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Article 20
Each Member undertakes that It will, within eighteen 

months after the adoption by the Health Assembly of a 
convention or agreement, take action relative to the accept­
ance of such convention or agreement. Each Member shall 
notify the Director-General of the 'action taken and if it 
does not accept such convention or agreement within the 
time limit, it will furnish a statement of the reasons for 
non-acceptance. In case of acceptance, each Member agrees 
to make an annual report to the Director-General in accord­
ance with Chapter XIV.

' , Article 21
The Health Assembly shall have authority to adopt regula­

tions concerning:
(a) sanitary and quarantine requirements and other pro­

cedures designed to prevent the international spread 
of disease;

(b) nomenclatures with respect to diseases, causes of death 
and public health practices;

(c) standards with respect to diagnostic procedures for 
international use;

(d) standards with respect to the safety, purity and pot­
ency of biological, pharmaceutical and similar products 
moving in international commerce;

(e) advertising and labelling of biological, pharmaceutical 
and similar products moving in international com­
merce.

Article 22
Regulations adopted pursuant to Article 21 shall come into 

force for all Members after due notice has been given of 
their adoption by the Health Assembly except for such Mem­
bers as may notify the Director-General of rejection or reser­
vations within the period stated in the notice.

Article 23
The Health Assembly shall have authority to make recom­

mendations to Members with respect to any matter within 
the competence of the Organization.

CHAPTER VI
THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

Article 24
The Board shall consist of twenty-four persons designated 

by as many Members. The Health Assembly, taking into 
account an equitable geographical distribution, shall elect 
the Members entitled to designate a person to serve on the 
Board. Each of these Members should appoint to the Board 
a person technically qualified in the field of health, who may 

- be accompanied by alternates and advisers.

Article 25
These Member shall be elected for three years and may 

be re-elected, provided that of the twelve Members elected 
at the first session of the Health Assembly held after the 
coming into force of the amendment to this Constitution in­
creasing the membership of the Board from eighteen to. 
twenty- four the terms of two.Members shall be for one year 
and the terms of two Members shall be for (two years, as 
determined by lot.

Article 26
The Board shall meet at least twice a year and shall deter­

mine the place of each meeting.

Article 27
The Board shall elect its Chairman from among its mem­

bers and shall adopt its own rules of procedure.

Article 28 
The functions of thq Board shall be:
(a) to give effect to the decisions and policies of the 

Health Assembly;
(b) to act as the executive organ of the Health Assembly;
(c) to perform any other functions entrusted to it ,by the 

Health Assembly;
(d) to advise the Health Assembly on questions referred to 

it by that body and on matters assigned to the Organi­
zation by conventions, agreements and regulations;

(e) to submit advice or proposals to the Health Assembly
on its own initiative; •

(f) to prepare the agenda of meetings of the Health 
Assembly;

(g) to submit to the Health Assembly for consideration
and approval a general programme of work covering 
a specific period; r

(h) to study all questions within its competence;
(i) to take emergency measures within the functions and 

financial resources of the Organization to deal with 
events requiring immediate action. In particular it may 
authorize the Director-General to take the necessary 
steps to combat epidemics, to participate in the organi­
zation of health relief to victims of a calamity and to 
undertake studies and research the urgency of which 
has been drawn to the attention of the Board by any 
Member or by the Director-General.

Article 29

The Board shall exercise on behalf of the whole Health 
Assembly the powers delegated to it by that body.

CHAPTER ѴП

THE SECRETARIAT

Article 30

The Secretariat shall comprise the Director-General and 
such technical and administrative staff as the Organization 
may require.

Article 31

The Director-General shall be appointed by the Health 
Assembly on the nomination of the Board on such terms as 
the Health Assembly may determine. The Director-General, 
subject to the authority of the Board, shall be the chief tech­
nical and administrative officer of the Organization.

Article 32

The Director-General shall be ex officio Secretary of the 
Health Assembly, of the Board, of all commissions and com­
mittees of the Organization and of conferences convened by 
it. He may delegate these functions.

Article 33

The Director-General or his representative may establish 
a procedure by agreement with Members, permitting him, for 
the purpose of discharging his duties, to have direct access 
to their various departments, especially to their health 
administrations and to national health organizations, govern­
mental or non-governmental. He may also establish direct 
relations with international organizations whose activities 
come within the competence of the Organization. He shall 
keep Regional Offices informed on all matters involving 
their respective areas.

Article 34
The Director-General shall prepare and submit annually 

to the Board the financial statements and budget estimates 
of the Organization.


