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or seeks to limit his liability before the Court of a Contract­
ing State or seeks to procure the release of -а ship or other 
property arrested or the bail or other security given within 
the jurisdiction of any such State.

Nevertheless, each Contracting State shall. have the right 
to exclude, wholly or partially, from the benefits of this Con­
vention any non-Contracting State, or any person who, 
at the time when he seeks to limit his liability or to secure 
the release of a ship or other property arrested or the bail or 
other security in accordance with the provisions of Article 5 
hereof, is not ordinarily resident in a Contracting State, or 
does not have his principal place of business in a Contracting 
State, or any ship in respect of which limitation of liability or 
release is sought which does not at the time specified above 
fly the flag of a Contracting State.

Article 8.
Each Contracting State reserves the right to decide what 

other classes of ship shall be treated in the same manner as 
sea-going ships for the purposes of this Convention.

Article 9.
This Convention shall be open for signature by the States 

represented at the tenth session of the Diplomatic Conference 
on Maritime Law.

Article 10.
This Convention shall be ratified and the instruments of 

ratification shall be deposited with the Belgian Government 
which shall notify through diplomatic channels all signatory 
and acceding States of their deposit.

Article 11.
(1) This Convention shall come into force six months after 

the date of deposit of at least ten instruments of ratifica­
tion, of which at least five shall have been deposited by 
States that have each a tonnage equal or superior to one 
million gross tons of tonnage.

(2) For each signatory State which ratifies the Convention 
after the date of deposit of the instrument of ratification 
determining the coming into force such as is stipulated 
in paragraph (1) of this Article, this Convention shall 
come into force six months after the deposit of their 
instrument of ratification.

Article 12.
Any State, not represented at the tenth session of the 

Diplomatic Conference on Maritime Law may accede to this 
Convention.

The instruments of accession Shall be deposited with the 
Belgian Government which shall inform through diplomatic 
channels all signatory and acceding States of the deposit of 
any such instruments.

The Convention shall come into force in respect of the 
acceding State six months after the date of the deposit of the 
instrument of accession of that State, but not before the date 
of entry into force of the Convention as established by 
Article 11 (1).

Article 13.
Each High Contracting Party shall have the right to 

denounce this Convention at any time after the coming into 
force thereof in respect of such High Contracting Party. 
Nevertheless, this denunciation shall only take effect one year 
after the date on which notification thereof has been received 
by the Belgian Government which shall inform through 
diplomatic channells all signatory and acceding States of 
such notification.

Article .14.
(1) Any High Contracting Party may at the time of its rati­

fication of or accession to this Convention or at any time 
thereafter declare by written notification to the Belgian 
Government that the Convention shall extend to any of 
the territories for whose international relations it is 
responsible. The Convention shall six months after the 
date of the receipt of such notification by the Belgian 
Government extend to the territories named therein, but 
not before the date of the coming into force of this Con­
vention in respect of such High Contracting Party;

(2) Any High Contracting Party which has made a declara­
tion under paragraph (1) of this Article extending the 
Convention to any territory for whose international rela­
tions it is responsible may at any time thereafter declare 
by notification given to the Belgian Government that 
the Convention shall cease to extend to such territory. 
This denunciation shall take effect one year after the date 
on which notification thereof has been received by the 
Belgian Government;

(3) The Belgian Government shall inform through diplomatic 
channels all signatory and acceding States of any notifica­
tion received by it under this Article.

Article 15.
Any High Contracting Party may three years after the 

coming into force of this Convention in respect of such High 
Contracting Party or at any time thereafter request that a 
Conference be convened in order to consider amendments to 
this Convention.

Any High Contracting Party proposing to avail itself of this 
right shall notify the Belgian Government which shall convene 
the Conference within six months therafter.

Article 16.
In respect of the relations between States which ratify this 

Convention or accede to it, this Convention shall replace and 
abrogate the International Convention for the unification of 
certain rules concerning the limitation of the liability of the 
owners of sea-going ship's, signed at Brussels, on the 25th of 
August 1924.

In Witness whereof the Plenipotentiaries, duly authorized,
have signed this Convention.

\
Done at Brussels, this tenth day of October 1957, in the' 

French and English languages, the two texts being equally 
authentic, in a single copy, which shall remain deposited in 
the archives of the Belgian Government, which shall issue 
certified copies.

PROTOCOL OF SIGNATURE
(1) Any State, at the time of signing, ratifying or acceding to 

this Convention may make any of the reservations set 
forth in paragraph (2).. No other reservations to this 
Convention shall be admissible.

(2) The following are the only reservations admissible:
(a) Reservation of the right to exclude the application 

of Article 1 paragraph (1) (c).
(b) Reservation of the right to regulate by specific pro­

visions of national law the system of limitation of 
liability to be applied to ships of less than 300 tons.

(c) Reservation of the right to give effect to this Con­
vention either by giving it the force of law or by 
including in national legislation, in a form appropriate 
to that legislation, .the provisions of this Convention.
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