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Article 10
Appointment and admission of heads of consular posts

1. Heads of consular
State and are admitted
the receiving State.

posts are appointed by the sending
to the exercise of their functions by

2. Subject to the provisions of the present Convention, the

formalities for the appointment and for the admission of the
head of a consular post are determined by the laws, regul-
atiens and usages of the sending State and of the receiving

State .respectively.
Article 11
The consular commission or notification of appointment

1. The head of a consular pbst shall be provided by the
sending “State with a document, in the form of a commission

or similar instrument, made out for each appointment, certi-
fying bis capacity and showing, as a general rule, his full
name, his category and class, the consular district and the
seat of the consular post.

2. The sending State shall transmit the commission or
similar instrument through the diplomatic or other appro-

priate channel to the Government of the State in whose terri-
tory the head of a consular post is to exercise his functions.

3. If the receiving State
instead of a commission or
receiving State a notification
quired by paragraph 1 of this Article.

agrees, - the sending State may,
similar instrument, send to the
containing the particulars re-

Article 12
The exequatur

1. The head of a consular post is admitted to the exercise of
his functions by an authorization from the receiving State
termed an exequatur, whatever the form of this authoriz-
ation.

2. A State which refuses to grant an exequatur is not oblig-
ed to give to the sending State reasons for such refusal.

3. Subject to the provisions of Articles 13 and 15, the head
of a consular post shall not enter upon his duties until he has
received an exequatur.

Article 13
Provisional admission of heads of consular posts

Pending delivery of the exequatur, the head of a consular
post may be admitted on a provisional basis to the exercise of
his functions. In that case, the provisions of the present Con-
* vention shall apply.

Article 14
Notification to the authorities of the consular district

As soon as the head of a consular post is admitted even

provisionally to the exercise of his functions, the receiving
State shall immediately notify the competent authorities of
the consular district. It shall also ensure that the necessary

measures are taken to enable the head of a consular post to
carry out the duties of his office and to have the benefit of
the provisions of the present Convention.

Article 15

Temporary exercise of the functions of the head
of a consular post

1. If the head of a consular post is unable to carry out his
functions or the position of head of consular post is vacant,
an acting head of post may act provisionally as head of the
consular post.

" 2. The full name of the acting head of post shall be notified
either by the diplomatic mission of the sending State or, if
that State has no such mission in the receiving State, by the
head of the consular post, or, if he is unable to do so, by any

competent authority of the sending State, to the Ministry for

Foreign Affairs of the receiving State or to the authority
designated by that Ministry. As a general rule, this notific-
ation shall be given in advance. The receiving State may

make the admission as acting head of post of a person who is
neither a diplomatic agent nor a consular officer of the send-
ing State in the receiving State conditional on its consent.

3. The competent authorities of the receiving State shall
afford assistance and protection to the acting head of post.
While he is in charge of the post, the provisions of the pre-
sent Convention shall apply to him on the same basis as to
the head of the consular post concerned. The receiving State
shall not, however, be obliged to grant to an acting head of
post any facility, privilege or immunity which the head of the
consular post enjoys only subject to conditions not fulfilled
by the acting head of post.

4. When, in the circumstances referred to in paragraph 1 of
this Article, a member of the diplomatic staff of -the diplom-
atic mission of the sending State in the receiving State is
designated by the sending State as an acting head of post,
he shall, if the receiving State does not object thereto, con-
tinue to enjoi diplomatic privileges and immunities.

Article 16
Precedence as between heads of consular posts

1. Heads of consular posts shall rank in each class accord-
ing to the date of the grant of the exequatur.

2. 1If, however, the head of a consular post before obtain-
ing the exequatur is admitted to the exercise of his functions
provisionally, his precedence shall be determined according to
the date of the provisional admission; this precedence shall be
maintained after the granting of the exequatur.

3. The order of precedence as between two or more heads
of consular posts who obtained the exequatur or provisional
admission on the same -date slhall be determined according to
the dates on which their commissions or similar instruments
or ‘the notifications referred to in paragraph 3 of Article 11
were presented to the receiving State.

4. Acting heads of posts shall rank after all heads of con-
sular posts and, as between themselves, they shall rank ac-
cording to the dates on which they assumed their functions
as acting heads of posts as indicated in the notifications given
under paragraph 2 of Article 15.

5. Honorary consular officers who are heads of consular
posts shall rank .in each class after career heads of consular
posts, in the order and according to the rules laid down in the
foregoing paragraphs.

6. Heads of consular posts shall have precedence over con-
sular officers not having that status.

Article 17
Performance of diplomatic acts by consular officers

1. In a State where the sending State has no diplomatic
mission and is not represented by a diplomatic mission of a
third State, a consular officer may, with the consent of the
receiving State, and without affecting his consular status, be
authorized to perform diplomatic acts. The performance of
such acts by a consular officer shall not confer upon him any
right to claim diplomatic privileges and immunities.

2. A consular officer may, after notification addressed to
the receiving State, act as representative of the sending State
to - any inter-governmental organization. When so acting, he
shall be entitled to enjoy any privileges and immunities ac-
corded to such a representative by customary international

law or by international agreements; however, in respect of

the performance by him of any consular function, he shall
not be entitled to any greater immunity from jurisdiction
than that to which a consular officer is entitled under the

present Convention.



