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cases of force majeure caused by stress of weather, or in any 
case which constitutes a danger to human life or a real threat 
to vessels, aircraft, platforms or other man-made structures 
at sea, if dumping appears to be the only way of averting the 
threat and if there is every probability that the damage con
sequent upon such dumping will be less than would otherwise 
occur. Such dumping shall be so conducted as to minimise the 
likelihood of damage to human or marine life and shall be 
reported forthwith to the Organisation.

2. A Contracting Party may issue a special permit as an 
exception to Article IV (1) (a), in emergencies, posing unac
ceptable risk relating to human health and admitting no other 
feasible solution. Before doing so the Party shall consult any 
other country or countries that are likely to be affected and 
the Organisation which, after consulting other Parties, and 
international organisations as appropriate, shall, in accordance 
with Article XIV promptly recommend to the Party the most 
appropriate procedures to adopt. The Party shall follow these 
recommendations to the maximum extent feasible consistent 
with the time within which action must be taken and with 
the general obligation to avoid damage to the marine environ
ment and shall inform the Organisation of the action it takes. 
The Parties pledge themselves to assist one another in such 
situations.

3. Any Contracting Party may waive its rights under para
graph (2) at the time of, or subsequent to ratification of, or 
accession to this Convention.

ARTICLE VI

1. Each Contracting Party shall designate an appropriate 
authority or authorities to:

(a) issue special permits which shall be required prior to, 
and for, the dumping of matter listed in Annex II and 
in the circumstances provided for in Article V (2);

(b) issue general permits which shall be required prior to, 
and for, the dumping of all other matter;

(c) keep records of the nature and quantities of all matter 
permitted to be dumped and the location, time and 
method of dumping;

(d) monitor individually, or in collaboration with other 
Parties and competent international organisations, the 
condition of the seas for the purposes of this Conven
tion.

2. The appropriate authority or authorities of a Contracting 
Party shall issue prior special or general permits in ac
cordance with paragraph (1) in respect of matter intended for 
dumping:

(a) loaded in its territory;
(b) loaded by a vessel or aircraft registered in its territory 

or flying its flag, when the loading occurs in the ter
ritory of a State not party to this Convention.

3. In issuing permits under sub -paragraphs (1) (a) and (b) 
above, the appropriate authority or authorities shall comply 
with Annex III, together with such additional criteria, measures 
and requirements as they may consider relevant.

4. Each Contracting Party, directly or through a Secretariat 
established under a regional agreement, shall report to the 
Organisation, and where appropriate to other Parties, the in
formation specified in subparagraphs (c) and (d) of para
graph (1) above, and the criteria, measures and requirements 
it adopts in accordance with paragraph (3) above. The proce
dure to be followed and the nature of such reports shall be 
agreed by the Parties in consultation.

ARTICLE VII
1. Each Contracting Party shall apply the measures required 

to implement the present Convention to all:
(a) vessels and aircraft registered in its territory or flying 

its flag;

(b) vessels and aircraft loading in its territory or territorial 
seas matter which is to be dumped;

(c) vessels and aircraft and fixed or floating platforms 
under its jurisdiction believed to be engaged in dump
ing.

2. Each Party shall take in its territory appropriate measures 
to prevent and punish conduct in contravention of the pro
visions of this Convention.

3. The Parties agree to co-operate in the development of 
procedures for the effective application of this Convention 
particularly on the high seas, including procedures for the 
reporting of vessels and aircraft observed dumping in con
travention of the Convention.

4. This Convention shall not apply to those vessels and 
aircraft entitled to sovereign immunity under international 
law. However each Party shall ensure by the adoption of 
appropriate measures that such vessels and aircraft owned or 
operated by it act in a manner consistent with the object and 
purpose of this Convention, and shall inform the Organisation 
accordingly.

5. Nothing in this Convention shall affect the right of each 
Party to adopt other measures, in accordance with the prin
ciples of international law, to prevent dumping at sea. 'S

ARTICLE VIII
In order to further the objectives of this Convention, the 

Contracting Parties with common interests to protect in the 
marine environment in a given geographical area shall 
endeavour, taking into account characteristic regional features, 
to enter into regional agreements consistent with this Con
vention for the prevention of pollution, especially by dumping. 
The Contracting Parties to the present Convention shall 
endeavour to act consistently with the objectives and provi
sions of such regional agreements, which shall be notified to 
them by the Organisation. Contracting Parties shall seek to 
co-operate with the Parties to regional agreements in order to 
develop harmonized procedures to be followed by Contracting 
Parties to the different conventions concerned. Special atten
tion shall be given to cooperation in the field of monitoring 
and scientific research.

ARTICLE IX
The Contracting Parties shall promote, through collaboration 

within the Organisation and other international bodies, 
support for those Parties which request it for:

(a) the training of scientific and technical personnel;
(b) the supply of necessary equipment and facilities for 

research and monitoring;
(c) the disposal and treatment of waste and other measures 

to prevent or mitigate pollution caused by dumping;
preferably within the countries concerned, so furthering the 
aims and purposes of this Convention.

ARTICLE X
In accordance with the principles of international law 

regarding State responsibility for damage to the environment 
of other States or to any other area of the environment, 
caused by dumping of wastes and other matter of all kinds, 
the Contracting Parties undertake to develop procedures for 
the assessment of liability and the settlement of disputes 
regarding dumping.

ARTICLE XI

The Contracting Parties shall at their first consultative 
meeting consider procedures for the settlement of disputes 
concerning the interpretation and application of this Con
vention.

ARTICLE XII
The Contracting Parties pledge themselves to promote, 

within the competent specialised agencies and other inter-


