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Where a dispute is submitted to arbitration, if, within six 
months from the date of the request, the parties to the dis­
pute are unable to agree on the organization of the arbitra­
tion, a party may request the President of the International 
Court of Justice or the Secretary-General of the United Na­
tions to appoint one or more arbitrators. In case of conflicting 
requests by the parties to the dispute, the request to the Sec­
retary-General of the United Nations shall have priority.

3. Each State Party may at the time of signature, ratifica­
tion, acceptance or approval of this Convention or accession 
thereto declare that it does not consider itself bound by 
either or both of the dispute settlement procedures provided 
for in paragraph 2. The other States Parties shall not be 
bound by a dispute settlement procedure provided for in 
paragraph 2, with respect to a State Party which has made a 
reservation to that procedure.

4. Any State Party which has made a reservation in accord­
ance with paragraph 3 may at any time withdraw that re­
servation by notification to the depositary.

Article 18

1. This Convention shall be open for signature by all 
States at the Headquarters of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency in Vienna and at the Headquarters of the 
United Nations in New York from 3 March 1980 until its 
entry into force.

2. This Convention is subject to ratification, acceptance or 
approval by the signatory States.

3. After its entry into force, this Convention will be open 
for accession by all States.

4. (a) This Convention shall be open for signature or ac­
cession by international organizations and regional 
organizations of an integration or other nature, pro­
vided that any such organization is constituted by 
sovereign States and has competence in respect of the 
negotiation, conclusion and application of internation­
al agreements in matters covered by this Convention.

(b) In matters within their competence, such organiza­
tions shall, on their own behalf, exercise the rights 
and fulfil the responsibilities which this Convention 
attributes to States Parties.

(c) When becoming party to this Convention such an or­
ganization shall communicate to the depositary a de­
claration indicating which States are members there­
of and which articles of this Convention do not apply 
to it.

(d) Such an organization shall not hold any vote addi­
tional to those of its Member States.

5. Instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or ac­
cession shall be deposited with the depositary.

Article 19

1. This Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth 
day following the date of deposit of the twenty-first instru­
ment of ratification, acceptance or approval with the deposi­
tary.

2. For each State ratifying, accepting, approving or acced­
ing to the Convention after the date of deposit of the twenty- 
first instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval, the 
Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day after 
the deposit by such State of its instrument, of ratification, ac­
ceptance, approval or accession.

Article 20

1. Without prejudice to article 16 a State Party may 
propose amendments to this Convention. The proposed

amendment shall be submitted to the depositary who shall 
circulate it immediately to all States Parties. If a majority 
of States Parties request the depositary to convene a confer­
ence to consider the proposed amendments, the depositary 
shall invite all States Parties to attend such a conference to 
begin not sooner than thirty days after the invitations are 
issued. Any amendment adopted at the conference by a two- 
thirds majority of all States Pafties shall be promptly cir­
culated by the depositary to all States Parties.

2. The amendment shall enter into force for each State 
Party that deposits its instrument of ratification, acceptance 
or approval of the amendment on the thirtieth day after the 
date on which two thirds,of the States Parties have deposited 
their instruments of ratification, acceptance or approval with 
the depositary. Thereafter, the amendment shall enter into 
force for any other State Party on the day on which that 
State Party deposits its instrument of ratification, acceptance 
or approval of the amendment.

Article 21

1. Any State Party may denounce this Convention by 
written notification to the depositary.

2. Denunciation shall take effect one hundred and eighty 
days following the date on which notification is received by 
the depositary.

Article 22

The depositary shall promptly notify all States of:
(a) each signature of this Convention;
(b) each deposit of an instrument of ratification, acceptance, 

approval or accession;

(c) any reservation or withdrawal in accordance with ar­
ticle 17;

(d) any communication made by an organization in accord­
ance with paragraph 4 (c) of article 18;

(e) the entry into force of this Convention;

(f) the entry into force of any amendment to this Conven­
tion; and

(g) any denunciation made under article 21.

Article 23

The original of this Convention, of which the Arabic, 
Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish texts are 
equally authentic, shall be deposited with the Director Gen­
eral of the International Atomic Energy Agency who shall 
send certified copies thereof to all States.

ANNEX I

Levels of Physical Protection to be Applied 
in International Transport of Nuclear Material 

as Categorized in Annex II

1. Levels of physical protection for nuclear material dur­
ing storage incidental to international nuclear transport in­
clude:

(a) For Category III materials, storage within an area to 
which access is controlled;


