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determining their composition and terms of reference in 
each case.

2. Regional Committees shall have the functions specified in 
this Article, except with respect to any stock for which 
a Stock Committee is competent.

3. A Regional or Stock Committee may initiate, on the basis 
of the results of scientific investigations, proposals regard
ing measures that are applicable to the region or stock 
for which it has been established and shall consider any 
proposals that may be referred to it by the Commission.

4. A Regional or Stock Committee may prepare draft recom
mendations for consideration by the Commission. The Com
mission may adopt suck draft recommendations, with any 
amendments it may consider desirable in accordance with 
Article VIII of this Convention.

5. The Commission shall designate the Contracting Parties 
that may be represented on a Regional or Stock Committee. 
However, when a Regional or Stock Committees is 
established a Contracting Party shall automatically have 
the right to be represented thereon if it fishes in the region; 
or if it exploits the stock concerned; or if it has a coastline 
adjacent to the region concerned or the. area where the 
stock is to be found. If a .Contracting Party exploits a stock 
outside the region covered by a Regional or Stock Com
mittee, it may be eligible to be represented thereon if the 
Commission so decides.

6. The functions of the Council shall be to advise and assist 
the Commission and its Regional and Stock Committees 
with respect to the scientific aspects of their responsibilties.

7. Each Contracting Party may send a delegation of scien
tists to the Council composed of as many experts as it 
wishes. The Council may establish subsidiary bodies and 
determine their composition.

8. The Qoimcil may, with the concurrence of the Commis
sion, invite other scientists or experts to participate in its 
dileberations in an advisory capacity.

9. The Council shall hold regular sessions whose timing shall 
be determined by the Commission in relation to its regular 
sessions. The Council may hold special sessions subject to 
the approval of the Commission.

ARTICLE VIII

1. The Commission may make, on its own initiative or on 
the proposal of a Regional or Stock Committee and on the 
basis of the results of scientific investigations, recommen
dations relating to the objectives of this Convention. These 
recommendations shall become binding on the Contract
ing Parties under the conditions laid down in Article IX.

2. The matters with respect to which the Commission may 
make recommendations shall be:

(a) the regulation of the sizes of mesh of fishing nets;
(b) the regulation of the size limits of fish that may be 

retained on board any fishing craft or landed, or 
exposed or offered for sale;

(c) the establishment of open and closed seasons; •
(d) the establishment of open and closed areas;
(e) the regulation of fishing gear and appliances, other 

than regulation of the size of mesh of fishing nets;

(f) the improvement and the increase of living resources, 
which may include artificial propagation, the trans
plantation and acclimatization of organisms, the trans
plantation of young, and predator control;

(g) the regulation of the total catch by species, group of 
species or, if appropriate, by regions; and

(h) any other type of measure, directly related to the 
conservation of all fish and other living resources 
in the Convention Area.

3. (a) If the Commission makes a recommendation under
paragraph 2 (g) of this Article, it may invite the Con
tracting Parties concerned, as determined by the Com
mission, to elaborate agreements on the allocation of 
a total catch quota taking into account the fishing 
interests of all the countries concerned and ensuring, 
as far as possible, that all the countries concerned 
abide by the Commission’s recommendation for a
total catch quota and by any agreed allocation./

(b) The terms of any such agreement shall be reported 
by the Contracting Parties concerned to the Commis
sion as soon as possible. Without prejudice to the 
binding force of such agreements on the parties 
thereto, the Commission may thereupon make rec
ommendations, pursuant to paragraph 1 of this Article, 
on the subject matter of the said agreements.

4. The Commission shall notify all Contracting Parties of 
recommendations adopted by the Commission.

ARTICLE IX

1. Subject to the provisions of this Article, the Contracting 
Parties undertake to give effect to any recommendation 
adopted by the Commission in accordance with Article 
VIII.

2. Any Contracting Party may, within ninety days of noti
fication of a recommendation, present an objection to 
it to the Commission and in that event shall not be under 
an obligation to give effect to the recommendation.

3. If an objection is presented within the ninety-day period 
referred to in the preceding paragraph any other Con
tracting Party may present an objection at any time 
within a further period of sixty days or within thirty 
days after notification of an objection presented by 
another Contracting Party made within the further sixty- 
day period.

4. If objections to a recommendation are presented by at 
least three Contracting Parties, all the other Contract
ing Parties shall be relieved forthwith of any obligation 
to give effect to that recommendation; nevertheless, any 
or all of them may agree among themselves to give effect 
to it.

5. Any Contracting Party which has presented an objection 
to a recommendation may at any time withdraw that 
objection and shall then, subject to the provisions of the 
preceding paragraph, give effect to the recommendation 
within ninety days.

6. The Commission shall notify all Contracting Parties of 
each objection or withdrawal immediately upon receipt 
thereof.

ARTICLE X

1. Without prejudice to the rights of States in the waters 
in which they are entitled under international law to 
exercise jurisdiction over fisheries, each Contracting Party 
shall take appropriate measures, in its territories and in 
these waters with respect to all persons and vessels, 
and beyond these waters with respect to its nationals 
and vessels, to ensure the implementation of the provisions


