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(b) deposits of instruments of ratification, acceptance or 
approval of or accession to this Convention deposited under 
Article 4;

(c) notifications of consent to be bound by annexed Pro
tocols under Article 4; ,

(d) the dates of entry into force of this Convention and of 
each of its annexed Protocols under Article 5; and

(e) notifications of denunciation received under Article 9 
and their effective date.

Article 11 
Authentic texts

The original of this Convention with the annexed Proto
cols, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian 
and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited 
with the Depositary, who shall transmit certified true 
copies thereof to all States.

PROTOCOL 
ON NON-DETECTABLE FRAGMENTS 

(PROTOCOL I)

It is prohibited to use any weapon the primary effect of 
which is to injure by fragments which in the human body 
escape detection by X-rays.

PROTOCOL 
ON PROHIBITIONS OR RESTRICTIONS 

ON THE USE OF MINES, 
BOOBY-TRAPS AND OTHER DEVICES 

(PROTOCOL II)

Article 1 
Material scope of application

This Protocol relates to the use on land of the mines, 
booby-traps and other devices defined herein, including 
mines laid to interdict beaches, waterway crossings or river 
crossings, but does not apply to the use of anti-ship mines 
at sea or in inland waterways.

Article 2 
Definitions

For the purpose of this Protocol:
1. “Mine” means any munition placed under, on or near 

the ground or other surface area and designed to be deto
nated or exploded by the presence, proximity or contact of 
a person or vehicle, and “remotely delivered mine” means 
any mine so defined delivered by artillery, rocket, mortar 
or similar means or dropped from an aircraft.

2. “Boobyrtrap” means any device or material which is 
designed, constructed or adapted to kill or injure and which 
functions unexpectedly when a person disturbs or ap
proaches an apparently harmless object or performs an 
apparently safe act.

3. “Other devices” means manually-emplaced munitions 
and devices designed to kill, injure or damage and which 
are actuated by remote control or automatically after a lapse 
of time.

4. “Military objective” means, so far as objects are con
cerned, any object which by its nature, location, purpose or 
use makes an effective contribution to military action and 
whose total or partial destruction, capture or neutralization, 
in the circumstances ruling at the time, offers a definite mi
litary advantage.

5. “Civilian objects” are all objects which are not military 
objectives as defined in paragraph 4.

6. “Recording” means a physical, administrative and 
technical operation designed to obtain, for the purpose of 
registration in the official records, all available information 
facilitating the location of minefields, mines and booby- 
traps.

Article 3
General restrictions on the use of mines, 

booby-traps and other devices
1. This Article applies to:
(a) mines;
(b) booby-traps; and
(c) other devices.

2. It is prohibited in all circumstances to direct weapons 
to which this Article applies, either in offence, defence or 
by way of reprisals, against the civilian population as such 
or against individual civilians.

3. The indiscriminate use of weapons to which this Article 
applies is prohibited. Indiscriminate use is any placement 
of such weapons:

(a) which is not on, or directed against, a military objec
tive; or

(b) which employs a method or means of delivery which 
cannot be directed at a specific military objective; or

(c) which may be expected to cause incidental loss of 
civilian life, injury to civilians, damage to civilian objects, 
or a combination thereof, which would be excessive in rela
tion to the concrete and direct military advantage antici
pated. ^

4. All feasible precautions shall be taken to protect civi
lians from the effects of weapons to which this Article 
applies. Feasible precautions are those precautions which 
are practicable or practically possible taking into account 
all circumstances ruling at the time, including humanitarian 
and military considerations.

Article 4
Restrictions on the use of mines other than remotely 

delivered mines, booby-traps 
and other devices in populated areas

1. This Article applies to:
(a) mines other than remotely delivered mines;
(b) booby-traps; and
(c) other devices.

2. It is prohibited to use weapons to which this Article 
applies in any city, town, village or other area containing 
a similar concentration of civilians in which combat be
tween ground forces is not taking place or does not appear 
to be imminent, unless either:

(a) they are placed on or in the close vicinity of a military 
objective belonging to or under the control of an adverse 
party; or

(b) measures are taken to protect civilians from their 
effects, for example, the posting of warning signs, the post
ing of sentries, the issue of warnings or the provision of 
fences.

Article 5
Restrictions on the use of remotely delivered mines

1. The use of remotely delivered mines is prohibited un
less such mines are only used within an area which is itself 
a military objective or which contains military objectives, 
and unless:

(a) their location can be accurately recorded in accord
ance with Article 7 (1) (a); or

(b) an effective , neutralizing mechanism is used on each 
such mine, that is to say, a self-actuating mechanism which 
is designed to render a mine harmless or cause it to destroy 
itself when it is anticipated that the mine will no longer 
serve the military purpose for which it was placed in posi
tion, or a remotely-controlled mechanism which is designed 
to render harmless or destroy a mine when the mine no


