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2. Notwithstanding the provisions of article 1 (c) of these 
Regulations, constituent parts of the container which, for 
practical reasons, have to include empty spaces (for example, 
between the partitions of a double wall) shall be permitted. 
In order that the said spaces cannot be used to conceal goods:

(i) it shall not be possible to remove and replace the 
lining inside the container without leaving visible 
traces; or

(ii) the number of the said spaces shall be kept to a 
minimum and these spaces shall be readily accessible 
for Customs inspection.

Article 3

Containers capable of being folded or dismantled

Containers capable of being folded or dismantled shall be 
subject to the provisions of articles 1 and 2 of these Regu­
lations; in addition, they shall be fitted with a bolting system 
which locks the various parts together once the container has 
been erected. This bolting system must be capable of being 
sealed by the Customs if it is on the outside of the container 
when the latter has been erected.

Article 4 

Sheeted containers

1. Where applicable, the provisions of articles 1, 2 and 3 of 
these Regulations shall apply to sheeted containers. In 
addition, these containers shall conform to the provisions of 
this article.

2. The sheet shall be either of strong canvas or of plastic- 
covered or rubberized cloth, which shall be of sufficient 
strength and unstretchable. It shall be in good condition and 
made up in such a way that once the closing device has been 
secured, it is impossible to gain access to the load without 
leaving visible traces.

3. If the sheet is made up of several pieces, their edges shall 
be folded into one another and sewn together with two seams 
at least 15 mm apart. These seams shall be made as shown 
in sketch No. 1 appended to these Regulations; however, 
where in the case of certain parts of the sheet (such as flaps 
at the rear and reinforced corners) it is not possible to 
assemble the pieces in that way, it shall be sufficient to fold 
the edge of the top section and make the seams as shown in 
sketch Nr. 2 appended to these Regulations. One of the seams 
shall be visible, only from the inside and the colour of the 
thread used for that seam shall be clearly different from the 
colour of the sheet itself and from the colour of the thread 
used for the other seam. All seams shall be machine-sewn.

4i If the sheet is of plastic-covered cloth, and is made up of 
several pieces, the pieces may alternatively be welded toge­
ther in the manner shown in sketch No. 3 appended to these 
Regulations. The edges of the pieces shall overlap by at 
least 15 mm. The pieces shall be fused together over the 
whole width of the overlap. The edge of the outer sheet shall be 
covered with a band of plastic material at least 7 mm wide, 
affixed by the same welding process. The plastic band and a 
width of at least 3 mm on each side shall have a well-marked 
uniform relief stamped on it. The pieces shall be welded in 
such a way that they cannot be separated and rejoined 
without leaving visible traces.

5. Repairs shall be made in accordance with the method des­
cribed in sketch No. 4 appended to these Regulations; the 
edges shall be folded into one another and sewn together with 
two visible seams at least 15 mm apart; the colour of the 
thread' visible from the inside shall be different from that of 
the thread visible from the outside and from that of the sheet 
itself; all seams shall be machine-sewn. When a sheet which 
has been damaged near the edges is repaired by replacing the

damaged part by a patch, the seam can also be made im accord­
ance with the provisions of paragraph 3 of this article and 
sketch No. 1 appended to these Regulations. Sheets of plastic- 
covered cloth may alternatively be repaired in accordance 
with the method described in paragraph 4 of this article, but 
in that case the weld must be made on both sides of the 
sheet, the patch being fitted on the inside of the sheet.

6. (a) The sheet shall be fixed to the container in strict 
compliance with the conditions set forth in article 1 (a) and 
(b) of these Regulations. The following types of fastening shall 
be provided:

(i) metal rings fixed to the container;
(ii) eyelets in the edge of the sheet;

(iii) a fastening passing through the rings above the sheet 
and visible from the outside for its entire length.

The sheet shall overlap solid parts of the container by at least 
250 mm, measured from the centre of the securing rings, 
unless the system of construction of the container by itself 
prevents all access to the goods.

(b) When the edge'of a sheet is to be permanently secured 
to a container, the joint shall be continuous and effected by 
means of solid devices.

7. The interval between rings and between eyelets shall not 
exceed 200 mm. The eyelets shall be reinforced.

8. The following fastenings shall be used:
(a) steel wire rope of at least 3 mm diameter; or
(b) a rope of hemp or sisal of at least 8 mm diameter 

encased in a transparent unstretchable plastic sheath.

Wire ropes may have a transparent unstretchable plastic 
sheath.

9. Each rope shall be in one piece and have a hard metal 
end-piece at each end. The fastener of each metal end-piece 
shall include a hollow rivet passing through the rope so as to 
allow the introduction of the thread or the strap of the 
Customs seal. The rope shall remain visible on either side 
of the hollow rivet so that it is possible to ensure that the 
rope is in one piece (see sketch No. 5 'appended to these Regu­
lations).

10. At the openings in. the sheet, used for loading and un­
loading, the two edges of the sheet shall have an adequate 
overlap. .They shall also be fastened by:

(a) a flap sewn or welded in accordance with paragraphs 3 
and 4 of this article;

(b) rings and eyelets meeting, the conditions of paragraph 7 
of this article; and

(c) a thong made of appropriate material, in one piece and 
unstretchable, at least 20 mm wide and 3 mm thick, passing 
trought the rings and holding together the two edges of the 
sheet and the flap; the thong shall be secured inside the 
sheet and fitted with an eyelet, to take the rope mentioned in 
paragraph 8 of this article.
A flap shall not be required if a special device, such as a 
baffle plate,- is fitted, which prevents access to the goods 
without leaving visible traces.

11. The identification marks, which must appear on the con­
tainer in accordance with Annex 1, and the approval plate 
provided for in Annex 5, shall in no circumstances be covered 
by the sheet.

Article 5
Transitional provisions

Until 1 January 1977, end-pieces shall be allowed which 
conform to sketch No. 3“ appended to these Regulations, even if 
they include hollow rivets of a type previously accepted with 
holes of dimensions less than those given in the sketch.


