­
graph shall be assisted in communicating immediately with 
the nearest appropriate representative of the State of which 
he is a national.

4. Any Contracting State, to which a person is delivered 
pursuant to Article 9, paragraph 1, or in whose territory an 
aircraft lands following the commission of an act contem­
plated in Article 11, paragraph 1, shall immediately make a 
preliminary enquiry into the facts.

5. When a State, pursuant to this Article, has taken a per­
son into custody, it shall immediately notify the State of 
registration of the aircraft and the State of nationality of the 
detained person and, if it considers it advisable, any other 
interested State of the fact that such person is in custody and 
of the circumstances which warrant his detention. The State 
which makes the preliminary enquiry contemplated in para­
graph 4 of this Article shall promptly report its findings to 
the said States and shall indicate whether it intends to exer­
cise jurisdiction.

Article 14
1. When any person has been disembarked in accordance 

with Article 8, paragraph 1, or delivered in accordance with 
Article 9, paragraph 1, or has disembarked after committing 
an act contemplated in Article 11, paragraph 1, and when' 
such person cannot or does not desire to continue his journey 
and the State of landing refuses to admit him, that State may, 
if the person in question is not a national or permanent resi­
dent of that State, return him to the territory of the State 
of which he is a national or permanent resident or to the 
territory of the State in which he began his journey by air.

2. Neither disembarkation, nor delivery, nor the taking of 
custody or other measures contemplated in Article 13, para­
graph 2, nor return of the person concerned, shall be consider­
ed as admission to the territory of the Contracting State con­
cerned for the purpose of its law relating to entry or ad-


