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Where consensus cannot be achieved, the Council shall set 
out in its report all views advanced on the matter under 
consideration.

2. Decisions of the Scientific Council with respect to the 
election of officers, the adoption and the amendment of rules 
and other matters pertaining to the organization of its work 
shall be taken by a majority of votes of all Contracting Parties 
present and casting affirmative or negative votes, and for 
these purposes each Contracting Party shall have one vote. 
No vote shall be taken unless there is a quorum of at least 
two-thirds of the Contracting Parties.

3. The Scientific Council shall adopt, and amend as occasion 
may require, rules for the conduct of its meetings and for the 
exercise of its functions.

ARTICLE XI
1. The Fisheries Commission, hereinafter referred to as “the 

Commission”, shall be responsible for the management and 
conservation of the fishery resources of the Regulatory Area 
in accordance with the provisions of this Article.

2. The Commission may adopt proposals for joint action 
by the Contracting Parties designed to achieve the optimum 
utilization of the fishery resources of the Regulatory Area. In 
considering such proposals, the Commission shall take into 
account any. relevant information or advice provided to it by 
the Scientific Council.

3. In the exercise of its functions under paragraph 2, the 
Commission shall seek to ensure consistency between:
(a) any proposal that applies to a stock or group of stocks 

occurring both within the Regulatory Area and within an 
area under the fisheries jurisdiction of a coastal State, or 
any proposal that would have an effect through species 
interrelationships on a stock or group of stocks occurring 
in whole or in part within an area under the fisheries 
jurisdiction of a coastal State, and

(b) any measures or decisions taken by the coastal State for 
the management and conservation of that stock or group 
of stocks with respect to fishing activities conducted 
within the area under its fisheries jurisdiction.

The appropriate coastal State and the Commission shall 
accordingly promote the coordination of such proposals, meas
ures and decisions. Each coastal State shall keep the Com
mission informed of its measures and decisions for the purpose 
of this Article.

4. Proposals adopted by the Commission for the allocation 
of catches in the Regulatory Area shall take into account the 
interests of Commission members whose vessels have tradi
tionally fished mithin that Area,' and, in the allocation of 
catches from the Grand Banks and Flemish Cap, Commission 
members shall give special consideration to the Contracting 
Party whose coastal communities are primarily dependent on 
fishing for stocks related to these fishing banks and which 
has undertaken extensive efforts to ensure the conservation 
of such stocks through international action, in particular, by 
providing surveillance and inspection of international fisheries 
on these banks under an international scheme of joint en
forcement.

5. The Commission may also adopt proposals for inter
national measures of control and enforcement within the 
Regulatory Area for the purpose of ensuring within that Area 
the application of this Convention and the measures in force 
thereunder.

6. Each proposal adopted by the Commission shall be 
transmitted by the Executive Secretary to all Contracting 
Parties, specifying the date of transmittal for the purposes of 
paragraph 1 of Article XII.

7. Subject to the provisions of Article XII, each proposal 
adopted by the Commission under this Article shall become 
a measure binding on all Contracting Parties to enter into 
question pertaining to the scientific basis for the management 
force on a date determined, by the Commission.

8. The Commission may refer to the Scientific Council any 
and conservation of fishery resources within the Regulatory 
Area and shall specify terms of reference for the consideration 
of that question.

9. The Commission may invite the attention of any or all 
Commission members to any matters which relate to the 
objectives and purposes of this Convention within the Regu
latory Area.

ARTICLE XII
1. If any Commission member presents to the Executive 

Secretary an objection to a proposal within sixty days of the 
date of transmittal specified in the notification of the proposal 
by the Executive Secretary, the proposal shall not become a 
binding measure until the expiration of forty days following 
the date of transmittal specified in the notification of that 
objection to the Contracting Parties. Thereupon any other 
Commission member may similarly object prior to the expira
tion of the additional forty-day period, or within thirty days 
after the date of transmittal specified in the notification to the 
Contracting Parties of any objection presented within that 
additional forty-day period, whichever shall be the later. The 
proposal shall then become a measure binding on all Contract
ing Parties, except those which have presented objections, at 
the end of the extended period or periods for objecting. If, 
however, at the end of such extended period or periods, ob
jections have been presented and maintained by a majority of 
Commission members, the proposal shall not become a binding 
measure, unless any or all of the Commission members never
theless agree as among themselves to be bound by it on an 
agreed date.

2. Any Commission member, which has objected to a proposal 
may at any time withdraw that objection and the proposal 
immediately shall become a measure binding on such a mem
ber, subject to the objection procedure provided for in this 
Article.

3. At any time after the expiration of one year from the 
date on which a measure enters into force, any Commission 
member may give to the Executive Secretary notice of its 
intention not to be bound by the measure, and, if that notice 
is not withdrawn, the measure shall cease to be binding on 
that member at the end of one year from the date of receipt 
of the notice by the Executive Secretary. At -any time after a 
measure has ceased to be binding on a Commission member 
under this paragraph, the measure shall cease to be binding 
on any other Commission member upon the date a notice of 
its intention not to be bound is received by the Executive 
Secretary.

4. The Executive Secretary shall immediately notify each 
Contracting Party of:
(a) the receipt of each objection and withdrawal of objection 

under paragraphs 1 and 2;
(b) the date on which any proposal becomes a binding 

measure under the provisions of paragraph 1; and
(c) the receipt of each notice under paragraph 3.

ARTICLE XIII
1. The membership of the Commission shall be reviewed and 

determined by the'General Council at its annual meeting and 
shall consist of:
(a) each Contracting Party which participates in the fisheries 

of the Regulatory Area; and
(b) any Contracting Party which has provided evidence

satisfactory to the General Council that it expects to 
participate in the fisheries of the Regulatory Area during 
the year of that annual meeting or during the following 
calendar year. ^ .

2. Each Commission member shall appoint to the Commis
sion not more than three representatives who may be accom
panied at any of its meetings by alternates, experts and 
advisers.

3. Any Contracting Party that is not a Commission member 
may attend meetings of the Commission as an observer.


