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Article 10

An Associate Member shall have the rights and obligations 
of a Member under the Convention except that it shall not 
have the right to vote in the Assembly or be eligible for 
membership on the Council or on the Maritime Safety Com­
mittee and subject to this the word “Member” in the Con­
vention shall be deemed to include Associate Member unless 
the context otherwise requires.

Article 11

No State or Territory may become or remain a Member of 
the Organization contrary to a resolution of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations.

PART IV 

Organs

Article 12

The Organization shall consist of an Assembly, a Council, 
a Maritime Safety Committee, and such subsidiary organs as 
the Organization may at any time consider necessary; and a 
Secretariat.

PART V 

The Assembly

Article 13

The Assembly shall consist of all the Members.

Article 14

Regular sessions of the Assembly shall take place once 
every two years. Extraordinary sessions shall be convened 
after a notice of sixty days whenever one-third of the Mem­
bers give notice to the Secretary-General that they desire a 
session to be arranged, or at any time if deemed necessary by 
the Council, after a notice of sixty days.

Article 15

A majority of the Members other than Associate Members 
shall constitute a quorum for the meetings of the Assembly.

Article 16

The functions of the Assembly shall be:

(a) To elect at each regular session from among its Mem­
bers, other than Associate Members, its President and two 
Vice-Presidents who shall hold office until the next regular 
session;

(b) To determine its own Rules of Procedure except as 
otherwise provided in the Convention;

(c) To establish any temporary or, upon recommendation 
of the Council, permanent subsidiary bodies it may consider 
to be necessary;

(d) To elect the Members to be represented on the Council, 
as provided in Article 17, and on the Maritime Safety Com­
mittee as provided in Article 28;

(e) To receive and consider the reports of the Council, and 
to decide upon any question referred to it by the Council;

(f) To vote the budget and determine the financial arrange­
ments of the Organization, in accordance with Part IX;

(g) To review the expenditures and approve the accounts of 
the Organization;

(h) To perform the functions of the Organization, provided 
that in matters relating to Article 3 (a) and (b), the Assembly 
shall refer such matters to the Council for formulation by it 
of any recommendations or instruments thereon; provided 
further that any recommendations or instruments submitted 
to the Assembly by the Council and not accepted by the 
Assembly shall be referred back to the Council for further 
consideration with such observations as the Assembly may 
make;

(i) To recommend to Members for adoption regulations con­
cerning maritime safety, or amendments to such regulations, 
which have been referred to it by the Maritime Safety Com­
mittee through the Council;

(j) To refer to the Council for consideration or decision 
any matters within the scope of the Organization, except that 
the function of making recommendations under paragraph (i) 
of this Article shall not be delegated.

PART VI 

The Council

Article 17

The Council shall be composed of eighteen Members elected 
by the Assembly.

Article 18

In electing the Members of the Council, the Assembly shall 
observe the following principles;

(a) Six shall be Governments of States with the largest in­
terest in providing international shipping services;

(b) Six shall be Governments of other States with the largest 
interest in international seaborne trade;

(c) Six shall be Governments of States not elected under (a) 
or (b) above, which have special interests in maritime trans­
port or navigation, and whose election to the Council will 
ensure the representation of all major geographic areas of 
the world.

Article 19

Members represented on the Council in accordance with 
Article 17 shall hold office until the end of the next regular 
session of the Assembly. Members shall be eligible for re- 
election.

Article 20

(a) The Council shall elect its Chairman and adopt its own 
Rules of Procedure except as otherwise provided in the Con­
vention.

(b) Twelve Members of the Council shall constitute a 
quorum.

(c) The Council shall meet upon one month’s notice as often 
as may be necessary for the efficient discharge of its duties 
upon the summons of its Chairman or upon request by not 
less than four of its Members. It shall meet at such places as

I may be convenient.


