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shall not cause an increase in the pollution of sea areas out­
side the Baltic Sea Area.

Article 4 
' Application

1. The present Convention shall apply to the protection of 
the marine environment of the Baltic Sea Area which com­
prises the water-body and the sea-bed including their living 
resources and other forms of marine life.

2. Without prejudice to the sovereign rights in regard to 
their territorial sea, each Contracting Party shall implement 
the provisions of the present Convention within its territorial 
sea through its national authorities.

3. While the provisions of the present Convention do not 
apply to internal waters, which are under the sovereignty of 
each Contracting Party, the Contracting Parties undertake, 
without prejudice to their sovereign rights, to ensure that the 
purposes of the present Convention will be obtained in these 
waters.

4. The present Convention shall not apply to any warship, 
naval auxiliary, military aircraft or other ship and aircraft 
owned or operated by a State and used, for the time being, 
only on government non-commercial service.

However, each Contracting Party shall ensure, by the adop­
tion of appropriate measures not impairing the operations or 
operational capabilities of such ships and aircraft owned or 
operated by it, that such ships and aircraft act in a manner 
consistent, so far as is reasonable and practicable, with the 
present Convention.

Article 5 
Hazardous substances

The Contracting Parties undertake to counteract the intro­
duction, whether airborne, waterborne or otherwise, into the 
Baltic Sea Area of hazardous substances as specified in An­
nex I of the present Convention.

Article 6
Principles and obligations concerning land-based pollution
1. The Contracting Parties shall take all appropriate 

measures to control and minimize land-based pollution of the 
marine environment of the Baltic Sea Area.

2. In particular, the Contracting Parties shall take all ap­
propriate measures to control and strictly limit pollution by 
noxious substances and materials in accordance with An­
nex II of the present Convention. To this end they shall, 
inter alia, as appropriate co-operate in the development and 
adoption of specific programmes, guidelines, standards or re­
gulations concerning discharges, environmental quality, and 
products containing such substances and materials and their 
use.

3. The substances and materials listed in Annex II of the 
present Convention shall not be introduced into the marine 
environment of the Baltic Sea Area in significant quantities 
without a prior special permit, which may be periodically re­
viewed, by the appropriate national authority.

4. The appropriate national authority will inform the Com­
mission referred to in Article 12 of the present Convention 
of the quantity, quality and way of discharge if it considers 
that significant quantities of substances and materials listed 
in Annex II of the present Convention were discharged.

5. The Contracting Parties shall endeavour to establish and 
adopt common criteria for issuing permits for discharges.

6. To control and minimize pollution of the Baltic Sea Area 
by harmful substances the Contracting Parties shall, in addi­
tion to the provisions of Article 5 of the present Convention, 
aim at attaining the goals and applying the criteria enumerat­
ed in Annex III of the present Convention.

7. If the discharge from a watercourse, flowing through the 
territories of two or more Contracting Parties or forming a 
boundary between them, is liable to cause pollution of the 
marine environment of the Baltic Sea Area, the Contracting 
Parties concerned shall in common take appropriate measures 
in order to prevent and abate such pollution.

8. The Contracting Parties shall endeavour to use best prac­
ticable means in order to minimize the airborne pollution of 
the Baltic Sea Area by noxious substances.

Article 7 
Prevention of pollution from ships

1. In order to. protect the Baltic Sea Area from pollution 
by deliberate, negligent or accidental release of oil, harmful 
substances other than oil, and by the discharge of sewage and 
garbage from ships, the Contracting Parties shall take mea­
sures as set out in Annex IV of the present Convention.

2. The Contracting Parties shall develop and apply uniform 
requirements for the capacity and location of facilities for the 
reception of residues of oil, harmful substances other than 
oil, including sewage and garbage, taking into account inter 
alia the special needs of passenger ships and combination 
carriers.

Article 8 
Pleasure craft •

The Contracting Parties shall, in addition to implementing 
those provisions of the present Convention which can appro­
priately be applied to pleasure craft, take special measures 
in order to abate harmful effects on the marine environment 
of the Baltic Sea Area of pleasure craft activities. The mea­
sures shall inter alia deal with adequate reception facilities 
for wastes from pleasure craft.

Article 9 
Prevention of dumping

1. The Contracting Parties shall, subject to Paragraphs 2 
and 4 of this Article, prohibit dumping in the Baltic Sea Area.

2. Dumping of dredged spoils shall be subject to a prior 
special permit by the appropriate national authority in ac­
cordance with the provisions of Annex V of the present Con­
vention.

3. Each Contracting Party undertakes to ensure compliance 
with the provisions of this Article by vessels and aircraft:

a) registered in its territory or flying its flag;
b) loading, within its territory or territorial sea, matter 

which is to be dumped;
or

c) believed to be engaged in dumping within its territorial 
sea.

4. The provisions of this Article shall not apply when the 
safety of human life or of a vessel or aircraft at sea is 
threatened by the complete destruction or total loss of the 
vessel or aircraft, or in any case which constitutes a danger to 
human life, if dumping appears to be the only way of avert­
ing the threat and if there is every probability that the dam­
age consequent upon such dumping will be less than would 
otherwise occur. Such dumping shall be so conducted as to 
minimize the likelihood of damage to human or marine life.

5. Dumping made under the provisions of Paragraph 4 of 
this Article shall be reported and dealt with in accordance 
with Annex VI of the present Convention and shall also be 
reported forthwith to the Commission referred to in Article 12 
of the present Convention in accordance with the provisions 
of Regulation 4 of Annex V of the present Convention.

6. In case of dumping suspected to be in contravention of 
the provisions of this Article the Contracting Parties shall co­
operate in investigating the matter in accordance with Re­
gulation 2 of Annex IV of the present Convention.


