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ARTICLE VIII
The Commission shall have legal personality and shall enjoy 
in the territory of each of the States Parties such legal capacity 
as may be necessary to perform its function and achieve the 
purposes of this Convention. The privileges and immunities 
to be enjoyed by the Commission and its staff in the territory 
of a State Party shall be determined by agreement between 
the Commission and the State Party concerned.

ARTICLE IX
1. The function of the Commission shall be to give effect 

to the objective and principles set out in Article II of 
this Convention. To this end, it shall:
(a) facilitate research into and comprehensive studies of 

Antarctic marine living resources and of the Antarctic 
marine ecosystem;

(b) compile data on the status of and changes in popu­
lation of Antarctic marine living resources and on 
factors affecting the distribution, abundance and pro­
ductivity of harvested species and dependent or 
related species or populations;

(c) ensure the acquisition of catch and effort statistics 
on harvested populations;

(d) analyse, disseminate and publish the information 
referred to in sub-paragraphs (b) and (c) above and 
the reports of the Scientific Committee;

(e) identify conservation needs and analyse the effec­
tiveness of conservation measures;

(f) formulate, adopt and revise' conservation measures 
on the basis of the best scientific evidence available, 
subject to the provisions of paragraph 5 of this 
Article;

(g) implement the system of observation and inspection 
established under Article XXIV of this Convention;

(h) carry out such other activities as are necessary to 
fulfil the objective of this Convention.

2. The conservation measures referred to in paragraph 1 (f) 
above include the following:
(a) the designation of the quantity of any species which 

may be harvested in the area to which this Con­
vention applies;

(b) the designation of regions and sub-regions based on 
the distribution of populations of Antarctic marine 
living resources;

(c) the designation of the quantity which may be 
harvested from the populations of regions and sub- 
regions ;

(d) the designation of protected species;
(e) the designation of the size, age and, as appropriate, 

sex of species which may be harvested;
(f) the designation of open and closed seasons for 

harvesting;
(g) the designation of the opening and closing of areas, 

regions or sub-regions for purposes of scientific study 
or conservation, including special areas for protection 
and scientific study;

(h) regulation of the effort employed and methods of 
harvesting, including fishing gear, with a view, inter 
alia, to avoiding undue concentration of 'harvesting 
in any region or sub-region;

(i) the taking of such other conservation measures as 
the Commission considers necessary for the fulfilment 
of the objective of this Convention, including measures 
concerning the effects of harvesting and associated 
activities on components of the marine ecosystem 
other than the harvested populations.

3. The Commission shall publish and maintain a record of 
all conservation measures in force.

, 4. In exercising its functions under paragraph 1 above, the 
Commission shall take full account of the recommend­
ations and advice of the Scientific Committee.

5. The Commission shall take full account of any relevant 
measures or regulations established or recommended by 
the Consultative Meetings pursuant to Article IX of the 
Antarctic Treaty or by existing fisheries commissions 
responsible for species which may enter the area to 
which this Convention applies, in order that there shall 
be no inconsistency between the rights and obligations of 
a Contracting Party under such. regulations or measures 
and conservation measures which may be adopted by the 
Commission.

6. Conservation measures adopted by the Commission in 
accordance with this Convention shall be implemented by 
Members of the Commission in the following manner:
(a) the Commission shall notify conservation measures 

to all Members of the Commission;
(b) conservation measures shall become binding upon all 

Members of the Commission 180 days after such 
notification, except as provided in sub-paragraphs (c) 
and (d) below;

(c) if a Member of the Commission, within ninety days 
following the notification specified in sub-para­
graph (a), notifies the Commission that it is unable 
to accept the conservation measure, in whole or in 
part, the measure shall not, to the extent stated, be 
binding upon that Member of the Commission;

(d) in the event that any Member of the Commission 
invokes the procedure set forth in sub-paragraph (c) 
above, the Commission shall meet at the request of 
any Member of the Commission to review the conser­
vation measure. At the time of such meeting and 
within thirty days following the meeting, any Member 
of the Commission shall have the right to declare that 
it is no longer able to accept the conservation measure, 
in which case the Member shall no longer be bound 
by such measure.

ARTICLE X
1. The Commission shall draw the attention of any State 

which is not a Party to this Convention to any activity 
undertaken by its nationals or vessels which, in the 
opinion of the Commission, affects the implementation of 
the objective of this Convention.

2. The Commission shall draw the attention of all Contract­
ing Parties to any activity which, in the opinion of the 
Commission, affects the implementation by a Contracting 
Party of the objective of this Convention or the compliance 
by that Contracting Party with its obligations under this 
Convention.

ARTICLE XI
The Commission shall seek to co-operate with Contracting 
Parties which may exercise jurisdiction in marine areas 
adjacent to the area to which this Convention applies in 
respect of the conservation of any stock or stocks of associated 
species which occur botlr- within those areas and the area 
to which this Convention applies, with a view to harmonizing 
the conservation measures adopted in respect of such 
stocks.

ARTICLE XII
1. Decisions of the Commission on matters of substance shall 

be taken by consensus. The question of whether a matter 
is one of substance shall be treated as a matter of 
substance.

2. Decisions on matters other than those referred to in para­
graph 1 above shall be taken by a simple majority of the 
Members of the Commission present and voting.

3. In Commission consideration of any item requiring a 
decision, it shall be made clear whether a regional 
economic integration organization will participate in the 
taking of the decision and, if so, whether any of its 
member States will also participate. The number of Con­
tracting Parties so participating shall not exceed the 
number of member States of the regional economic 
integration organization which are Members of the Com­
mission.


