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2. Consideration by the Agency of resolutions relating to it 
adopted by the General Assembly or any of the Councils of 
the United Nations and the submission of reports, when 
requested, to the appropriate organ of the United Nations 
on the action taken by the Agency or by its members in 
accordance with this Statute as a result of such consideration.

ARTICLE XVII 

Settlement of disputes

A. Any question or dispute concerning the interpretation 
or application of this Statute which is not settled by nego­
tiation shall be referred to the International Court of Justice 
in conformity with the Statute of the Court, unless the par­
ties concerned agree on another mode of settlement.

B. The General Conference and the Board of Governors are 
separately empowered, subject to authorization from the 
General Assembly of the United Nations, to request the 
International Court of Justice to give an advisory opinion on 
any legal question arising within the scope of the Agency’s 
activities.

ARTICLE XVIII 

Amendments and withdrawals

A. Amendments to this Statute may be proposed'by any 
member. Certified copies of the text of any amendment pro­
posed shall be prepared by the Director General and com­
municated by him to all members at least ninety days in 
advance of its consideration by the General Conference.

B. At the fifth annual session of the General Conference 
following the coming into force of this Statute, the question 
of a general review of the provisions of this Statute shall be 
placed on the agenda of that session. On approval by a 
majority of the members present and voting, the review will 
take place at the following General Conference. Thereafter, 
proposals on the question of a general review of this Statute 
may be submitted for decision by the General Conference 
under the same procedure. . *

C. Amendments shall come into force for all members 
when:

(i) Approved by the General Conference by a two-thirds 
majority of those present and voting after consideration of 
observations submitted by the Board of Governors on each 
proposed amendment, and

(ii) Accepted by two-thirds of all the members in accord­
ance with their respective constitutional processes. Accept­
ance by a member shall be effected by the deposit of an 
instrument of acceptance with the depositary Government 
referred to in paragraph C of article XXI.

D. At any time after five years from the date when this 
Statute shall take effect in accordance with paragraph E of 
article XXI or whenever a member is unwilling to accept an 
amendment to this Statute, it may withdraw from the 
Agency by notice in writing to that effect given to the depo­
sitary Government referred to in paragraph C of article XXI, 
which shall promptly inform the Board of Governors and all 
members.

E. Withdrawal by a member from the Agency shall not 
affect its contractual obligations entered into pursuant to 
article XI or its budgetary obligations for the year in which 
it withdraws.

ARTICLE XIX 

Suspension of privileges

A. A member of the Agency which is in arrears in the 
payment of its financial contributions to the Agency shall 
have no vote in the Agency if the amount of its arrears 
equals or exceeds the amount of the contributions due from 
it for the preceding two years. The General Conference may, 
nevertheless, permit such a member to vote if it is satisfied 
that the failure to pay is due to conditions beyond the control 
of the member.

B. A member which has persistently violated the provisions 
of this Statute or of any agreement entered into by it pur­
suant to this Statute may be suspended from, the exercise of 
the privileges and rights of membership by the General 
Conference acting by a two-thirds majority of the members 
present and voting upon recommendation by the Board of 
Governors.

ARTICLE XX 

Definitions

As used in this Statute:

1. The term “special fissionable material” means pluto­
nium-239 ; uranium-233; uranium enriched in the isotopes 235 
or 233; any material containing one or more of the foregoing; 
and such other fissionable material as the Board of Gover­
nors shall from time to time determine; but the term “special 
fissionable material” does not include source material.

2. The term ‘“uranium enriched in the isotopes 235 or 233” 
means uranium containing the isotopes 235 or 233 or both in 
an amount such that the abundance ratio of the sum of these 
isotopes to the isotope 238 is greater than the ratio of the 
isotope 235 to the isotope 238 occurring in nature.

3. The term “source material” means uranium containing 
the mixture of isotopes occurring in nature; uranium deple­
ted in the isotope 235; thorium; any of the foregoing in the 
form of metal, alloy, chemical compound, or concentrate; 
any other material containing one or more of the foregoing 
in such concentration as the Board of Governors shall from 
time to time determine; and such other material as the Board 
of Governors shall from time to time determine.

ARTICLE XXI 

Signature, acceptance, and entry into force

A. This Statute shall be open for signature on 26 October 
,1956 by all States Members of the United Nations or of any 
of the specialized agencies and shall remain open for signa­
ture by those States for a period of ninety days.

B. The signatory States shall become parties to this Statute 
by deposit of an instrument of ratification.

C. Instruments of ratification by signatory States and 
Instruments of acceptance by States whose membership has 
been approved under paragraph В of article IV of this
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