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INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 
FOR THE ' 

NORTHWEST .ATLANTIC FISHERIES

The Governments whose duly authorized representatives 
have subscribed hereto, sharing a substantial interest in the 
conservation of the fishery resources of the Northwest At­
lantic Ocean, have resolved to conclude a convention for the 
investigation, protection and conservation of the fisheries 
of-the Northwest Atlantic Ocean, in order to make possible 
the maintenance of a maximum sustained catch from those 
fisheries and to that end have, through their duly authorized 
representatives, agreed as follows:

ARTICLE I
1. The area to which this Convention applies, hereinafter 

referred to as “the Convention area”, shall be all waters, ex­
cept territorial waters, bounded by a line beginning at a point 
on the coast of Rhode Island in 71° 40' west longitude; thence 
due south to 39° 00' north latitude; thence due east to 42° 00' 
west longitude; thence due north to 59° 00' north latitude; 
thence due west to 44° 00' west longitude; thence due north to 
the coast of Greenland thence along the west coast of Green­
land to 78° 10' north latitude; thence southward to a point in 
75° 00' north latitude and 73° 30' west longitude; thence along a 
rhumb line to a point in 69° 00' north latitude and 59° 00' west 
longitude; thence due south to 61° 00' north latitude; thence 
due west to 64° 30' west longitude; thence due south to the 
coast of Labrador; thence in a southerly direction along the 
coast of Labrador to the southern terminus of its boundary 
with Quebec; thence in a westerly direction along the coast 
of Quebec, and in an easterly and southerly direction along 
the coasts of New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Cape Breton 
Island to Cabot Strait; thence along the coasts of Cape Breton 
Island, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Maine, New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, and Rhode Island to the point of beginning.

2. Nothing in this Convention shall be deemed to affect 
adversely (prejudice) the claims of any Contracting Govern­
ment in regard to the limits of territorial waters or to the 
jurisdiction of a coastal state over fisheries.

3. The Convention area shall be divided into five sub- 
areas, the boundaries of which shall be those defined in the 
Annex to this Convention, subject to such alterations as may 
be made in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 2 
of Article VI.

ARTICLE II

1. The Contracting Governments shall establish and main­
tain a Commission for the purposes of this Convention. The 
Commission shall be known as the International Commission 
for the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries, hereinafter referred to 
as “the Commission”.

2. Each of the Contracting Governments may appoint not 
more than three Commissioners and one or more experts or 
advisers to assist its Commissioner or Commissioners.

3. The Commission shall elect from its members a Chair­
man and a Vice Chairman, each of whom shall serve for a 
term of two years and shall be eligible for re-election but not 
to a succeeding term. The Chairman and Vice Chairman must 
be Commissioners from different Contracting Governments.

4. The seat of the Commission shall be in North America 
at a place to be chosen by the Commission.

5. The Commission shall hold a regular annual meeting at 
its seat or at such place in North America as may be agreed 
upon by the Commission.

6. Any other meeting of the Commission may be called 
by the Chairman at such time and place as he may determine, 
upon the request of the Commissioner of a Contracting Gov­
ernment and subject to the concurrence of the Commissioners

of two other Contracting Governments, including the Com­
missioner of a Government in North America.

7. Each Contracting Government shall have one vote which 
may be cast by any Commissioner from that Government. 
Decisions of the Commission shall be taken by a two-thirds 
majority of the votes of all the Contracting Governments.

8. The Commission shall adopt, and amend as occasion may 
require, financial regulations and rules and by-laws for the 
conduct of its meetings and for the exercise of its functions 
and duties.

ARTICLE III
1. The Commission shall appoint an Executive Secretary 

according to such procedure and on such terms as it may de­
termine.

2. The staff of the Commission shall be appointed by the 
Executive Secretary in accordance with such rules and proce­
dures as may be determined and authorized by the Commis­
sion.

3. The Executive Secretary shall, subject to the general su­
pervision of the Commission, have full power and authority 
over the staff and shall perform such other functions as the 
Commission shall prescribe.

ARTICLE IV
1. The Contracting Governments shall establish and main­

tain a Panel for each of the sub-areas provided for by Ar­
ticle I, in order to carry out the objectives of this Convention. 
Each Contracting Government participating in any Panel shall 
be represented on such Panel by its Commissioner or Com­
missioners, who may be assisted by experts or advisers. Each 
Panel shall elect from its members a Chairman who shall 
serve for a period of two years and shall be eligible for re- 
election but not to a succeeding term.

2. After this Convention has been in force for two years, 
but not before that time, Panel representation shall be review­
ed annually by the Commission, which shall have the power, 
subject to consultation with the Panel concerned, to deter­
mine representation on each Panel on the basis of. current 
substantial exploitation in the sub-area concerned of fishes of 
the cod group (Gadiformes), of flat-fishes (Pleuronectiformes), 
and of rosefish (genus Sebastes), except that each Contracting 
Government with coastline adjacent to a sub-area shall have 
the right of representation on the Panel for the sub-area.

3. Each Panel may adopt, and amend as occasion may re­
quire, rules of procedure and by-laws for the conduct of its 
meetings and for the exercise of its functions and duties.

4. Each Government participating in a Panel shall have 
one vote, which shall be cast by a Commissioner representing 
that Government. Decisions of the Panel shall be taken by a 
two-thirds majority of the votes of all the Governments par­
ticipating in that Panel.

5. Commissioners of Contracting Governments not partici­
pating in a particular Panel shall have the right to attend the 
meetings of such Panel as observers, and may be accompanied 
by experts and advisers.

6. The Panels shall, in the exercise of their functions and 
duties, use the services of the Executive Secretary and the 
staff of the Commission.

ARTICLE V
1. Each Contracting Government may set up an Advisory 

Committee composed of persons, including fishermen, vessel 
owners and others, well informed concerning the problems of


