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PART XVI 

Miscellaneous Provisions

Article 57. Signature and Acceptance

Subject to the provisions of Part III the present Conven­
tion shall remain open for signature or acceptance and States 
may become parties to the Convention by:

(a) Signature without reservation as to acceptance;

(b) Signature subject to acceptance followed by accept­
ance; or

(c) Acceptance.

Acceptance shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument 
with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 58. Territories

(a) Members may make a declaration at any time that their 
participation in the Convention includes all or a group or a 
single one of the Territories for whose international relations 
they are responsible.

(b) The Convention does not apply to Territories for whose 
international relations Members are responsible unless a de­
claration to that effect has been made on their behalf under 
the provisions of paragraph (a) of this Article.

(c) A declaration made under paragraph (a) of this Article 
shall be communicated to the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations and a copy of it will be forwarded by him to all 
States invited to the United Nations Maritime Conference 
and to such other States as may have become Members.

(d) In cases where under a Trusteeship Agreement the 
United Nations is the administering authority, the United 
Nations may accept the Convention on behalf of one, several, 
or all of the Trust Territories in accordance with the proce­
dure set forth in Article 57.

Article 59. Withdrawal

(a) Any Member may withdraw from the Organization by 
written notification given to the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations, who will immediately inform the other Mem­
bers and the Secretary-General of the Organization of such 
notification. Notification of withdrawal may be given at any 
time after the expiration of twelve months from the date on 
which the Convention has come into force. The withdrawal 
shall take effect upon the expiration of twelve months from 
the date on which such written notification is received by the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

(b) The application of the Convention to a Territory or 
group of Territories under Article 58 may at any time be ter­

minated by written notification given to the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations by the Member responsible for its 
international relations or, in the case of a Trust Territory of 
which the United Nations is the administering authority, by 
the United Nations. The Secretary-General of the United Na­
tions will immediately inform all Members and the Secretary- 
General of the Organization of such notification. The notifica­
tion shall take effect upon the expiration of twelve months 
from the date on which it is received by the Secretary-Gen­
eral of the United Nations.

PART XVII 

Entry into Force

Article 60

The present Convention shall enter into force on the date 
when 21 States, of which seven shall each have a total tonnage 
of not less than 1,000,000 gross tons of shipping, have become 
parties to the Convention in accordance with Article 57.

Article 61

The Secretary-General of the United Nations will inform 
all States invited to the United Nations Maritime Conference 
and such other States as may have become Members, of the 
date when each State becomes party to the Convention, and 
also of the date on which the Convention enters into force.

Article 62

The present Convention, of which the English, French and 
Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who will trans­
mit certified copies thereof to each of the States invited to 
the United Nations Maritime Conference and to such other 
States as may have become Members.

Article 63

The United Nations is authorized to effect registration of 
the Convention as soon as it comes into force.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned being duly autho­
rized by their respective Governments for that purpose have 
signed the present Convention.

Done in Geneva on 6 March 1948.


