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3. On the request of the Fisheries Commission and after 
having consulted the Scientific Council, the General Council 
may by a two-thirds majority vote of all Contracting Parties, 
if deemed necessary for management purposes, divide the 
Regulatory Area into appropriate regulatory divisions and 
subdivisions. These may subsequently be modified in accord
ance with the same procedure. The boundaries of any such 
divisions and subdivisions shall be defined in Annex III.

4. Annex III to this Convention, either in its present terms 
or as modified from time to time pursuant to this Article, 
forms an integral part pf this Convention.

ARTICLE XXI
1. Any Contracting Party may propose amendments to this 

Convention to be considered and acted upon by the General 
Council at an annual or a special meeting. Any such proposed 
amendment shall be sent to the Executive Secretary at least 
ninety days prior to the meeting at which it is proposed to be 
acted upon, and the Executive Secretary shall immediately 
transmit the proposal to all Contracting Parties.

2. The adoption of a proposed amendment to the Conven
tion by the General Council shall require a three-fourths 
majority of the votes of all Contracting Parties. The text of 
any proposed amendments so adopted shall be transmitted 
by the Depositary to all Contracting Parties.

3. An amendment shall take effect for all Contracting Par
ties one hundred and twenty days following the date of trans
mittal specified in the notification by the Depositary of receipt 
of written notification of aproval by three-fourths of all 
Contracting Parties unless any other Contracting Party 
notifies the Depositary that it objects to the amendment within 
ninety days of the date of transmittal specified in the notifica
tion by the Depositary of such receipt, in which case the 
amendment shall not take effect for any Contracting Party. 
Any Contracting Party which has objected to an amendment 
may at any time withdraw that objection. If all objections to 
an amendment are withdrawn, the amendment shall take 
effect for all Contracting Parties one hundred and twenty 
days following the date of transmittal specified in the notifica
tion by the Depositary of receipt of the last withdrawal.

4. Any Party which becomes a Contracting Party to the 
Convention after an amendment has been adopted in accord
ance with paragraph 2 shall be deemed to have approved the 
said amendment.

5. The Depositary shall promptly notify all Contracting 
Parties of the receipt of notifications of approval of amend
ments, the receipt of notifications of objection or withdrawal 
of objections, and the entry into force of amendments.

ARTICLE XXII
1. This Convention shall be open for signature at Ottawa 

until 31 December 1978, by the Parties represented at the 
Diplomatic Conference on the Future of Multilateral Coopera
tion in the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries, held at Ottawa from 
11 to 21 October 1977. It shall thereafter be open for accession.

2. This Convention shall be subject to ratification, accept
ance or approval by the Signatories and the instruments of 
ratification, acceptance or approval shall be deposited with 
the Government of Canada, referred to in this Convention as 
“ the Depositary”.

3. This Convention shall enter into force upon the first day 
of January following the deposit of instruments of ratification, 
acceptance or approval by, not less than six Signatories, at 
least one of which exercises fisheries jurisdiction in waters 
forming part of the Convention Area.

4. Any party which has not signed this Convention may 
accede thereto by a notification in writing to the Depositary. 
Accessions received by the Depositary prior to the date of entry 
into force of this Convention shall become effective on the 
date this Convention enters into force. Accessions received 
by the Depositary after the date entry into force of this 
Convention shall become effective on the date of receipt by 
the Depositary.

5. The Depositary shall inform all Signatories and all
Contracting Parties of all ratifications, acceptances or 
approvals deposited and accessions received.

6. The Depositary shall convene the initial meeting of the 
Organization to be held not more than six months after the 
coming into force of the Convention, and shall communicate 
the provisional agenda to each Contracting Party not less than 
one month before the date of the meeting.

ARTICLE XXIII
Upon the entry into force of this Convention, each proposal 

that has been transmitted or is effective at the time under 
Article VIII of the International Convention for the North
west Atlantic Fisheries, 1949, (“the ICNAF Convention”) shall, 
subject to the provisions of the ICNAF Convention, become a 
measure binding on each Contracting Party with respect to 
the Regulatory Area immediately, й the proposal has become 
effective under the ICNAF Convention, or at such time as it 
becomes effective thereunder. Subject to paragraphs of 
Article XII of this Convention, each such measure shall remain 
binding on each Contracting Party, until such time as it expires 
or is replaced by a measure which has become binding 
pursuant to Article XI of this Convention; provided that no 
such replacement shall take effect before this Convention has 
been in force for one year.

ARTICLE XXIV
1, Any Contracting Party may withdraw from the Conven

tion on 31 December of any year by giving notice on or before 
the preceding 30 June to the Depositary, which shall com
municate copies of such notice to other Contracting Parties.

2. Any other Contracting Party may thereupon withdraw 
from the Convention on the same 31 December by giving 
notice to the Depositary within one month of the receipt of a 
copy of a notice of withdrawal given pursuant to para
graph 1.

ARTICLE XXV
1. The original of the present Convention shall be deposited, 

with the Government of Canada, which shall communicate 
certified copies thereof to all the Signatories and to all the 
Contracting Parties.

2. The Depositary shall register the present Convention with 
the Secretariat of the United Nations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly 
authorized thereto, have signed this Convention.

DONE at Ottawa, this 24th day of October, 1978, in a single 
original, in the English and French languages, each text being 
equally authentic.

ANNEX I TO THE CONVENTION

List of Species for the Determination 
of the Nominal Catches to be Used 
in Calculating the Annual Budget 

Pursuant to Article XVI

Atlantic cod 
Haddock 
Atlantic redfish 
Silver hake 
Red hake 
Pollock
American plaice 
Witch flounder 
Yellowtail flounder 
Greenland halibut

Gadus morhua 
v Melanogrammus aeglefinus 

Sebastes marinus 
Merluccius bilinear is 
Urophycis chuss 
Pollachius virens 
Hippoglossoides platessoides 
Glyptocephalus cynoglossus 
Limanda ferruginea 
Reinhardtius hippoglossoides


