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Article 12

The States Parties to this Convention shall respect the cul-
tural heritage within the territories for the international rela-
tions of which they are responsible, and shall take all appro-

priate measures to prohibit and prevent = the illicit import,
export and transfer of ownership of cultural property in such
territories.
Article 13
The States Parties to this Convention also undertake, con-

sistent with the laws of each State:

(a) To prevent by all appropriate means transfers of owner-
ship of cultural property likely to promote the illicit
import or export of such property;

(b) to ensure that their competent services co-operate in
facilitating  the earliest possible restitution of illicitly
exported cultural property to its rightful owner;

(¢) to admit actions for recovery of lost or stolen items of
cultural property brought by or on behalf of the right-
ful owners;

(d) to recognize the indefeasible right of each State Party

to this Convention to classify and declare certain cul-
tural property as inalienable which should therefore
ipso facto not be exported, and to facilitate recovery

of such property by the State concerned in cases where
it has been exported.

Article 14

In order to prevent illicit export and to meet the obligations
arising from the implementation of this Convention, each State
Party to the Convention should, as far as it is able, provide
the national services responsible for the protection of its
cultural heritage with an adequate budget and, if necessary,
should set up a fund for this purpose.

Article 15

Nothing in this Convention shall prevent States Parties
thereto from concluding special agreements among themsel-
ves or from continuing to implement agreements already con-
cluded regarding the restitution of cultural property removed,
whatever the reason, from its territory of origin, before the
entry into force of this Convention for the States concerned.

Article 16
The States Parties to this Convention shall in their periodic
reports submitted to the General Conference of the United
Nations  Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization on

dates and in a manner to be determined by it, give informa-

tion on the legislative and administrative provisions whidi
they have adopted and other action which they have taken
for the application of this Convention, together with details

of the experience acquired in this field.

Article 17

1. The States Parties to this Convention may call on the

technical assistance of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization, particularly as re-
gards:

* (a) Information and education;
(b) consultation and expert advice;
(¢) co-ordination and good offices.

2. The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization may, on its own initiative conduct research
and publish studies on matters relevant to the illicit
movement of cultural property.

3. To this end, the United Nations Educational, Scientific

and Cultural Organization may also call on the co-opera-
tion of any competent non-governmental organization.

4.  The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization may, on its own initiative, make proposals

to States Parties to this Convention for its implementa-
tion.

5. At the request of at least two States Parties to this Con-
vention which are engaged in a dispute over its imple-
mentation, Unesco may extend its good offices to reach
a settlement between them.

Article 18
This Convention is drawn up in English, French, Russian
and Spanish, the four texts being equally authoritative.

Article 19

1. This Convention shall be subject to ratification or accept-
ance by States members of the United Nations Education-
al, Scientific and Cultural Organization in accordance with
their respective constitutional procedures. -

2. The instruments of ratification or acceptance shall be
deposited with the Director-General of the United Na-
tions Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.

Article 20

1. ~This Convention shall be open to accession by all States
not members of the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization which are invited to accede

to it by the Executive Board of the Organization.

2. Accession shall be effected by the deposit of an instru-
ment of accession with the Director-General of the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.

Article 21

This Convention shall enter into force three months after
the date of the deposit of the third instrument of ratification,
acceptance or accession, but only with respect to those States
which have deposited their respective instruments on or before
that date. It shall enter into force with respect to any other
State three months after the deposit of its instrument of
ratification, acceptance or accession.

Article 22
The States Parties to this Convention recognize that the
Convention is applicable not only to their metropolitan terri-
tories but also to all territories for the international relations
of which they are responsible; they undertake to consult, if
necessary, the governments or other competent authorities
of these territories on or before ratification, acceptance or

accession with a view to securing the application of the Con-
vention to those territories, and to notify the Director-General
of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization of the territories to which it is applied, the no-
tification to take effect three months after the date of its
receipt. .
Article 23

1. Each State Party to this Convention may denounce the
Convention on its own behalf or on behalf of any terri-
tory. for whose international relations it is responsible.

2. The denunciation shall be notified by an instrument in
writing, deposited with the Director-General of the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.

3. The denunciation shall take effect twelve months after
the receipt of the instrument of denunciation.

Article 24

The Director-General of the United Nations Educational,

Scientific and Cultural Organization shall  inform the States

members of the Organization, the States not members of the

Organization which are referred to in Article 20, as well as
the United Nations, of the deposit of all the instruments of
ratification, acceptance and accession provided for in Arti-



