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functions and during their journey to and from the place 
of meeting, enjoy the following privileges and immunities:

(a) immunity from personal arrest or detention and from 
seizure of their personal baggage, and, in respect of words 
spoken or written and all acts done by them in their capacity 
as representatives, immunity from legal process of every kind;

(b) inviolability for all papers and documents;

(c) the right to use codes and to receive papers or corres­
pondence by courier or in sealed bags;

(d) exemption in respect of themselves and their spouses 
from immigration restrictions, alien registration or national 
service obligations in the state they are visiting or through 
which they are passing in the exercise of their functions;

(e) the same facilities in respect of currency or exchange 
restrictions as are accorded to representatives of foreign gov­
ernments on temporary official missions;

(/) the same immunities and facilities in respect of their 
personal baggage as are accorded to diplomatic envoys, and 
also

(g) such other privileges, immunities and facilities not in­
consistent with the foregoing as diplomatic envoys enjoy, ex­
cept that they shall have no right to claim exemption from 
customs duties on goods imported (otherwise than as part of 
their personal baggage) or from excise duties or sales taxes.

Section 12. In order to secure, for the representatives of 
Members to the principal and subsidiary organs of the United 
Nations and to conferences convened by the United Nations, 
complete freedom of speech and independence in the discharge 
of their duties, the immunity from legal process in respect of 
words spoken or written and all acts done by them in dis­
charging their duties shall continue to be accorded, notwith­
standing that the persons concerned are no longer the rep­
resentatives of Members.

Section 13. Where the incidence of any form of taxation 
depends upon residence, periods during which the represent­
atives of Members to the principal and subsidiary organs of 
the United Nations and to conferences convened by the United 
Nations are present in a state for the discharge of their duties 
shall not be considered as periods of residence.

Section 14. Privileges and immunities are accorded to the 
representatives of Members not for the personal benefit of the 
individuals themselves, but in order to safeguard the in­
dependent exercise of their functions in connection with the 
United Nations. Consequently a Member not only has the right 
but is under a duty to waive the immunity of its represent­
ative in any case where in the opinion of the Member the 
immunity would impede the course of justice, and it can be 
waived without-prejudice to the purpose for which the im­
munity is accorded.

Section 15. The provisions of sections 11, 12 and 13 are not 
applicable as between a representative and the authorities of 
the State of which he is a national or of which he is or has 
been the representative.

Section 16. In this article the expression “representatives” 
shall be deemed to include all delegates, deputy delegates, 
advisers, technical experts and secretaries of delegations.
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- Article V 

OFFICIALS

Section 17. The Secretary-General will specify the categories 
of officials to which the provisions of this articlp and 
article VII shall apply. He shall submit these categories to 
the General Assembly. Thereafter these categories shall be

communicated to the Governments of all Members. The 
names of the officials included in these categories shall from 
time to time be made known to the Governments of Members.

Section 18. Officials of the United Nations shall:
(a) be immune from legal process in respect of words 

spoken or written and all acts performed by them in their 
official capacity;

(b) be exempt from taxation on the salaries and emolu­
ments paid to them by the United Nations;

(c) be immune from national service obligations;

(d) be immune, together with their spouses and relatives 
dependent on them, from immigration restrictions and alien 
registration;

(e) be accorded the same privileges in respect of exchange 
facilities as are accorded to the officials of comparable ranks 
forming part of diplomatic missions to the Government con­
cerned;

Cf) be given, together with their spouses and relatives de­
pendent on them, the same repatriation facilities in time of 
international crisis as diplomatic envoys;

(g) have the right to import free of duty their furniture and 
effects at the time of first taking up their post in the country 
in question.

Section 19. In addition to the immunities and privileges 
specified in section 18, the Secretary-General and all Assistant 
Secretaries-General shall be accorded in respect of themselves, 
their spouses and minor children, the privileges and immu­
nities, exemptions and facilities accorded to diplomatic envoys, 
in accordance with international law.

Section 20. Privileges and immunities are granted to officials 
in the interests of the United Nations and not for the personal 
benefit of the individuals themselves. The Secretary-General 
shall have the right and the duty to waive the immunity of 
any official in any case where, in his opinion, the immunity 
would impede the course of justice and can be waived with­
out prejudice to the interests of the. United Nations. In the 
case of the Secretary-General, the Security Council shall have 
the right to waive immunity.

Section 21. The United Nations shall cooperate at all times 
with the appropriate authorities of Members to facilitate the 
proper administration of justice, secure the observance of 
police regulations and prevent the occurrence of any abuse 
in connection with the privileges, immunities and facilities 
mentioned in this article.

Article VI

EXPERTS ON MISSIONS FOR THE UNITED NATIONS

Section 22. Experts (other than officials coming within the 
scope of article V) performing missions for the United Nations 
shall be accorded such privileges and immunities as are ne­
cessary for the independent exercise of their functions during 
the period of their missions, including the time spent on 
journeys in connection with their missions. In particular they 
shall be accorded:

(a> immunity from personal arrest or detention and from 
seizure of their personal baggage;

(b) in respect of words spoken or written and acts done by 
them in the course of the performance of their mission, im­
munity from legal process of every kind. This immunity from 
legal process shall continue to be accorded notwithstanding 
that the persons concerned are no longer employed on mis­
sions for the United Nations;

(c) inviolability for all papers and documents;


