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Article 13

Consent to be bound by a treaty expressed
by an exchange of instruments constituting a treaty

The consent of States to be bound by a treaty constituted
by instruments exchanged between them' is expressed by
“that exchange when: .
(a) , the instruments provide that their exchange shall have
that effect; or

(b) it is otherwise established that those States were ag-
reed that the exchange of instruments should have that
effect.

Article 14

Consent to be bound by a treaty expressed
by ratification, acceptance or approval

1. The consent of a State to be bound by a treaty is ex-
pressed by ratification when:
(a) the treaty provides for such consent to be expressed
by means of ratification;
(b) - it is otherwise established that the negotiating States
were agreed that ratification should be required;
(c) the representative' of the State has signed the treaty
subject to ratification; or
(d) the intention of the'State to sign the treaty subject
to ratification appears from the full powers of its re-
presentative or was expressed during the negotiation.

2. The consent of a State to be bound by a treaty is ex-
pressed by acceptance or approval under conditions similar
to those which apply to ratification.

Article 15

Consent to be bound by a treaty
expressed by accession

The consent of a State to be bound by a treaty is expressed
by accession when:

(a) the treaty provides that such consent may be expressed
by that State by means of accession; .

(b) it is otherwise established that the negotiating States
were agreed that such consent -may be expressed by
that State by means of accession; or

(c) all the parties have subsequently agreed that' such con-
sent may be expressed by that State by means of ac-
cession.

Article 16

Exchange or deposit of instruments of ratification,
acceptance, approval or accession

instruments of rati-
establish the con-.,

Unless the treaty otherwise provides,
fication, acceptance, approval or accession
sent of a State to be bound by a treaty upon:

(a) their exchange between the contracting States;

(b) their deposit with the depositary; or

(c) their notification to the contracting States or to the
depositary, if so agreed.

Article 17

Consent to be bound by part of a treaty
and choice of differing provisions !

1. Without prejudice to articles 19 to 23, the consent of a
State to be bound by part of a treaty is effective only if
the treaty so permits or the other contracting States so agree.

2. The consent of a State to be bound by a treaty which
permits & choice between differing provisions is effective only

if it is made clear to which of the provisions the consent re-
lates.

Article 18

Obligation not to defeat the object and purpose of a treaty
prior to its entry into force '

A State is obliged to refrain from acts which would defeat

the object and purpose of a treaty when:

(a) it has signed the treaty or has exchanged instruments
constituting the treaty subject to ratification, accep-
tance or approval, until it shall have made its intention
clear not to become a party to the treaty; or

(b) it has expressed its consent to be bound by the treaty,
pending the entry into force of the treaty and provided
that such entry into force is not unduly delayed.

SECTION 2: RESERVATIONS

Article 19

Formulation of reservations

A State may, when signing, ratifying, accepting, approving

or acceding to a treaty, formulate a reservation unless:

(a) the reservation is prohibited by the treaty;

(b)  the treaty provides that only specified reservations,
which do not include the reservation in question, may
be made; or

(¢) in cases not falling under sub-paragraphs (a) and (b),

the reservation is incompatible with the object and pur-
pose of the treaty.

Article 20

Acceptance of and objection to reservations

1. A reservation expressly authorized by a treaty does not
require any subsequent acceptance by the other contracting
States unless the treaty so provides.

2. When it appears from the limited number of the nego-
tiating States and the object and purpose of a treaty that the
application of the treaty in its entirety between all the par-
ties is an essential condition of the consent of each one to be
bound by the treaty, a reservation requires acceptance by all
the parties. :

3. When a treaty is a constituent instrument of an inter-
national organization and unless it otherwise provides, a re-
servation requires the acceptance of the competent organ of
that organization. )

4. In cases not falling under the preceding paragraphs and
unless the treaty otherwise provides:

by another contracting State of a reser-
reserving State a party to the
other State if or when the

(a) acceptance
vation constitutes the
treaty in relation to that
treaty is in force for those States;

(b) an objection by another contracting State to a reser-

vation does not preclude the entry into force of the
treaty as between the objecting and reserving States
unless a contrary intention is definitely expressed by

the objecting State;

(c) an act expressing a State’s consent to be bound by the
treaty and containing a reservation is effective as soon
as at least one other contracting State has'accepted the
reservation.

5. For the purposes of paragraphs 2 and 4 and unless the
treaty otherwise provides, a reservation is considered to have
been accepted by a State if it shall have raised no objection
to the reservation by the end of a period of twelve months
after it was notified of the reservation or by the date on
which it expressed its consent to be bound - by the treaty,
whichever is later.



