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4. The obligations of third States under paragraphs 1, 2 and 
3 of this Article shall also apply to the persons mentioned 
respectively in those paragraphs, and to official communica­
tions and to consular bags, whose presence in the territory of 
the third State is due to force majeure.

Article 55
Respect for the laws and regulations 

of the receiving State
1. Without prejudice to their privileges and immunities, it 

is the duty of all persons enjoying such privileges and immun­
ities to respect the laws and regulations of the receiving State. 
They also have a duty not to interfere in the internal affairs 
of that State.

2. The consular premises shall not be used in any manner 
incompatible with the exercise of consular functions.

3. The provisions of paragraph 2 of this Article shall not 
exclude the possibility of offices of other institutions or agen­
cies being installed in part of the building in which the con­
sular premises are situated, provided that the premises as­
signed to them are separate from those used by the consular 
post. In that event, the said offices shall not, for the purposes 
of the present Convention, be considered to form part of the 
consular premises.

Article 56 
Insurance against third party risks

Members of the consular post shall comply with any re­
quirement imposed by the laws and regulations of the re­
ceiving State in respect of insurance against third party risks 
arising from the use of any vehicle, vessel or aircraft.

Article 57
Special provisions concerning private 

gainful occupation

1. Career consular officers shall not carry on for personal 
profit any professional or commercial activity in the receiving 
State.

2. Privileges and immunities provided in this Chapter shall 
not be accorded:

(a) to consular employees or to members of the service 
staff who carry on any private gainful occupation in the 
receiving State;

(b) to members of the family of a person referred to in 
sub-paragraph (a) of this paragraph or to members of 
his private staff;

(c) to members of the family of a member of a consular 
post who themselves carry on any private gainful occu­
pation in the receiving State.

CHAPTER III. REGIME RELATING TO HONORARY 
CONSULAR OFFICERS AND CONSULAR POSTS HEADED 

BY SUCH OFFICERS

Article 58
General provisions relating to facilities, 

privileges and immunities
1. Articles 28, 29, 30, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38 and 39, paragraph 3 of 

Article 54 and paragraphs 2 and 3 of Article 55 shall apply to 
consular posts headed by an honorary consular officer. In ad­
dition, the facilities, privileges and immunities of such con­
sular posts shall be governed by Articles 59, 60, 61 and 62.

2. Articles 42 and 43, paragraph 3 of Article 44, Articles 45 
and 53 and paragraph 1 of Article 55 shall apply to honorary 
consular officers. In addition, the facilities, privileges and 
immunities .of such consular officers shall be governed by 
Articles 63, 64, 65, 66 and 67.

3. Privileges and immunities provided in the present Con­
vention shall not be accorded to members of the family of 
an honorary consular officer or of a consular employee em­

ployed at a consular post headed by an honorary consular of­
ficer.

4. The exchange of consular bags between two consular 
posts headed by honorary consular officers in different States 
shall not be allowed without the consent of the two receiving 
States concerned.

Article 59 
Protection of the consular premises

The receiving State shall take such steps as may be ne­
cessary to protect the consular premises of a consular post 
headed by an honorary consular officer against any intrusion 
or damage and to prevent any disturbance of the peace of 
the consular post or impairment of its dignity.

Article 60
Exemption from taxation of consular premises

1. Consular premises of a consular post headed by an hon­
orary consular officer of which the sending State is the owner 
or lessee shall be exempt from all national, regional or mun­
icipal dues and taxes whatsoever, other than such as repre­
sent payment for specific services rendered.

2. The exemption from taxation referred to in paragraph 1 
of this Article shall not apply to such dues and taxes if, under 
the laws and regulations of the receiving State, they are pay­
able by the person who contracted with the sending State.

Article 61
Inviolability of consular archives and documents

The consular archives.and documents of a consular post head­
ed by an honorary consular officer shall be inviolable at all 
times and wherever they may be, provided that they are kept 
separate from other papers and documents and, in particular, 
from the private correspondence of the head of a consular 
post and of any person working with him, and from the 
materials, books or documents relating to their profession or 
trade.

Article 62 
Exemption from customs duties

The receiving State shall, in accordance with such laws and 
regulations as it may adopt, permit entry of, and grant exemp­
tion from all customs duties, taxes, and related charges other 
than charges for storage, cartage and similar services on the 
following articles, provided that they are for the official use 
of a consular post headed by an honorary consular officer: 
coats-of-arms, flags, signboards, seals and stamps, books, of­
ficial printed rrjatter, office furniture, office equipment and 
similar articles supplied by or at the instance of the sending 
State to the consular post.

Article 63 
Criminal proceedings

If criminal proceedings are instituted against an honorary 
consular officer, he must appear before the competent author­
ities. Nevertheless, the proceedings shall be conducted with 
the respect due to him by reason of his official position and, 
except when he is under arrest or detention, in a manner 
which will hamper the exercise of consular functions as little 
as possible. When it has become necessary to detain an hon­
orary consular officer, the proceedings against him shall be 
instituted with the minimum of delay.

Article 64
Protection of honorary consular officers

The receiving State is under a duty to accord to an honorary 
consular officer such protection as may be required by reason 
of his official position.

Article 65
Exemption from registration of aliens 

and residence permits
Honorary consular officers, with the exception of those who 

carry on for personal profit any professional or commercial 
activity in the receiving State, shall be exempt from all obli-


