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used is neither English nor French, the text shall include a 
translation into one of these languages.

(2) The form of the certificates shall be that of the models 
given in Annex III. The arrangement of the printed part of’ 
each model certificate shall be exactly reproduced in any 
certificates issued, and in any certified copies thereof.

ARTICLE 19 
Duration of Certificates

(1) An International Load Line Certificate (1966) shall be 
issued for a period specified by the Administration, which 
shall not exceed five years from the date of issue.

(2) If, after the periodical survey referred to in para
graph 1 (b) of Article 14, a new certificate cannot be issued 
to the ship before the expiry of the certificate originally 
issued, the person or organization carrying out the survey 
may extend the validity of the original certificate for a period 
which shall not exceed five months. This extension shall be 
endorsed on the certificate, and shall be granted only where 
there have been no alterations in the structure, equipment, 
arrangements, material or scantlings which affect the ship’s 
freeboard.

(3) An International Load Line Certificate (1966) shall be 
cancelled by the Administration if any of the following cir
cumstances exist:

(a) material alterations have taken place in the hull or 
superstructures of the ship such as would necessitate the 
assignment of an increased freeboard;

(b) the fittings and appliances mentioned in sub-para- 
graph (c) of paragraph 1 of Article 14 are not main
tained in an effective condition;

(c) the certificate is not endorsed to show that the ship 
has been inspected as provided in sub-paragraph (c) of 
paragraph 1 of Article 14;

(d) the structural strength of the ship is lowered to such 
an extent that the ship is unsafe.

(4) (a) The duration of an International Load Line Exemp
tion Certificate issued by an Administration to a ship 
exempted under paragraph 2 of Article 6 shall not 
exceed five years from the date of issue. Such certi
ficate shall be subject to a renewal, endorsement and 
cancellation procedure similar to that provided for 
an International Load Line Certificate (1966) under 
this Article.

(b) The duration of an International Load Line Ex
emption Certificate issued to a ship exempted under 
paragraph 4 of Article 6 shall be limited to the single 
voyage for which it is issued.

(5) A certificate issued to a ship by an Administration 
shall cease to be valid upon the transfer of such a ship to the 
flag of another State.

ARTICLE 20 
Acceptance of Certificates

The certificates issued under the authority of a Contracting 
Government in accordance with the present Convention shall 
be accepted by the other Contracting Governments and re
garded for all purposes covered by the present Convention as 
having the same force as certificates issued by them.

ARTICLE 21 
Control•

(1) Ships holding a certificate issued under Article 16 or 
Article L7 are subject, when in the ports of other Contracting 
Governments, to control by officers duly authorized by such 
Governments. Contracting Governments shall ensure that 
such control is exercised as far as is reasonable and practi
cable with a view to verifying that there is on board a valid 
certificate under the present Convention. If there is a valid

International Load Line Certificate (1966) on board the ship, 
such control shall be limited to the purpose of determining 
that:

(a) the ship is not loaded beyond the limits allowed by the 
certificate;

(b) the position of the load line of the ship corresponds 
with the certificate; and

(c) the ship has not been so materially altered in respect 
to the matters set out in sub-paragraphs (a) and (b) of 
paragraph 3 of Article 19 that the ship is manifestly unfit 
to proceed to sea without danger to human life.

If there is a valid International Load Line Exemption Certi
ficate on board, such control shall be limited to the purpose 
of determining that any conditions stipulated in that certi
ficate are complied with.

(2) If such control is exercised under sub-paragraph (c) 
of paragraph 1 of this Article, it shall only be exercised in 
so far as may be necessary to ensure that the ship shall not 
sail until it can proceed to sea without danger to the passengers 
or the crew.

(3) In the event of the control provided for in this Article 
giving rise to intervention of any kind, the officer carrying 
out the control shall immediately inform in writing the Consul 
or the diplomatic representative of the State whose flag the 
ship is flying of this decision and of all the circumstances 
in which intervention was deemed to be necessary. „

ARTICLE 22 

Privileges
The privileges of the present Convention may not be 

claimed in favour of any ship unless it holds a valid certi
ficate under the Convention.

ARTICLE 23 
Casualties

(1) Each Administration undertakes to conduct an investi
gation of any casualty occurring to ships for which it is 
responsible and which are subject to the provisions of the 
present Convention when it judges that such an investigation 
may assist in determining what changes in the Convention 
might be desirable.

(2) Each Contracting Government undertakes to supply the 
Organization with the pertinent information- concerning the 
findings of such investigations. No reports or recommenda
tions of the Organization based upon such inforrpation shall 
disclose the identity or nationality of the ships concerned or 
in any manner fix or imply responsibility upon any ship or 
person.

ARTICLE 24 
Prior Treaties and Conventions

(1) All other treaties, conventions and arrangements relating 
to load line matters at present in force between Governments 
parties to the present Convention shall continue to have full 
and cpmplete effect during the terms thereof as regards:

(a) ships to which the present Convention does not apply; 
and

(b) ships to which the present Convention applies, in re
spect of matters for which it has not expressly provided.

(2) To the extent, however, that such treaties, conventions 
or arrangements conflict with the provisions of the present 
Convention, the provisions of the present Convention shall 
prevail.

ARTICLE 25 
Special Rules drawn up by Agreement

When in accordance with the present Convention special 
rules are drawn up by agreement among all or some of the 
Contracting Governments, such rules shall be communicated


