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Article V 

Acceptance of approval

1. Approval unter the authority of a Contracting Party, 
granted under the terms of the present Convention, shall be 
accepted by the other Contracting Parties for all purposes 
covered by the present Convention. It shall be regarded by the 
other Contracting Parties as having the same force as an 
approval issued by them.
2. A Contracting Party shall not impose any other structural 
safety requirements or tests on containers covered by the 
present Convention, provided however that nothing in the 
present Convention shall preclude the application of pro­
visions of national regulations or legislation or of inter­
national agreements, prescribing additional structural safety 
requirements or tests for containers specially designed for 
the transport of dangerous goods, or for those features unique 
to containers carrying bulk liquids or for containers when 
carried by air. The term „dangerous goods“ shall have that 
meaning assigned to it by international agreements.

Article VI
' Control

1. Every container which has been approved unter Article III 
is subject to control in the territory of the Contracting Parties 
by officers duly authorized by such Contracting Parties. This 
control shall be limited to verifying that the container carries 
a valid Safety Approval Plate as required by the present 
Convention, unless there is significant evidence for believing 
that the condition of the container is such as to create an 
obvious risk to safety. In that case the officer carrying out 
the control shall only exercise it in so far as it may be 
necessary to ensure that the container is restored to a safe 
condition before it continues in service.
2. Where the container appears to have 'become unsafe as a 
result of a defect wlich may have existed when the con­
tainer was approved, the Administration responsible for that 
approval shall be .informed by the Contracting Party which 
detected the defect.

Article VII
Signature, ratification, acceptance, approval and accession

1. The present Convention shall be open for signature until 
15 January 1973 at the Office of the United Nations at Geneva 
and subsequently from 1 February 1973 until 31 December 
1973 inclusive at the Headquarters of the Inter-Governmental 
Maritime Consultative Organization at London (hereinafter 
referred to as „the Organization“) by all States Members of 
the United Nations or Members of any of the Spezialized 
Agencies or of the International Atomic Energy Agency 
or Parties to the Statute of the International Court of Justice, 
and by any other State invited by the General Assembly of 
the United Nations to become a Party to the present Con­
vention.
2. The present Convention is subject to ratification, accep­
tance or approval by States which have signed it.
3. The present Convention Shall remain open for accession 
by any State referred to in paragraph 1.
4. Instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or acces­
sion shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the 
Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization 
(hereinafter referred to as „the Secretary-General“).

Article VIII
Entry into force

1. The present Convention shall enter into force twelve 
months from the date of the deposit of the tenth instrument 
of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession.

2. For each State ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding 
to the present Convention after the deposit of the tenth 
instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, 
the present Convention shall enter into force twelve months 
after the date of the deposit by such State of its instrument 
of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession.
3. Any State which becomes a Party to the present Con­
vention after the entry into force of an amendment shall, 
failing an expression of a different intention by that State,

(a) be considered as a Party to the Convention as amended; 
and

(b) be consided as a Party to the unamended Convention 
in relation to any Party to the Convention not bound by the 
amendment.

Article IX
Procedure for amending any part or parts 

of the present Convention
1. The present Convention may be amended upon the proposal 
of a Contracting Party by any of the procedures specified in 
this article.

2. Amendment after consideration in the Organization:
(a) Upon the request of a Contracting Party, any amend­

ment proposed by it to the present Convention will be con­
sidered in the Organization. If adopted by a majority of 
two-thirds of those present and voting in the Maritime Safety 
Committee of the Organization, to which all Contracting 
Parties shall have been invited to participate and vote, such 
amendment shall toe communicated to all Members of the Or­
ganization and all Contracting Parties at least six months 
prior to its consideration by the Assembly of the Organization. 
Any Contracting Party which is not a Member of the Organi­
zation shall be entitled to participate and vote when the 
amendment is considered by the Assembly.

(b) If adopted by a two-thirds majority of those present 
and voting in the Assembly, and if such majority includes a 
two-thirds majority of the Contracting Parties present and 
voting, the amendment shall be communicated by the Secre­
tary-General to all Contracting Parties for their acceptance.

(c) Such amendment shall come .into force twelve months 
after the date on which it is accepted by two thirds of the 
Contracting Parties. The amendment shall come into force with 
respect to all Contracting Parties except those which, before 
it comes into force, make a declaration that they do not 
accept the amendment

3. Amendment by a Conference:
Upon the request of a Contracting Party, concurred in toy at 

least one third of the Contracting Parties, a Conference to 
which the States referred to in Article VII shall be invited 
will be convened by the Secretary-General.

Article X
Special procedure for amending the annexes

1. Any amendment to the annexes proposed by a Contracting 
Party shall be considered in the Organization at the request 
of that Party.
2. If adopted by a two-thirds majority of those present and 
voting in the Maritime Safety Committee of the Organization 
to which all Contracting Parties shall have been invited to 
participate and to vote, and if such majority includes a two- 
thiirds majority of the Contracting Parties present and voting, 
such amendment shall toe communicated by the Secretary- 
General to all Contracting Parties for their acceptance.
3. Such an amendment shall enter into force on a date to be 
determined by the Maritime Safety Committee at the time 
of its adoption, unless toy a prior date determined by the 
Maritime Safety Committee at the same time one fifth or 
five of the Contracting Parties, whichever number is less, 
notify the Secretary-General of their objection to the amend-


