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appropriate authorities of the State of the ship’s registry stat­
ing that the ship is owned by that State and that the ship’s 
liability is covered within the limits prescribed by Article V, 
paragraph 1. Such a certificate shall follow as closely as 
practicable the model prescribed by paragraph 2 of this Ar­
ticle.

ARTICLE VIII
Rights of compensation under this Convention shall be ex­

tinguished unless an action is brought thereunder within 
three years from the date when the damage occurred. How­
ever, in no case shall an action be brought after six years 
from the date of the incident which caused the damage. 
Where this incident consists of a series of occurrences, the 
six years’ period shall run from the date of the first such 
occurrence.

ARTICLE IX
1. Where an incident has caused pollution damage in the 
territory including the territorial sea of one or more Con­
tracting States, or preventive measures have been taken to 
prevent or minimize pollution damage in such territory in­
cluding the territorial sea, actions for compensation may only 
be brought in the Courts of any such Contracting State or 
States. Reasonable notice of any such action shall be given 
to the defendant.
2. Each Contracting State shall ensure that its Courts possess 
the necessary jurisdiction to entertain such actions for com­
pensation.
3. After the fund has been constituted in accordance with 
Article V the Courts of the State in which the fund is con­
stituted shall be exclusively competent to determine all mat­
ters relating to the apportionment and distribution of the 
fund.

ARTICLE X
1. Any judgment given by a Court with jurisdiction in ac­
cordance with Article IX which is enforceable in the State 
of origin where it is no longer, subject to ordinary forms of 
review, shall be recognized in any Contracting State, except:

(a) where the judgment was obtained by fraud; or
(b) where the defendant was not given reasonable notice 

and a fair opportunity to present his case.
2. A judgment recognized under paragraph 1 of this Article 
shall be enforceable in each Contracting State as soon as the 
formalities required in that State have been complied with. 
The formalities shall not permit the merits of the case to be 
re-opened.

ARTICLE XI
1. The provisions of this Convention shall not apply to war­
ships or other ships owned or operated by a State and used, 
for the time being, only on Government non-commercial 
service.
2. With respect to ships owned by a Contracting State and 
used for commercial purposes, each State shall be subject to 
suit in the jurisdictions set forth in Article IX and shall waive 
all defences based on its status as a sovereign State.

ARTICLE XII
This Convention shall supersede any International Conven­

tions in force or open for signature, ratification or accession 
at the date on which the Convention is opened for signature, 
but only to the extent that such Conventions would be in 
conflict with it; however, nothing in this Article shall af­
fect the obligations of Contracting States to non-Contracting 
States arising under such International Conventions.

ARTICLE XIII
1. The present Convention shall remain open for signature 
until 31 December 1970 and shall thereafter remain open for 
accession.
2. States Members of the United Nations or any of the Spe­
cialized Agencies or of the International Atomic Energy

Agency or Parties to the Statute of the International Court 
of Justice may become Parties to this Convention by:

(a) signature without reservation as to ratification, accept­
ance or approval;

(b) signature subject to ratification, acceptance or approv­
al followed by ratification, acceptance or approval;
or

(c) accession.
ARTICLE XIV

1. Ratification, acceptance, approval or accession shall be 
effected by the deposit of a formal instrument to that effect 
with the Secretary-General of the Organization.
2. Any instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or ac­
cession deposited after the entry into force of an amend­
ment to the present Convention with respect to all existing 
Contracting States, or after the completion of all measures 
required for the entry into force of the amendment with 
respect to those Contracting States shall be deemed to apply 
to the Convention as modified by the amendment.

ARTICLE XV

1. The present Convention shall enter into force on the 
ninetieth day following the date on which Governments of 
eight States including five States each with not less than 
1,000,000 gross tons of tanker tonnage have either signed it 
without reservation as to ratification, acceptance or approval 
or have deposited instruments of ratification, acceptance, ap­
proval or accession with the Secretary-General of the Or­
ganization.
2. For each State which subsequently ratifies, accepts, ap­
proves or accedes to it the present Convention shall come 
into force on the ninetieth day after deposit by such State 
of the appropriate instrument.

ARTICLE XVI
1. The present Convention may be denounced by any Con­
tracting State at any time after the date on which the Con­
vention comes into force for that State.
2. Denunciation shall be effected by the deposit of an in­
strument with the Secretary-General of the Organization.
3. A denunciation shall take effect one year, or such longer 
period as may be specified in the instrument of denunciation, 
after its deposit with the Secretary-General of the Organi­
zation.

ARTICLE XVII
1. The United Nations, where it is the administering author­
ity for a territory, or any Contracting State responsible for 
the international relations of a territory, shall as soon as pos­
sible consult with the appropriate authorities of such territory 
or take such other measures as may be appropriate, in order 
to extend the present Convention to that territory and may 
at any time by notification in writing to the Secretary- 
General of the Organization declare that the present Con­
vention shall extend to such territory.
2. The present Convention shall, from the date of receipt of 
the notification or from such other date as may be specified 
in the notification, extend to the territory named therein.
3. The United Nations, or any Contracting State which has 
made a declaration under paragraph 1 of this Article may 
at any time after the date on which the Convention has been 
so extended to any territory declare- by notification in writ­
ing to the Secretary-General of the Organization that the 
present Convention shall cease to extend to any such terri­
tory named in the notification.
4. The present Convention shall cease to extend to any terri­
tory mentioned in such notification one year, or such longer 
period as may be specified therein, after the date of receipt 
of the notification by the Secretary-General of the Organiza­
tion.


