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organizations, and, on the basis of the information and data 
acquired pursuant to Paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article, to 
co-operate in developing inter-comparable observation 
methods, in performing baseline studies and in establishing 
complementary or joint programmes for monitoring.

4. The organization and scope of work connected with the 
implementation of tasks referred to in the preceding Para­
graphs should primarily be outlined by the Commission.

Article 17 
Responsibility for damage

The Contracting Parties undertake, as soon as possible, 
jointly to develop and accept rules concerning responsibility 
for damage resulting from acts or omissions in contravention 
of the present Convention, including, inter alia, limits of res­
ponsibility, criteria and procedures for the determination of 
liability and available remedies.

Article 18 
Settlement of disputes

1. In case of a dispute between Contracting Parties as to 
the interpretation or application of the present Convention, 
they should seek a solution by negotiation. If the Parties con­
cerned cannot reach agreement they should seek the good 
offices of or jointly request the mediation by a third Con­
tracting Party, a qualified international organization or a 
qualified person.

2. If the Parties concerned have not been able to resolve 
■ their dispute through negotiation or have been unable to agree

on measures as described above, such disputes shall be, upon 
common agreement, submitted to an ad-hoc arbitration tri­
bunal, to a permanent arbitration tribunal, or to the Inter­
national Court of Justice.

Article 19
Safeguard of certain freedoms

Nothing in the present Convention shall be construed as 
infringing upon the freedom of navigation, fishing, marine 
scientific research and other legitimate uses of the high seas, 
as well as upon the right of innocent passage through the ter­
ritorial sea.

Article 20 
Status of Annexes

The Annexes attached to the present Convention form an 
integral part of the Convention.

Article 21 
Relation to other Conventions

The provisions of the present Convention shall be without 
prejudice to the rights and obligations of the Contracting Par­
ties under treaties concluded previously as well as under 
treaties which may be concluded in the future, furthering 
and developing the general principles of the Law of the Sea 
that the present Convention is based upon and in particular 
provisions concerning the prevention of pollution of the ma­
rine environment.
, Article 22

Revision of the Convention
A conference for the purpose of a general revision of the 

present Convention may be convened with the consent of the 
Contracting Parties or at the request of the Commission.

Article 23
Amendments to the Articles of the Convention

1. Each Contracting Party may propose amendments to the 
Articles of the present Convention. Any such proposed amend­
ment shall be submitted to the Depositary Government and 
communicated by it to ail Contracting Parties, which shall

inform the Depositary Government of either their acceptance 
or rejection of the amendment as soon as possible after the 
receipt of the communication.

The amendment shall enter into force ninety days after the 
Depositary Government has received notifications of accep­
tance of that amendment from all Contracting Parties.

2. With the consent of the Contracting Parties or at the 
request of the Commission a conference may be convened for 
the purpose of amending the present Convention.

Article 24
Amendments to the Annexes and the adoption of Annexes

1. Any amendment to the Annexes proposed by a Contract­
ing Party shall be communicated to the other Contracting 
Parties by the Depositary Government and considered in the 
Commission. If adopted by the Commission, the amendment 
shall be communicated to the Contracting Parties and recom­
mended for acceptance.

2. Such amendment shall be deemed to have been accepted 
at the end of a period determined by the Commission unless 
within that period any one of the Contracting Parties has 
objected to the amendment. The accepted • amendment shall 
enter into force on a date determined by the Commission.

The period determined by the Commission shall be pro­
longed for an additional period of six months and the date of 
entry into force of the amendment postponed accordingly, if, 
in exceptional cases, any Contracting Party before the expir­
ing of the period determined by the Commission informs the 
Depositary Government, that, although it intends to accept the 
proposal, the constitutional requirements for such cm ac­
ceptance are not yet fulfilled in its State.

3. An Annex to the present Convention may be adopted 
in accordance with the provisions of this Article.

4. The Depositary Government shall inform all Contracting 
Parties of any amendments or the adoption of a new Annex 
which enter into force under this Article and of the date on 
which such amendment or new Annex enters into force.

5. Any objection under this Article shall be made by noti­
fication in writing to the Depositary Government which shall 
notify all Contracting Parties and the Executive Secretary of 
any such notification and the date of its receipt.

Article 25 
Reservations

1. The provisions of the present Convention shall not be 
subject to reservations.

2. The provision of Paragraph 1 of this Article does not 
prevent a Contracting Party from suspending for a period 
not exceeding one year the application of an Annex of the 
present Convention or part thereof or an amendment thereto 
after the Annex in question or the amendment thereto has en­
tered into force.

3. If after the entry into force of the present Convention a 
Contracting Party invokes the provisions of Paragraph 2 of 
this Article it shall inform the other Contracting Parties, at 
the time of the adoption by the Commission of an amendment 
to an Annex or a new Annex, of those provisions which will 
be suspended in accordance with Paragraph 2 of this Article.

Article 26
Signature, ratification, approval, and accession

1. The present Convention shall be open for signature in 
Helsinki on 22 March 1974 by the Baltic Sea States participat­
ing in the Diplomatic Conference on the Protection of the 
Marine Environment of the Baltic Sea Area, held in Helsinki 
from 18 to 22 March 1974. The present Convention shall be 
open for accession to any other State interested in fulfilling 
the aims and purposes of the present Convention, provided 
that this State is invited by all the Contracting Parties.


