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3. EMPFOHLEN, daß die Änderungsvorschläge zu diesem 
Abkommen oder seinen Anlagen möglichst vor ihrer Vor­
lage gemäß Artikel 14 Absatz 1 oder Artikel 13 Absatz 2 
zunächst in Expertenberatungen der Vertragsparteien und 
nötigenfalls der anderen in Artikel 6 Absatz 1 des Ab­
kommens erwähnten Staaten sowie der in Artikel 14 Ab­
satz 5 des Abkommens erwähnten internationalen Orga­
nisationen beraten werden.

EUROPEAN AGREEMENT CONCERNING 
THE INTERNATIONAL CARRIAGE 
OF DANGEROUS GOODS BY ROAD 

(ADR)

The Contracting Parties,
Desiring to increase the safety of international transport 

by road.
Have agreed as follows:

ARTICLE 1
For the purpose of this Agreement,
(a) The term “vehicle” shall mean motor vehicles, articu­

lated vehicles, trailers and semi-trailers, as defined in 
article 4 of the Convention on Road Traffic of 19 September 
1949, other than vehicles belonging to or under the orders 
of the armed forces of a Contracting Party;

(b) The term “dangerous goods” shall mean those 
substances and articles the international carriage by road of 
which is prohibited by, or authorized only on certain condi­
tions by, annexes A and В;

(c) The term “international transport” shall mean any 
transport operation performed on the territory of at least 
two Contracting Parties by vehicles defined in (a) above.

ARTICLE 2
1. Subject to the provisions of article 4, paragraph 3, 

dangerous goods barred from carriage by annex A shall not 
be accepted for international transport.

2. International transport of 'other dangerous goods shall 
be authorized subject to compliance with:

(a) The conditions laid down in annex A for the goods 
in question, in particular as regards their packaging and 
labelling, and

(b) The conditions laid down in annex B, in particular 
as regards the construction, equipment and operation of the 
vehicle carrying the goods in question, subject to the provi­
sions of article 4, paragraph 2.

ARTICLE 3
The annexes to this Agreement shall form an integral part 

thereof.
ARTICLE 4

1. Each Contracting Party shall retain the right to regulate 
or prohibit, for reasons other than safety during carriage, 
the ,entry of dangerous goods into its territory.

2. Vehicles in service on the territory of a Contracting 
Party at the time of entry into force of this Agreement or 
brought into service on such territory within two months 
after its entry into force shall be allowed, (for a period of 
three years from such entry into force, to perform the inter­
national transport of dangerous goods even if their construc­
tion and equipment do not entirely conform to the require­
ments laid down in annex В for the transport operation in 
question. Under special clauses of annex B, however, this 
period may be reduced.

3. The Contracting Parties shall retain the right to arrange, 
by special bilateral or multilateral agreements, that certain 
of the dangerous goods which under this Agreement are 
barred from all international transport may, subject 
to certain conditions, be accepted for international 
transport on their territories, or that dangerous goods

which under this Agreement are acceptable for international 
transport only on specified conditions may be accepted for 
international transport on their territories under conditions 
less strengent than those laid down in the annexes to this 
Agreement. The special bilateral or multilateral agreements 
referred to in this paragraph shall be communicated to the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall communi­
cate them to the Contracting Parties which are not signatories 
to the said agreements. —

ARTICLE 5
The transport operations to which this Agreement applies 

shall remain subject to national or international regulations 
applicable in general to road traffic, international road trans­
port and international trade.

ARTICLE 6
1. Countries members of the Economic Commission for 

Eürope and countries admitted to the Commission in a con­
sultative capacity under paragraph 8 of the Commission’s 
terms of reference may become Contracting Parties to this 
Agreement:

(a) By signing it;
(b) By ratifying it after signing it subject to ratification;
(c) By acceding to it.
2. Such countries as may participate in certain activities 

of the Economic Commission for Europe in accordance with 
paragraph 11 of the Commission’s terms of reference may 
become Contracting Parties to this Agreement by acceding 
to it after its entry into force.

3. The Agreement shall be open for signature until 
15 December 1957. Thereafter, it shall be open for accession.

4. Ratification or accession shall be effected by the 
depositing of an instrument with the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations.

ARTICLE 7
1. This Agreement shall enter into force one month after the 

date on which the number of countries mentioned in article 6. 
paragraph 1, which have signed it without reservation of rati­
fication of have deposited their instruments of ratification or 
accession has reached a total of five. However, the annexes 
thereto shall not apply until six months after the entry into 
force of the Agreement itself.

2. For any country ratifying or acceding to this Agreement 
after five of the countries referred to in article 6, paragraph 1. 
have signed it without reservation of ratification or have 
deposited their instruments of ratification or accession, this 
Agreement shall enter into force one month after the said 
country has deposited its instrument of ratification or 
accession and the annexes thereto shall apply for the said 
country either on the same date, if they are already in force 
by that date, or, if they are not in force by that date, on the 
date on which they apply under the provisions of paragraph 1 
of this article.

ARTICLE 8
1. Any Contracting Party may denounce this Agreement 

by so notifying the Secretary-General of the United Nations.
2. Denunciation shall take effect twelve months after the 

date of receipt by the Secretary-General of the notification 
of denunciation.

ARTICLE 9
1. This Agreement shall cease to have effect if, after its 

entry into force, the number of Contracting Parties is less 
than five during twelve consecutive months.

2. In the event of the conclusion of a worldwide agree­
ment for the regulation of the transport of dange­
rous goods, any provision of this Agreement which 
is contrary to any provision of the said worldwide agreement 
shall, from the date on which the latter enters into force, 
automatically cease to apply to relations between the Parties 
to this Agreement which become parties to the worldwide 
agreement, and shall automatically be replaced by the 
relevant provision of the said worldwide agreement.


