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(c) receiving any signatures to the treaty and receiving and 
keeping custody of any instruments, notifications and 
communications relating to it;

(d) examining whether the signature or any instrument, 
notification or communication relating to the treaty is 
in due and proper form and, if need be, bringing the 
matter to the attention of the State in question;

(e) informing the parties and the States entitled to become 
parties to the treaty of acts, notifications and commu­
nications relating to the treaty;

(f) informing the States entitled to become parties to the 
treaty when the number of signatures or of instruments 
of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession re­
quired for. the entry into force of the treaty has been 
received or deposited;

(g) registering the treaty with the Secretariat of the United 
Nations;

(h) performing the functions specified in other provisions 
of the present Convention.

2. In the event of any difference appearing between a 
State and the depositary as to the performance of the latter’s 
functions, the depositary shall bring the question to the at­
tention of the signatory States and the contracting States or, 
where appropriate, of the competent organ of the internation­
al organization concerned.

, Article 78 

Notifications and communications

Except as the treaty or the present Convention otherwise 
provide, apy notification or communication to be made by 
any State under the present Convention shall:

(a> if there is no depositary, be transmitted direct to the 
States for which it is. intended, or if there is a deposit­
ary, to the latter;

(b) be considered as having been made by the State in 
question only upon its receipt by the State to which it 
was transmitted or, as the case may be, upon its re­
ceipt by the depositary;

(c) if transmitted to a depositary, be considered as receiv­
ed by the State for which it was intended only when 
the latter State has been informed by the depositary in 
accordance with article 77, paragraph 1(e).

Article 79

Correction of errors in texts or in certified 
copies of treaties

1. Where, after the authentication of the text of a treaty, 
the signatory States and the contracting States are agreed 
that it contains an error, the error shall, unless they decide 
upon some other means of correction, be corrected:

(a) by having the appropriate correction made in the text 
and causing the correction to be initialled by duly 
authorized representatives;

(b) by executing or exchanging an instrument or instru­
ments setting out the correction which it has been 
agreed to make; or

(c) by executing a corrected text of the whole treaty by 
the same procedure as in the case of the original text.

2. Where the treaty is one for which there is a depositary, 
the latter shall notify the signatory States and the contracting • 
States of the error and of the proposal to correct it and shall 
specify an appropriate time-limit within which, objection to

the proposed correction may be raised. If, on the expiry of the 
time-limit: ,

(a) no objection has been raised, the depositary shall make 
and initial the correction in the text and shall execute a 
proces-verbal of the rectification of the text and com­
municate a copy of it to the parties and to the States 
entitled to become parties to the treaty;

(b) an objection has been raised, the depositary shall com­
municate the objection to the signatory States and to 
the contracting States.

3. The rules in paragraphs 1 and 2 apply also where the 
text has been authenticated in two or more languages and it 
appears that there is a lack of concordance which the signa­
tory States and the contracting States agree should be correct­
ed.

4. The corrected text replaces the defective text ab initio, 
unless the signatory States and the contracting States other­
wise decide.

5. The correction of the text of a treaty that has been re­
gistered shall be notified to the Secretariat of the United Na­
tions.

6. Where an error is discovered in a certified copy of a 
treaty, the depositary shall execute a proces-verbal specifying 
the rectification and communicate a copy of it to the signa­
tory States and to the contracting States.

Article 80
Registration and publication of treaties

1. Treaties shall, after their entry into forc.e, be transmitted 
to the Secretariat of the United Nations for registration or 
filing and recording, as the case may be, and for publication.

2. The designation of a depositary shall constitute author­
ization for it to perform the acts specified in the preceding 
paragraph.

PART VIII 

FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 81
Signature

The present Convention shall be open for signature by all 
States Members of the United Nations or of any of the spe­
cialized agencies or of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency or parties to the Statute of the International Court 
of Justice, and by any other State invited by the General 
Assembly of the United Nations to become a party to the 
Convention, as follows: until 30 November 1969, at the Fed­
eral Ministry for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Austria, 
and subsequently, until 30 April 1970, at United Nations 
Headquarters, New York.

Article 82 
Ratification

The present Convention is subject to ratification. The ins­
truments of ratification shall be deposited with the Secretary- 
General of the United Nations.

Article 83 

Accession

The present Convention shall remain open for accession by 
any State belonging to any of the categories mentioned in


