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to the Organization for circulation to all Contracting Govern-
ments.
ARTICLE 26
Communication of Information
(1) The Contracting Governments undertake to com-
municate to and deposit with the Organization:
(a) a sufficient number of specimens of their certificates
issued under the provisions of the present Convention

for circulation to the Contracting Governments;

(b) the text of the laws, decrees, orders, regulations and
other instruments which shall have been promulgated
on the various matters within the scope of the present

Convention; and

(c) a list of non-governmental agencies which are authorized
to act in their behalf in the administration of load line
matters for circulation to the Contracting Governments.

2) Each Contracting Government
strength  standards available to any
ernment, upon request.

agrees to make its
other Contracting Gov-

ARTICLE 27
Signature, Acceptance and Accession

(1) The present Convention shall remain open for signature
for three months from 5 April 1966 and shall thereafter re-
main open for accession. Governments of States members of
the United Nations, or of any of the Specialized Agencies, or
of the International Atomic Energy Agency, or parties to the
Statute of the International Court of Justice may become
parties to the Convention by:

(a) signature without reservation as to acceptance;
(b) signature subject to acceptance followed by acceptance;
or

(c) accession.

(2) Acceptance or accession shall be effected by the deposit
of an instrument of acceptance or accession with the Organi-
zation which shall inform = all Governments that have signed
the Convention or acceded to it of each new acceptance or
accession and of the date of its deposit.

ARTICLE 28
Coming into Force

(1) The present Convention shall come into force twelve
months after the date on which not less than fifteen Govern-
of the States, including seven each with not less than
one million gross tons of shipping, have signed without reser-
vation as to acceptance or deposited instruments of acceptance
or accession in accordance with Article 27. The Organization
shall inform all Governments which have signed or acceded
to the present Convention of the date on which it comes into
force.

(2) For Governments which have deposited an
of acceptance of or accession to the present Convention during
the twelve months mentioned in paragraph 1 of this Article,
the acceptance or accession shall take effect on the coming
into force of the present Convention or three months after the
date of deposit of the instrument of acceptance or accession,
whichever is the later date.

(3) For Governments which have deposited an instrument of
acceptance of or accession to the present Convention after the
date on which it comes into force, the Convention shall come
into force three months after the date of the deposit of such
instrument.

(4) After the date on which all the measures required to
bring an amendment to the present Convention into force
have been completed, or all necessary acceptances are deemed
to have been given under sub-paragraph (b) of paragraph 2

instrument |

of Article 29 in case of amendment by unanimous acceptance,
any instrument of acceptance or accession deposited shall be
deemed to apply to the Convention as amended.

ARTICLE 29
Amendments
(1) The present Convention may be amended upon the
proposal of a Contracting Government by any of the pro-
cedures specified in this Article.
(2) Amendment by unanimous acceptance
(a) Upon the request of a Contracting Government, any
amendment proposed by it to the present Convention

shall be communicated by the Organization to all Con-
tracting Governments for consideration with a view to
unanimous acceptance. *

(b) Any such amendment shall enter into force twelve
months after the date of its acceptance by all Contracting

Governments unless an earlier date is - agreed upon. A
Contracting  Government which .does not communicate
its acceptance or rejection of the amendment to the
Organization within three years of its first communica-

tion by the latter shall be deemed to have accepted the
amendment.

(¢) Any proposed amendment shall be deemed to be re-
jected if it is not accepted under sub-paragraph (b) of
the present paragraph within three years after it has
been first communicated to all Contracting Governments
by the Organization.

(3) Amendment after consideration in the Organization

(a) Upon the Contracting Government, any
amendment proposed by it to the present Convention
will be considered in the Organization. If adopted by
a majority of two-thirds of those present and voting in
the Maritime Safety Committee of the Organization, such
amendment shall be communicated to all Members of
the Organization and all Contracting Governments at
least six months prior to its consideration by the As-

" sembly of the Organization.

(b) If adopted by a two-thirds majority of those present
and voting in the Assembly, the amendment shall be
communicated by the Organization to all Contracting
Governments for their acceptance.

(¢) Such amendment shall come into force twelve months
after the date on which it is accepted by two-thirds of
the  Contracting  Governments. The amendment shall
come into force with respect to all Contracting. Govern-
ments except those which, before it comes into force,
make a declaration that they do not accept the amend-
ment.

(d) The Assembly, by a two-thirds majority of those present
and voting, including two-thirds of the Governments
represented on the Maritime Safety Committee and
present and voting in the Assembly, may propose a
determination at the time of its adoption that an amend-
ment is of such an important nature that any Contract-
ing Government which makes a declaration under sub-
paragraph (c), and which does not accept the amendment
within a period of twelve months after it comes into
force, shall cease to be a party to the, present Conven-
tion upon the expiry of that period. This determination
shall be subject to the prior acceptance of two-thirds
of the Contracting Governments to the present Con-
vention. ’

(e) Nothing in this paragraph

request of a

shall prevent the Contracting
Government  which  first proposed action under this
paragraph on an amendment to the present Convention
from taking at any time such  alternative action as it
deems desirable in accordance with paragraph (2) or (4)
of this Article.



