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CONSULAB CONVENTION 
BETWEEN THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
AND THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN 

AND NORTHERN IRELAND

The Council of State of the German Democratic Republic 
and Her Majesty The Queen of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland and of Her other Realms and 
Territories, Head of the Commonwealth;

Animated by the desire further to strengthen the ties of 
friendship between the two States;

Wishing to regulate relations in the consular field;
Have decided to conclude a Consular Convention and have 

appointed as their Plenipotentiaries for this purpose:
The Council of State of the German Democratic Republic:
For the German Democratic Republic:
Herr Kurt Nier,
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Her Majesty The Queen of the United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Northern Ireland and of Her other Realms and 
Territories, Head of the Commonwealth (hereinafter referred 
to as “Her Britannic Majesty”):

For the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland:

Percy Cradock, Esquire, CMG,
Her Britannic Majesty’s Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary,
Who, having communicated to each other their respective 

full powers, which were found in good and due form, have 
agreed as follows:

PART I 
Definitions

Article 1

(1) For the purposes of this Convention:
1. the term “consulate” shall mean any consulate-general, 

consulate, vice-consulate of consular agency;
2. the term “consular district” shall mean the area within 

which a consulate shall be entitled to perform consular 
duties;

3. the term “consular officer” shall mean any person, in
cluding the head of a consulate, who has been appointed 
as such in accordance with the provisions of the Con
vention and charged with the performance of consular 
duties;

4. the term “consular employee” shall mean any person 
employed at a consulate to perform:
(a) administrative or technical duties; or
(b) other duties in the service of the consulate;

5. the term “member of a family” shall mean the spouse 
or the minor child of a consular officer or of a consular 
employee, forming part of his household;

6. the term “vessel of the sending State” shall mean any 
vessel, with the exception of ships of war, registered in 
the sending State in accordance with the laws and regu
lations of that State.

(2) For the purposes of this Convention the following shall 
be “nationals”:

1. in relation to the German Democratic Republic, all per
sons who in accordance with the laws of the German

Democratic Republic are citizens of the German Dem
ocratic Republic;

2. in relation to the United Kingdom, all British subjects 
and British protected persons who are recognised by Her 
Britannic Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom 
as their nationals.

(3) For the purposes of this Convention “juridical person 
of the sending State” shall mean any such person created in 
accordance with the laws and regulations of the sending State.

PART II 

Establishment of consulates

Article 2
(1) The establishment of a consulate by the sending State 

in the receiving State shall be subject to the consent of the 
latter State.

(2) The sending and receiving States shall determine by 
agreement the seat of the consulate, its classification, the 
limits of its consular district and the numbers of consular 
officers and consular employees.

Article 3
(1) The sending State shall obtain in advance through the 

diplomatic channel the agreement of the receiving State to 
the admission in that capacity of a consular officer, head of 
a consulate.

(2) The sending State shall transmit to the receiving State 
through the diplomatic channel the consular commission or 
other document of appointment which shall specify the full 
name of the head of the consulate, his rank, the consular 
district and the seat of the consulate.

(3) Upon the presentation of the consular commission or 
other document of appointment, the receiving State shall 
grant the exequatur or other appropriate authorisation free 
of charge and as soon as possible.

(4) The head of the consulate may enter upon the per
formance of his duties immediately upon the grant of the 
exequatur or other authorisation by the receiving State. Pend
ing such grant the receiving State may permit him to perform 
his duties on a provisional basis.

Article 4
(1) If the head of a consulate is unable for any reason to 

act as such or if the post is temporarily vacant, the sending 
State may appoint a consular officer belonging to the same 
consulate or to another consulate in the receiving State or 
a member of the diplomatic staff of its diplomatic mission to 
take temporary charge of the consulate. The full name of the 
person concerned shall, in principle, be notified in advance 
to the ministry of foreign affairs of the receiving State in 
writing.

(2) The person so appointed shall enjoy the same rights, 
facilities, privileges and immunities as are accorded to the 
head of the consulate under this Convention.

(3) The assignment of a member of the diplomatic staff of 
the diplomatic mission of the sending State to a consulate 
in pursuance of paragraph (1) shall not affect the privileges


