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CONVENTION ON THE MEANS OF PROHIBITING 

AND PREVENTING THE ILLICIT IMPORT, EXPORT 

AND TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP OF CULTURAL 

PROPERTY

The General Conference of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization, meeting in Paris from 
12 October to 14 November 1970, at its sixteenth session,

Recalling the importance of the provisions contained in the 
Declaration of the Principles of International Cultural Co
operation, adopted by the General Conference at its fourteenth 
session,

Considering that the interchange of cultural property among 
nations for scientific, cultural and educational purposes in
creases the knowledge of the civilization of Man, enriches the 
cultural life of all peoples and inspires mutual respect and 
appreciation among nations,

Considering that cultural property constitutes one of the 
basic elements of civilization and national culture, and that 
its true value can be appreciated only in relation to the fullest 
possible information regarding its origin, history and tradi
tional setting,

Considering that it is incumbent upon every State to 
protect the cultural property existing within its territory 
against the dangers of theft, clandestine excavation, and illicit 
export.

Considering that, to avert these dangers, it is essential for 
every State to become increasingly alive to the moral obliga
tions to respect its own cultural heritage and that of all na
tions,

Considering that, as cultural institutions, museums, libraries 
and archives should ensure that their collections are built up 
in accordance with universally recognized moral principles,

Considering that the illicit import, export and transfer of 
ownership of cultural property is an obstacle to that under
standing between nations which it is part of Unesco’s mission 
to promote by recommending to interested States, internation
al conventions to this end,

Considering that the protection of cultural heritage can be 
effective only if organized both nationally and internationally 
among States working in close co-operation,

Considering that the Unesco General Conference adopted a 
Recommendation to this effect in 1964,

Having before it further proposals on the means of pro
hibiting and preventing the illicit import, export and transfer 
of ownership of cultural property, a question which is on the 
agenda for the session as item 19,

Having decided, at its fifteenth session, that this question 
should be made the subject of a international convention,

Adopts this Convention on the fourteenth day of November 
1970.

Article 1
For the purposes of this Convention, the term “cultural prop

erty” means property which, on religious or secular grounds, 
is specifically designated by each State as being of importance 
for archaeology, prehistory, history, literature, art or science 
and which belongs to the following categories:

(a) Rare collections and specimens of fauna, flora, minerals 
and anatomy, and objects of palaeontological interest;

(b) property relating to history, including the history of 
science and technology and military and social history,

to the life of national leaders, thinkers, scientists and 
artists and to events of national importance;

(c) products of archaeological excavations (including regu
lar and clandestine) or of archaeological discoveries;

(d) elements of artistic or historical monuments or archae
ological sites which have been dismembered;

(e) antiquities more than one hundred years old, such as 
inscriptions, coins and engraved seals;

(f) objects of ethnological interest;
(g) property of artistic interest, such as:

(i) pictures, paintings and drawings produced entirely 
* by hand on any support and in any material (ex

cluding industrial designs and manufactured arti
cles decorated by hand);

(ii) original works of statuary art and sculpture in any 
material;

(iii) original engravings, prints and lithographs;
(iv) original artistic assemblages and montages in any 

material;
(h) rare manuscripts and incunabula, old books, documents 

and publications of special interest (historical, artistic, 
scientific, literary, etc.) singly or in collections;

(i) postage, revenue and similar stamps, singly or ir. collec
tions;

(j) archives, including sound, photographic and cinemato
graphic archives;

(k) articles of furniture more than one hundred years old 
and old musical instruments.

Article 2
1. The States Parties to this Convention recognize that the 

illicit import, export and transfer of ownership of cul
tural property is one of the main causes of the impove
rishment of the cultural heritage of the countries of origin 
of such property and that international co-operation con
stitutes one of the most efficient means of protecting each 
country’s cultural property against all the dangers result
ing therefrom.

2. To this end, the States Parties undertake to oppose such 
practices with the means at their disposal, and particular
ly by removing their causes, putting a stop to current 
practices, and by helping to make the necessary repara
tions.

Article 3
The import, export or transfer of ownership of cultural 

property effected contrary to the provisions adopted under 
this Convention by the States Parties thereto, shall be illicit.

Article 4
The States Parties to this Convention recognize that for the 

purpose of the Convention property which belongs to the 
following categories forms part of the cultural heritage of 
each State:

(a) Cultural property created by the individual or collec
tive genius of nationals of the State concerned, and cul
tural property of importance to the State concerned 
created within the territory of that State by foreign


