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United Nations. The Director General of the Agency shall 
notify each State party to this Agreement of the administra­
tive arrangements so concluded.

Section 29. States parties to this Agreement shall recognize 
and accept the United Nations laissez-passer issued to officials 
of the Agency as valid travel documents.

Section 30. Applications for visas, where required, from 
officials of the Agency holding United Nations laissez-passer, 
when accompanied by a certificate that they are travelling 
on the business of the Agency, shall be dealt with as speedily 
as possible. In addition, such person shall be granted facilities 
for speedy travel.

Section 31. Similar facilities to those specified in section 30 
shall be accorded to experts and other persons who, though 
not holders of United Nations laissez-passer, have a certificate 
that they are travelling on the business of the Agency.

Section 32. The Director General, the Deputy Directors 
General and other; officials of a rank not lower than head 
of division of the Agency, travelling on United Nations 
laissez-passer on the business of the Agency, shall be granted 
the same facilities for travel as are accorded to officials of 
comparable rank in diplomatic missions.

ARTICLE X 

Settlement of Disputes

Section 33. The Agency shall make provision for appropriate 
modes of settlement of:

(a) Disputes arising out of contracts or other disputes of 
a private character to which the Agency is a party;

(b) Disputes involving any official or expert of the Agency 
who by reason of his official position enjoys immunity, 
if immunity has not been waived in accordance with 
sections 21 or 25.
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Section 34. Unless in any case it is agreed by the parties to 
have recourse to another mode of settlement, all differences 
arising out of the interpretation or application of the present 
Agreement shall be referred to the International Court of 
Justice, in accordance with the Statute of the Court. If a 
difference arises between the Agency and a Member and 
they do not agree on any other mode of settlement, a request 
shall be made for an advisory opinion on any legal question 
involved, in accordance with Article 96 of the Charter of the 
United Nations and Article 65 of the Statute of the Court 
and the relevant provisions of the agreement concluded 
between the United Nations and the Agency. The opinion 
given by the Court shall be accepted as decisive by the 
parties.

ARTICLE XI

Interpretation

Section 35. The provisions of this Agreement shall be 
interpreted in the light of the functions with which the 
Agency is entrusted by its Statute.

Section 36. The provisions of this Agreement shall in no 
way limit or prejudice the privileges and immunities which 
have been, or may hereafter be, accorded to the Agency by 
any State by reason of the location in the territory of that 
State of the Agency’s Headquarters or regional offices, or of 
officials, experts, materials, equipment or facilities in 
connexion with Agency projects or activities, including the 
application of safeguards to an Agency project or other 
arrangement. This Agreement shall not be deemed to prevent 
the conclusion between the Agency and any State party 
thereto of supplemental agreements adjusting the provisions 
of this Agreement or extending or curtailing the privileges 
and immunities thereby granted.

Section 37. This Agreement shall not itself operate so as 
to abrogate, or derogate from, any provisions of the Statute 
of the Agency or any rights or obligations which the Agency 
may otherwise have, acquire or assume.

ARTICLE XII 

Final Provisions

Section 38. This Agreement shall be communicated to every 
Member of the Agency for acceptance. Acceptance shall be 
effected by the deposit with the Director General of an 
instrument of acceptance, and the Agreement shall come into 
force as regards each Member on the date of deposit of that 
Member’s instrument of acceptance. It is understood that, 
when an instrument of acceptance is deposited on behalf 
of any State, that State will be in a position under its own 
law to give effect to the terms of this Agreement The Director 
General shall transmit a certified copy of this Agreement to 
the Government of every State now or hereafter becoming 
a Member of the Agency, and shall inform all Members of 
the deposit of each instrument of acceptance and of the filing 
of any notification of denunciation provided for in section 39.

It shall be permissible for a Member to make reservations 
to this Agreement. Reservations may be made only at the 
time of the deposit of the Member’s instrument of acceptance, 
and shall immediately be communicated by the Director 
General to all Members of the Agency.

Section 39. This Agreement shall continue in force as 
between the Agency and every Member which has deposited 
an instrument of acceptance for so long as that Member 
remains a Member of the Agency, or until a revised 
agreement has been approved by the Board of Governors and 
that Member has become a party to this revised agreement, 
provided that if a Member files a notification of denunciation 
with the Director General this Agreement shall cease to be 
in force with respect to such Member one year after the 
receipt of such notification by the Director General.

Section 40. At the request of one-third of the States parties 
to this Agreement, the Board of Governors of the Agency 
shall consider whether to approve amendments thereto. 
Amendments approved by the Board shall enter into force 
upon their acceptance in accordance with the procedure 
provided in section 38.


