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concerned and use its best endeavours to obtain the accept­
ance by the latter of the principles stated in Sections II 
and III of the Convention.

Article 7

1. Considering that recognition refers to the studies fol­
lowed and the certificates, diplomas or degrees obtained 
from institutions approved by the competent authorities 
concerned in the Contracting State in which the certificates, 
diplomas, or degrees were obtained, any person, of what­
ever nationality or political or legal status, who has followed 
such studies and obtained such certificates, diplomas or 
degrees shall be eligible for consideration to benefit from 
the provisions of Articles 3, 4 and 5.

2. Any national of a Contracting State who has obtained 
in the territory of a non-Contracting State one or more 
certificates, diplomas or degrees comparable to those defined 
in Articles 3, 4 and 5 may avail himself of those provisions 
which are applicable, on condition that his certificates,! 
diplomas or degrees have been recognized in his home 
country and in the country in which he wishes to continue 
his studies.

IV. MACHINERY FOR IMPLEMENTATION
<

Article 8

The Contracting States shall undertake to work for the 
attainment of the objectives defined in Article 2 and shall 
make their best efforts to ensure that the undertakings set 
forth in Articles 3, 4, 5 and 6 above are put into effect by 
means of:

(a) national bodies;
(b) the Regional Committee defined in Article 10;
(c) bilateral or subregional bodies.

Article 9

1. The Contracting States recognize that the attainment of 
the goals and the execution of the undertakings defined in 
this Convention will require, at the national level, close co­
operation and co-ordination of the efforts of a great variety 
of national authorities, whether governmental or non-gov­
ernmental, particularly universities, validating bodies and 
other educational institutions. They therefore agree to entrust 
the study of the problems involved in the application of this 
Convention to appropriate national bodies, with which all 
the sectors concerned will be associated and which will be 
empowered to propose appropriate solutions. The Contract­
ing States will furthermore take all feasible measures re­
quired to speed up the effective functioning of these national 
bodies.

2. The Contracting States shall co-operate with the compe­
tent authorities of another Contracting State especially by 
enabling them to collect all information of use to them in 
their activities relating to studies, diplomas and degrees in 
higher education.

3. Every national body shall have at its disposal the ne­
cessary means to enable it either to collect, process and file 
all information of use to it in' its activities relating to stu­
dies, diplomas and degrees in higher education, or to obtain 
the information it requires in this connection at short notice 
from a separate national documentation centre.

Article 10

1. A regional committee composed of representatives of 
the governments of the Contracting States is hereby set up. 
Its Secretariat is entrusted to the Director-General of the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organi­
zation. _

2. Non-Contracting States of the Europe Region which 
have been invited to take part in the diplomatic conference 
entrusted with the adoption of this Convention shall be able 
to participate in the meetings of the Regional Committee.

3. The function of the Regional Committee shall be to 
promote the application of this Convention. It shall receive 
and examine the periodic reports which the Contracting 
States shall communicate to it on the progress made and the 
obstacles encountered by them in the application of the Con­
vention and also the studies carried out by its Secretariat 
on the said Convention. The Contracting States undertake 
to submit a report to the Committee at least once every two 
years.

4. The Regional Committee shall, where appropriate, 
address to the Contracting States recommendations of a 
general or individual character concerning the application 
of this Convention.

Article 11
1. The Regional Committee shall elect its Chairman for 

each session and adopt its Rules of Procedure. It shall meet 
in ordinary session at least every two years. The Committee 
shall meet for the first time three months after the sixth 
instrument of ratification or accession has been deposited.

2. The Secretariat of the Regional Committee shall prepare 
the agenda for the meetings of the Committee, in accordance 
with the instructions it receives from the Committee and 
the provisions of the Rules of Procedure. It shall help na­
tional bodies to obtain the information needed by them in 
their activities.

V. DOCUMENTATION

Article 12
1. The Contracting States shall engage in exchanges- of 

information and documentation pertaining to studies, certi­
ficates, diplomas and degrees in higher education.

2. They shall endeavour to promote the development of 
methods and machinery for collecting, processing, classify­
ing and disseminating all the necessary information pertain­
ing to the recognition of studies, certificates, diplomas and 
degrees in higher education, taking into account existing 
methods and machinery as well as information collected by 
national, regional, subregional and international bodies, in 
particular the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization.

VI. CO-OPERATION WITH INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS

Article 13
The Regional Committee shall make all the appropriate 

arrangements for associating with its efforts, for the purpose 
of ensuring that this Convention is applied as fully as pos­
sible, the competent international governmental and non­
governmental organizations. This applies particularly to the 
intergovernmental institutions and agencies vested with 
responsibility for the application of subregional conventions 
or agreements concerning the recognition of diplomas and 
degrees in the States belonging to the Europe Region.

VII. INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION UNDER 
THE AUTHORITY OF A CONTRACTING STATE 

BUT SITUATED OUTSIDE ITS TERRITORY

Article 14

The provisions of this Convention shall apply to studies 
pursued at, and to certificates, diplomas and degrees obtain-


