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(d) -receive and consider any reports presented by the 
Secretariat or by any Party; and

(e) where appropriate, make recommendations for improv
ing the effectiveness of the present Convention.

4. At each regular meeting, the Parties may determine the 
time and venue of the next regular meeting to be held in 
accordance with the provisions of paragraph 2 of this Article.

5. At any meeting, the Parties may determine and adopt 
rules of procedure for the meeting.

6. The United Nations, its Specialized Agencies and the 
International Atomic Energy Agency, as well as any State 
not a Party to the present Convention, may be represented at 
meetings of the Conference by observers, who shall have the 
right to participate but not to vote.

7. Any body or agency technically qualified in protection, 
conservation or management of wild fauna and flora, in the 
following categories, which has informed the Secretariat of 
its desire to be represented at meetings of the Conference 
by observers, shall be admitted unless at least one-third of 
the Parties present object:

(a) international agencies or bodies, either governmental or 
non-governmental, and national governmental agencies and 
bodies; and

(b) national non-governmental agencies or bodies which 
have been approved for this purpose by the State in which 
they are located. Once admitted, these observers shall have 
the right to participate but not to vote.

ARTICLE XII 
The Secretariat

1. Upon entry into force of the present Convention, a 
Secretariat shall be provided by the Executive Director of 
the United Nations Environment Programme. To the extent 
and in the manner he considers appropriate, he may be assisted 
by suitable inter-governmental or non-governmental inter
national or national agencies and bodies technically qualified 
in protection, conservation and management of wild fauna 
and flora.

2. The functions of the Secretariat shall be:
(a) to arrange for and service meetings of the Parties;
(b) to perform the functions entrusted to it under the 

provisions of Articles XV and XVI of the present Convention;
(c) to undertake scientific and technical studies in ac

cordance with programmes authorized by the Conference of 
the Parties as will contribute to the implementation of the 
present Convention, including studies concerning standards 
for appropriate preparation and shipment of living specimens 
and the means of identifying specimens;

(d) to study the reports of Parties and to request from 
Parties such further information with respect thereto as it 
deems necessary to ensure implementation of the present 
Convention;

(e) to invite the attention of the Parties to any matter per
taining to the aims of the present Convention;

(f) to publish periodically and distribute to the Parties 
current editions of Appendices I, II and III together with any 
information which will facilitate identification of specimens 
of species included in those Appendices;

(g) to prepare annual reports to the Parties on its work and 
on the implementation of the present Convention and such 
other reports as meetings of the Parties may request;

(h) to make recommendations for the implementation of 
the aims and provisions of the present Convention, including 
the exchange of information of a scientific or technical 
nature;

(i) to perform any other function as may be entrusted to 
it by the Parties.

ARTICLE XIII 
International Measures

1. When the Secretariat in the light of information received 
is satisfied that any species included in Appendices I or II 
is being affected adversely by trade in specimens of that spe
cies or that the provisions of the present Convention are not 
being effectively implemented, it shall communicate such 
information to the authorized Management Authority of the 
Party or Parties concerned.

2. When any Party receives a communication as indicated 
in paragraph 1 of this Article, it shall, as soon as possible, 
inform the Secretariat of any relevant facts insofar as its 
laws permit and, where appropriate, propose remedial action. 
Where the Party considers that an inquiry is desirable, such 
inquiry may be carried out by one or more persons expressly 
authorized by the Party.

3. The information provided by the Party or resulting from 
any inquiry as specified in paragraph 2 of this Article shall 
be reviewed by the next Conference of the Parties which may 
make whatever recommendations it deems appropriate.

ARTICLE XIV
Effect on Domestic Legislation and International Conventions

1. The provisions of the present Convention shall in no way 
affect the right of Parties to adopt:

(a) stricter domestic measures regarding the conditions for 
trade, taking possession or transport of specimens of species 
included in Appendices I, II and III, or the complete pro
hibition thereof; or

(b) domestic measures restricting or prohibiting trade, 
taking possession, or transport of species not included in 
Appendices I, II or III.

2. The provisions of the present Convention shall in no way 
affect the provisions of any domestic measures or the obliga
tions of Parties deriving from any treaty, convention, or in
ternational agreement relating to other aspects of trade, 
taking, possession, or transport of specimens which is in force 
or subsequently may enter into force for any Party including 
any measure pertaining to the Customs, public health, vet
erinary or plan quarantine fields.

3. The provisions of the present Convention shall in no way 
affect the provisions of, or the obligations deriving from, any 
treaty, convention or international agreement concluded or 
which may be concluded between States creating a union or 
regional trade agreement establishing or maintaining a com
mon external customs control and removing customs control 
between the parties thereto insofar as they relate to trade 
among the States members of that union or agreement.

4. A State party to the present Convention, which is also 
a party to any other treaty, convention or international agree
ment which is in force at the time of the coming into force 
of the present Convention and under the provisions of which 
protection is afforded to marine species included in Ap
pendix II, shall be relieved of the obligations imposed on it 
under the provisions of the present Convention with respect 
to trade in specimens of species included in Appendix II that 
are taken by ships registered in that State and in accordance 
with the provisions of such other treaty, convention or inter
national agreement.

5. Not withstanding the provisions of Articles III, IV 
and V, any export of a specimen taken in accordance with 
paragraph 4 of this Article shall only require a certificate 
from a Management Authority of the State of introduction 
to the effect that the specimen was taken in accordance with 
the provisions of the other treaty, convention or international 
agreement in question.

6. Nothing in the present Convention shall prejudice the 
codification and development of the law of the sea by the 
United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea convened


