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(d) for the purpose of their communications with the United 
Nations, the right to use codes and to receive papers or cor­
respondence by courier or in sealed bags;

(e) the same facilities in respect of currency or exchange 
restrictions as are accorded to representatives of foreign gov­
ernments on temporary official missions;

0) the same immunities and facilities in respect of their 
personal baggage as are accorded to diplomatic envoys.

Section 23. Privileges and immunities are granted to experts 
in the interests of the United Nations and not for the personal 
benefit of the individuals themselves. The Secretary-General 
shall have the right and the duty to waive the immunity of 
any expert in any case where, in his opinion, the immunity 
would impede the course of justice and it can be waived with­
out prejudice to the interests of the United Nations. i

Article VII 

UNITED NATIONS LAISSEZ-PASSER

Section 24.' The United Nations may issue United Nations 
laissez-passer to its officials. These laissez-passer shah be re­
cognized and accepted as valid travel documents by the au­
thorities of Members, taking into account the provisions of 
section 25.

Section 25. Applications for visas (where required) from the 
holders of United Nations laissez-passer, when accompanied 
by a certificate that they are travelling on the business of 
the United Nations, shall be dealt with as speedily as possible. 
In addition, such persons shall be granted facilities for speedy 
travel.

Section 26. Similar facilities to those specified in section 25 
shall be accorded to experts and other persons who, though 
not the holders of United Nations laissez-passer, have a cer­
tificate that they are travelling on the business of the United 
Nations.

Section 27. The Secretary-General, Assistant Secretaries- 
General and Directors travelling on United Nations laissez- 
passer on the business of the United Nations shall be granted 
the same facilities as are accorded to diplomatic envoys.

Section 28. The provisions of this article may be applied 
to the comparable officials of specialized agencies if the agree­
ments for relationship made under Article 63 of the Charter 
so provide.

Article V I I I  
SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

f

Section 29. The United Nations shall make provisions for 
appropriate modes of settlement of:

(a) disputes arising out of contracts or other disputes of a 
private law character to which the United Nations is a party;

(b) disputes involving any official of the United Nations 
who by reason of his official position enjoys immunity, if 
immunity has not been waived by the Secretary-General.

Section 30. All differences arising out of the interpretation 
or application of the present convention shall be referred to 
the International Court of Justice, unless in any case it is 
agreed by the parties to have recourse to another mode of 
settlement. If a difference arises between the United Nations 
on the one hand and a Member on the other hand, a request 
shall be made for an advisory opinion on any legal question 
involved in accordance with Article 96 of the Charter and 
Article 65 of the Statute of the Court. The opinion given by 
the Court shall be accepted as decisive by the parties.

Final article
Section 31. This convention is submitted to every Member 

of the United Nations for accession.
Section 32. Accession shall be effected by deposit of an in­

strument with the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
and the Convention shall come into force as regards each 
Member on the date of deposit of each instrument of acces­
sion.

Section 33. The Secretary-General shall inform all Members 
of the United Nations of the deposit of each accession.

Section 34. It is understood that, when an instrument of 
accession is deposited on behalf of any Member, the Member 
will be in a position under its own law to give effect to the 
terms of this Convention.

Section 35. This Convention shall continue in force as be­
tween the United Nations and every Member which has de­
posited an instrument of accession for so long as that Member 
remains a Member of the United Nations, or until a revised 
general convention has been approved by the General As­
sembly and that Member has become a party to this revised 
convention.

Section 36. The Secretary-General may conclude with any 
Member or Members supplementary agreements adjusting the 
provisions of this Convention so far as that Member or those 
Members are concerned. These supplementary agreements 
shall in each case be subject to the approval of the General 
Assembly.


