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PART VIII

The Secretariat

Article 33

The Secretariat shall comprise the Secretary-General, a
Secretary of the Maritime Safety Committee and such staff as
the Organization may require. The Secretary-General shall
be the chief administrative officer of the Organization, and
shall, subject to the provisions of Article 23, appoint the
above-mentioned personnel.

Atrticle 34

The Secretariat shall maintain all such records as may be
necessary for the efficient discharge of the functions of the
Organization and shall prepare, collect and circulate the
papers, documents, agenda, minutes and information that may
be required for the work of the Assembly, the Council, the
Maritime Safety Committee, and such subsidiary organs as
the Organization may establish.

Article 35

The Secretary-General shall prepare and submit to the
Council the financial statements for each year and the budget
estimates on a biennial basis, with the estimates for each year
shown separately.

Article 36

The Secretary-General shall keep Members informed with
respect to the activities of the Organization. Each Member
may appoint one or more representatives for the purpose of
communication with the Secretary-General.

Article 37

In the performance of their duties the Secretary-General
and the staff shall not seek or receive instructions from any
Government or from any authority external to the Organi-
zation. They shall refrain from any action which might reflect
on their position as international officials. Each Member on
its part undertakes to respect the exclusively international
character of the responsibilities of the Secretary-General and
the staff and not to seek to influence them in the discharge
of their responsibilities.

Article 38
The Secretary-General shall perform such other tasks as

may be assigned to him by the Convention, the Assembly, the
Council and the Maritime Safety Committee.

PART IX

Finances

Article 39

Each Member shall bear the salary, travel and other ex-
penses of its own delegation to the Assembly and of its re-
" presentatives on the Council, the Maritime Safety Committee,
other committees and subsidiary bodies.

Article 40

The Council shall consider the financial statements and
budget estimates prepared by the Secretary-General and sub-
mit them to the Assembly with its comments and recommen-
dations.

Article 41

(a) Subject to any agreement between the Organization and
the United Nations, the Assembly shall review and approve
the budget estimates. )

(b) The Assembly shall apportion the expenses among the
Members in accordance with a scale to be fixed by it after
consideration of the proposals of the Council thereon.

Article 42

Any Member which fails to discharge its financial obligation
to the Organization within one year from the date on which
it is due, shall have no vote in the Assembly, the Council, or
the Maritime Safety Committee unless the Assembly, at its
discretion, waives this provision.

PART X

Voting

Article 43

The following provisions shall apply to voting in the
Assembly, the Council and the Maritime Safety Committee:

(a) Each Member shall have one vote.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in the Convention or in
any international agreement which confers functions on the
Assembly, the Council, or the Maritime Safety Committee,
decisions of these organs shall be by a majority vote of the
Members present and voting and, for decisions where a two-
thirds majority vote is- required, by a two-thirds majority
vote of those present.

(c) For the purpose of the Convention, the phrase “Members
present and voting” means “Members present and casting an
affirmative or negative vote”. Members which abstain from
voting shall be considered as not voting.

PART XI

Headquarters of the Organization

Article 44

(a) The headquarters of the Organization shall be estab-
lished in London.

(b) The Assembly may by a two-thirds majority vote change
the site of the headquarters if necessary.

(c) The Assembly may hold sessions in any place other than
the headquarters if the Council deems it necessary.
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