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(3) The provisions of Article 24 of the Stockholm Act of 
the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Prop­
erty shall apply to this Agreement.

(4) Paragraph (3) shäll in no way be understood as imply­
ing the recognition or tacit acceptance, by a country of the 
Special Union, of the factual situation concerning a territory 
to which this Agreement is made applicable by another coun­
try by virtue of the said paragraph.

A r t i c l e  13 
Entry into Force of the Agreement

(1) (a) This Agreement shall enter into force one year 
after instruments of ratification or accession have been depo­
sited by:

(1) two-thirds of the countries party to the European Con­
vention on the date on which this Agreement is opened 
for signature, and

(ii) three countries party to the Paris Convention for the 
Protection of Industrial Property, which were not pre­
viously party to the European Convention and of which 
at least one is a country where, according to the most 
recent annual statistics published by the International 
Bureau on the date of deposit of its instruments of rati­
fication or accession, more than 40,000 applications for 
patents or inventors’ certificates have been filed.

(fo) With respect to any country other than those for which 
this Agreement has entered into force pursuant to subpara­
graph' (a), it shall enter into force one year after the date on 
which the ratification or accession of that country was noti­
fied by the Director General, unless a subsequent date has 
been indicated in the instrument of ratification or accession. 
In the latter ease, this Agreement shall enter into force with 
respect to that country on the date thus indicated.

(c) Countries party to the European Convention which 
ratify this Agreement or accede to it shall be obliged to de­
nounce the said Convention, at the latest, with' effect from 
the day on which this Agreement enters into force with re­
spect to those countries.

(2) Ratification or accession shall automatically entail 
acceptance of all the clauses and admission to all the advan­
tages of this Agreement.

A r t i c l e  14 

Duration of the Agreement

This Agreement shall have the same duration as the Paris 
Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property.

A r t i c l e  1 5  

Denunciation

(1) Any country of the Special Union may denounce this 
Agreement by notification addressed to the Director General.

(2) Denunciation shall take effect one year after the day 
on which the Director General has received the notification.

(3) The right of denunciation provided by this Article shall 
not be exercised by any country before the expiration of 
five years from the date upon which it becomes a member of 
the Special Union.

A r t i c 1 e 16
Signature, Languages, Notification, Depositary Functions

(1) (a) This Agreement shall be signed in a single original 
in the' English and French languages, both texts being equally 
authentic.

(b) This Agreement shall remain open for signature at 
Strasbourg until September 30,1971.

(c) The original of this Agreement, when no longer open 
for signature, shall be deposited with the Director General.

(2) Official texts shall be established by the Director Ge­
neral, after consultation with the interested Governments, 
in German, Japanese, Portuguese, 'Russian, Spanish and such 
other languages as the Assembly may designate.

(3) (a) The Director General shall transmit two copies, 
certified by him, of the signed text of this Agreement to the 
Governments of the countries that have signed it and, on 
request, to the Government of any other country. He shall 
also transmit a copy, certified by him, to the Secretary Gen­
eral of the Council of Europe.

(b) The Director General shall transmit two copies, cer­
tified by him, of any amendment to this Agreement to the 
Governments of all countries of the Special Union and, on 
request, to he Government of any other country. He shall 
also transmit a copy, certified by him, to the Secretary Gen­
eral of the Council of Europe.

(c) The Director General shall, on request, furnish the 
Government of any country that hais signed this Agreement, or 
that accedes to it, with a copy of the Classification, certified 
by him, in the English or French language.

(4) The Director General shall register this Agreement with 
the Secretariat of the United Nations.

(5) The Director General shall notify the Governments of 
all countries pasty to the Paris Convention for the Protection 
of Industrial Property and the Secretariat General of the 
Council of Europe of:

(i) signatures;
(ii) deposits of instruments of ratification or accession;

(iii) the date of entry into force of this Agreement;
(iv) reservations on the use of the Classification;
(v) acceptances of amendments to this Agreement;

(vi) the dates on which such amendments enter into force;
(vii) denunciations received.

A r t i c l e  17 
Transitional Provisions

(1) During the two years following the entry into force 
of this Agreement, the countries party to the European Con­
vention which are not yet members of the Special Union may 
enjoy, if they so wish, the same rights in the Committee of 
Experts as if they were members of the Special Union.

(2) During the three years following the expiration of the 
period referred to in paragraph (1), the countries referred to 
in the said paragraph may be represented by observers in the 
meetings of the Committee of Experts and, if the said Com­
mittee so decides, in any subcommittee or working group 
established by it. During the same period they may submit 
proposals for amendments to the Classification, in accordance 
with Article 5(5), and shall be notified of the decisions and 
recommendations of the Committee of Experts, in accordance 
with Article 6(1).

(3) During the five years following the entry into force of 
this Agreement, the countries party to the European Con­
vention which are not yet members of the Special Union may 
be represented by observers in the meetings of the Assembly 
and, if the Assembly so decides, in any committee or working 
group established by it.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being duly 
authorized hereto, have signed this Agreement.

. DONE at Strasbourg on March 24, 1971.


