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Article 27
Protection of consular premises and archives and of the 

interests of the sending State in exceptional circumstances

1. In the event of the severance of consular relations be
tween two States:

(a) the receiving State shall, even in case of armed con
flict, respect and protect the consular premises, toge
ther with the property of the consular post and the con
sular archives:

(b) the sending State may entrust the custody of the con
sular premises, together with the property contained 
therein and the consular archives, to a third State ac
ceptable to the receiving State;

(c) the sending State may entrust the protection of its in
terests and those of its nationals to a third State ac
ceptable to the receiving State.

2. In the event of the temporary or permanent closure of 
a consular post, the provisions of sub-paragraph (a) of para
graph 1 of this Article shall apply. In addition,

(a) if the sending State, although not represented in the 
receiving State by a diplomatic mission, has another 
consular post Jn the territory of that State, that consu
lar post may be entrusted with the custody of the pre
mises of the consular post which has been closed, to
gether with the property contained therein and the 
consular archives, and, with the consent of the receiv
ing State, with the exercise of consular functions in 
the district of that consular post; or

(b) if the sending State has no diplomatic mission and no 
other consular post in the receiving State, the provi
sions of sub-paragraphs (b) and (c) of paragraph 1 of 
this Article shall apply.

CHAPTER II. FACILITIES, PRIVILEGES AND 
IMMUNITIES RELATING 

TO CONSULAR POSTS, CAREER CONSULAR OFFICERS 
AND OTHER 

MEMBERS OF A CONSULAR POST

SECTION I. FACILITIES, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES 
RELATING TO A CONSULAR POST

Article 28
Facilities for the work of the consular post

The receiving State shall accord full facilities for the per
formance of the functions of the consular post.

Article 29 

Use of national flag and coat-of-arms
1. The sending State shall have the right to the use of its 

national flag and coat-of-arms in the receiving State in ac
cordance with the provisions of this Article.

2. The national flag of the sending State may be flown 
and its coat-of-arms displayed on the building occupied by 
the consular post and at the entrance door thereof, on the 
residence of the head of the consular post and on his means 
of transport when used on official business.

3. In the exercise of the right accorded by this Article re
gard shall be had to the laws, regulations and usages of the 
receiving State.

Article 30 
Accommodation

1. The receiving State shall either facilitate the acquisi
tion on its territory, in accordance with its laws and regula
tions, by the sending State of premises necessary for its con
sular post or assist the latter in obtaining accommodation in 
some other way.

2. It shall also, where necessary, assist the consular post in 
obtaining suitable accommodation for its members.

Article 31
Inviolability of the consular premises

1. Consular premises shall be inviolable to the extent pro
vided in this Article.

2. The authorities of the receiving State shall not enter 
that part of the consular premises which is used exclusively 
for the purpose of the work of the consular post except with 
the consent of the head of the consular post or of his designee 
or of the head of the diplomatic mission of the sending State. 
The consent of the head of the consular post may, however, 
be assumed in case of fire or other disaster requiring prompt 
protective action.

3. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 2 of this Ar
ticle, the receiving State is under a special duty to take all 
appropriate steps to protect the consular premises against 
any intrusion or damage and to prevent any disturbance of 
the peace of the consular post or impairment of its dignity.

4. The consular premises, their furnishings, the property 
of the consular post and its means of transport shall be im
mune from any form of requisition for purposes of national 
defence or public utility. If expropriation is' necessary for 
such purposes, all possible steps shall be taken to avoid im
peding the performance of consular functions, and prompt, 
adequate and effective compensation shall be paid to the 
sending State.

Article 32
Exemption from taxation of consular premises

1. Consular premises and the residence of the career head 
of consular post of which the sending State or any person 
acting on its behalf is the owner or lessee shall be exempt 
from all national, regional or municipal dues and taxes 
whatsoever, other than such as represent payment for spe
cific services rendered.

2. The exemption from taxation referred to in paragraph 1 
of this Article shall not apply to such dues and taxes if, un
der the law of the receiving State, they are payable by the 
person who contracted with the sending State or with the 
person acting on its behalf.

Article 33
Inviolability of the consular archives and documents

The consular archives and documents shall be inviolable 
at all times and wherever they may be.

Article 34 
Freedom of movement

Subject to its laws and regulations concerning zones entry 
into which is prohibited or regulated for reasons of national 
security, the receiving State shall'ensure freedom of move
ment and travel in its territory to all members of the consu
lar post.

Article 35 
Freedom of communication

1. The receiving State shall permit and protect freedom 
of communication on the part of the consular post for all 
official purposes. In communicating with the Government, 
the diplomatic missions and other consular posts, wherever 
situated, of the sending State, the consular post may employ 
all appropriate means, including diplomatic or consular cou
riers, diplomatic or consular bags and messages in code or 
cipher. However, the consular post may install and use a 
wireless transmitter only with the consent of the receiving 
State.

2. The official correspondence of the consular post shall be 
inviolable. Official correspondence means all correspondence 
relating to the consular post and its functions.


