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3. If criminal proceedings are instituted against a consular 
officer, he must appear before the competent authorities. 
Nevertheless, the proceedings shall be conducted with the 
respect due to him by reason of his official position and, ex
cept in the. case specified in paragraph 1 of this Article, in a 
manner which will hamper the exercise of consular functions 
as little as possible. When, in the circumstances mentioned 
in paragraph 1 of this Article, it has become necessary to 
detain a consular officer, the proceedings against him shall 
be instituted with the minimum of delay.

Article 42
Notification of arrest, detention or prosecution

In the event of the arrest or detention, pending trial, of a 
member of the consular staff, or of criminal proceedings be
ing instituted against him, the receiving State shall promptly 
notify the head of the consular post. Should the latter be 
himself the object of any such measure, the receiving State 
shall notify the sending State through the diplomatic channel.

Article 43 
Immunity from jurisdiction

1. Consular officers and consular employees shall not be 
amenable to the jurisdiction of the judicial or administrative 
authorities of the receiving State in respect of acts perform
ed in the exercise of consular functions.

2. The provisions of paragraph 1 of this Article shall not, 
however, apply in respect of a civil action either:

(a) arising out of a contract concluded by a consular offi
cer or a consular employee in which he did not con
tract expressly or impliedly as an agent of the send
ing State;
or

(b) by a third party for damage arising from an accident 
in the receiving State caused by a vehicle, vessel or air
craft.

Article 44 
Liability to give evidence

1. Members of a consular post may be called upon to at
tend as witnesses in the course of judicial or administrative 
proceedings. A consular employee or a member of the service 
staff shall not, except in the cases mentioned in paragraph 3 
of this Article, decline to give evidence. If a consular officer 
should decline to do so, no coercive measure or penalty may 
be applied to him.

2. The authority requiring the evidence of a consular of
ficer shall avoid interference with the -performance of his 
functions. It may, when possible, take such evidence at his 
residence or at the consular post or accept a statement from 
him in writing.

3. Members of a consular post are under no obligation to 
give evidence concerning matters connected with the exer
cise of their functions or to produce official correspondence 
and documents relating thereto. They are also entitled to 
decline to give evidence as expert witnesses with regard to 
the law of the sending State.

Article 45 
Waiver of privileges and immunities

1. The sending State may waive, with regard to a member 
of the consular post, any of the privileges and immunities 
provided for in Articles 41, 43 and 44.

2. The waiver shall in all cases be express, except as pro
vided in paragraph 3 of this Article, and shall be communi
cated to the receiving State in writing.

3. The initiation of proceedings by a consular officer or a 
consular employee in a matter where he might enjoy immu
nity from jurisdiction under Article 43 shall preclude him 
from invoking immunity from jurisdiction in respect of any 
counter-claim directly connected with the principal claim.

4. The waiver of immunity from jurisdiction for the pur
poses of civil or administrative proceedings shall not be 
deemed to imply the waiver of immunity from the measures 
of execution resulting from the judicial decision; in respect of 
such measures, a separate waiver shall be necessary.

Article 46
Exemption from registration of aliens 

and residence permits
1. Consular officers and consular employees and members 

of their families forming part of their households shall be 
exempt from all obligations under the laws and regulations 
of the receiving State in regard to the registration of aliens 
and residence permits.

2. The provisions of paragraph 1 of this Article shall not, 
however, apply to any consular employee who is not a per
manent employee of the sending State or who carries on any 
private gainful occupation in the receiving State or to any 
member of the family of any such emnlovee

Article 47 
Exemption from work permits

1. Members of the consular post shall, with respect to ser
vices rendered for the sending State, be exempt from any 
obligations in regard to work permits imposed by the laws 
and regulations of the receiving State concerning the employ
ment of foreign labour.

2. Members of the private staff of consular officers and of 
consular employees shah, if they do not carry on any other 
gainful occupation in the receiving State, be exempt from 
the obligations referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article.

Article 48 

Social security exemption
1. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 3 of this Article, 

members of the consular post with respect to services render
ed by them for the sending State, and members of their fa
milies forming part of their households, shall be exempt from 
social security provisions which may be in force in the re
ceiving State.

2. The exemption provided for in paragraph 1 of this 
Article shall apply also to members of the private staff who 
are in the sole employ of members of the consular poet, on 
condition:

(a) that they are not nationals of or permanently resident 
in the receiving State; and

(b) that they are covered by the social security provisions 
which are in force in the sending State or a third State.

3. Members of the consular post who employ persons to 
whom the exemption provided for in paragraph 2 of this 
Article does not apply shall observe the obligations which the 
social security provisions of the receiving State impose upon 
employers.

4. The exemption provided for in paragraphs 1 and 2 of 
this Article shall not preclude voluntary participation in the 
social security system of the receiving State, provided that 
such participation is permitted by that State.

Article 49 
Exemption from taxation

1. Consular officers and consular employees and members 
of their families forming part of their households shall be 
exempt from all dues and taxes, personal or real, national, 
regional or municipal, except:

(a) indirect taxes of a kind which are normally incorporat
ed in the price of goods or services;

(b) dues or taxes on private immovable property situated 
in the territory of the receiving State, subject to the 
provisions of Article 32;


