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Article 18
Appointment of the same person by two or more States 

as a consular officer

Two or more States may, with the consent of the receiving 
State, appoint the same person as a consular officer in that 
State.

Article 19
Appointment of members of consular staff

1. Subject to the provisions of Articles 20, 22 and 23, the
sending State may freely appoint the members of the consu­
lar staff. . -

2. The full name, category and class of all consular offi­
cers, other than the head of a consular post, shall be notified 
by the sending State to the receiving State in sufficient time 
for the receiving State, if it so wishes, to exercise its rights 
under paragraph 3 of Article 23.

3. The sending State may, if required by its laws and re­
gulations, request the receiving State to grant an exequatur 
to a consular officer other than the head of a consular post.

4. The receiving State may, if required by its laws and re­
gulations, grant an exequatur to a consular officer other than 
the head of a consular post.

Article 20 
Size of the consular staff

In the absence of an express agreement as to the size of 
the consular staff, the receiving State may require that the 
size of the staff be kept within limits considered by it to be 
reasonable and normal, having regard to circumstances and 
conditions in the consular district and to the needs of the 
particular consular post.

Article 21
Precedence as between consular officers 

of a consular post
The order of precedence as between the consular officers 

of a consular post and any change thereof shall be notified 
by the diplomatic mission of the sending State or, if that 
State has no such mission in the receiving State, by the head 
of the consular post, to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of 
the receiving State or to the authority designated by that Mi­
nistry.

Article 22 
Nationality of consular officers

1. Consular officers should, in principle, have the natio­
nality of the sending State.

2. Consular officers may not be appointed from among 
persons having the nationality of the receiving State except 
with the express consent of that State which may be with­
drawn at any time.

3. The receiving State may reserve the same right with 
regard to nationals of a third State who are not also natio­
nals of the sending State.

Article 23 
Persons declared non grata

1. The receiving State may at any time notify the sending 
State that a consular officer is persona non grata or that 
any other member of the consular staff is not acceptable. In 
that event, the sending State shall, as the case may be, 
either recall the person concerned or terminate his functions 
with the consular post.

2. If the sending State refuses or fails within a reasonable 
time to carry out its' obligations under paragraph 1 of this

Article, the receiving State may, as the case may be, either 
withdraw the exequatur from the person concerned or cease 
to consider him as a member of the consular staff.

3. A person appointed as a member of a consular post may 
be declared unacceptable before arriving in the territory of 
the receiving State or, if already in the receiving State, be­
fore entering on his duties with the consular post. In any 
such case, the sending State shall withdraw his appointment.

4. In the cases mentioned in paragraphs 1 and 3 of this 
Article, the receiving State is not obliged to give to the send­
ing State reasons for its decision.

Article 24
Notification to the receiving State of appointments, 

arrivals and departures
1. The Ministry for Foreign Affairs of the receiving State 

or the authority designated by that Ministry shall be notified 
of:

(a) the appointment of members of a consular post, their 
arrival after appointment to the consular post, their 
final departure or the termination of their functions 
and any other changes affecting their status that may 
occur in the course of their service with the consular 
post;

(b) the arrival and final departure of a person belonging 
to the family of a member of a consular post forming 
part of his household and, where appropriate, the fact 
that a person becomes or ceases to be such a member 
of the family;

(c) the arrival and final departure of members of the pri­
vate staff and, where appropriate, the termination of 
their service as such;

(d) the engagement and discharge of persons resident in 
the receiving State as members of a consular post or 
as members of the private staff entitled to privileges 
and immunities.

2. When possible, prior notification of Arrival and final 
departure shall also be given.

SECTION II. END OF CONSULAR FUNCTIONS 

Article 25
Termination of the functions of a member 

of a consular post
The functions of a member of a consular post shall come 

to an end inter alia:
(a) on notification by the sending State to the receiving 

State that his functions have come to an end;
(b) on withdrawal of the exequatur;
(c) on notification by the receiving State to the sending 

State that the receiving State has ceased to consider 
him as a member of the consular staff.

Article 26
Departure from the territory of the receiving State

The receiving State shall, even in case of armed conflict, 
grant to members of the consular post and members of the 
private staff, other than nationals of the receiving State, and 
to members of their families forming part of their households 
irrespective of nationality, the necessary time and facilities 
to enable them to prepare their departure and to leave at the 
earliest possible moment after the termination of the func­
tions of the members concerned. In particular, It shall, in 
case of need, place at their disposal the necessary means of 
transport for themselves and their property other than pro­
perty acquired in the receiving State the export of which is 
prohibited at the time of departure.


