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shall be borne by the State where they are in residence, and 
the cost of the remainder of the journey shall be borne by 
the State of origin.

ARTICLE 20
The Parties to the present Convention shall, if they have 

not already done so, take the necessary measures for the 
supervision of employment agencies in order to prevent per
sons seeking employment, in particular women and children, 
from being exposed to the danger of prostitution.

ARTICLE 21
The Parties to the present Convention shall communicate 

to the Secretary-General of the United Nations such laws and 
regulations as have already been promulgated in their States, 
and thereafter annually such laws and regulations as may be 
promulgated, relating to the subjects of the present Conven
tion, as well as all measures taken by them concerning the 
application of the Convention. The information received shall 
be published periodically by the Secretary-General and sent 
to all Members of the United Nations and to non-member 
States to which the present Convention is officially commu
nicated in accordance with article 23.

ARTICLE 22
If any dispute shall arise between the Parties to the present 

Convention relating to its interpretation or application and 
if such dispute cannot be settled by other means, the dispute 
shall, at the request of any one of the Parties to the dispute, 
be referred to the International Court of Justice.

ARTICLE 23
The present Convention shall be open for signature on 

behalf of any Member of the United Nations and also on 
behalf of any other State to which an invitation has been 
addressed by the Economic and Social Council.

The present Convention shall be ratified and the instru
ments of ratification shall be deposited with the Secretary- 
General of the United Nations.

The States mentioned in the first paragraph which have 
not signed the Convention may accede to it.

Accession shall be effected by deposit of an instrument of 
accession with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

For the purposes of the present Convention the word 
“State” shall include all the colonies and Trust Territories of 
a State signatory or acceding to the Convention and all terri
tories for which such State is internationally responsible.

ARTICLE 24
The present Convention shall come into force on the nine

tieth day following the date of deposit of the second instru
ment of ratification or accession.

For each State ratifying or acceding to the Convention after 
the deposit of the second instrument of ratification or acces
sion, the Convention shall enter into force ninety days after 
the deposit by such State of its instrument of ratification or 
accession.

ARTICLE 25
After the expiration of five years from the entry into force 

of the present Convention, any Party to the Convention may 
denounce it by a written notification addressed to the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Such denunciation shall take effect for the Party making 
it one year from the date upon which it is received by the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

ARTICLE 26
The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform 

all Members of the United Nations and non-member States 
referred to in article 23:

(a) Of signatures, ratifications and accessions received in 
accordance with article 23;

(b) Of the date on which the present Convention will come 
into force in accordance with article 24;

(c) Of denunciations received in accordance with article 25.

ARTICLE 27
Each Party to the present Convention undertakes to adopt, 

in accordance with its Constitution, the legislative or other 
measures necessary to ensure the application of the Conven
tion.

ARTICLE 28
The provisions of the present Convention shall supersede 

in the relations between the Parties thereto the provisions of 
the international instruments referred to in sub-paragraphs 1, 
2, 3 and 4 of the second paragraph of the Preamble, each of 
which shall be deemed to be terminated when all the Parties 
thereto shall have become Parties to the present Convention.

IN FAITH WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly author
ized thereto by their respective Governments, have signed the 
present Convention, opened for signature at Lake Success, 
New York, on the twenty-first day of March, one thousand 
nine hundred and fifty, a certified true copy of which shall 
be transmitted by the Secretary-General to all the Members 
of the United Nations and to the non-member States referred 
to in article 23.

FINAL PROTOCOL

Nothing in the present Convention shall be deemed to 
prejudice any legislation which ensures, for the enforcement 
of the provisions for securing the suppression of the traffic 
in persons and of the exploitation of others for purposes of 
prostitution, stricter conditions than those provided by the 
present Convention.

The provisions of articles 23 to 26 inclusive of the Conven
tion shall apply to the present Protocol.


