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of Chapter XIX and in accordance with their constitutional 
processes provided that 'such signature or acceptance shall be 
completed before the first session of the Health Assembly.

Article 6

Article 15

The Board, after consultation with the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations, shall determine the date of each 
annual and special session.

Subject to the conditions of any agreement between the 
United Nations and the Organization, approved pursuant to 
Chapter XVI, States which do not become Members in accor­
dance with Articles 4 land 5 may apply to become Members 
and shall be admitted as Members when their application 
has been approved by a simple majority vote of the Health 
Assembly.

Article 7
If la Member fails to meet its financial obligations to the 

Organization or in other exceptional circumstances the 
Health Assembly may, on such conditions as it thinks proper, 
suspend the voting privileges and services to which a Mem­
ber is entitled. The Health Assembly shall have the autho­
rity to restore such voting privileges and services.

Article 8
Territories or groups of territories which are not respon­

sible for the conduct of their international relations may be 
admitted as Associate Members by the Health Assembly 
upon application made on behalf of such territory or group 
of territories by the Member or other authority having 
responsibility for their international relations. Representati­
ves of Associate Members to the Health Assembly should be 
qualified by their technical competence in the field of health 
and should be chosen from the ..native (population. The nature 
and extent of the rights and obligations of Associate Mem­
bers shall be determined 'by the Health Assembly.

CHAPTER IV

ORGANS

Article 9
The work of the Organization shall be carried out by:
(a) The World Health Assembly (herein called the Health 

Assembly);
(b) The Executive Board (hereinafter called the Board);
(c) The Secretariat.

CHAPTER V
THE WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

Article 10
The Health Assembly shall be composed of delegates repre­

senting Members.
Article 11

Each Member shall be represented by not more than three 
delegates, one of whom shall be designated (by the Member as 
chief delegate. These delegates should be chosen from among 
persons most qualified by their technical competence in the 
field of health, preferably representing the national health 
administration of the Member.

Article 12'
Alternates and advisers may accompany»delegates.

Article 13
The Health Assembly shall meet in regular annual session 

and in such special sessions as '-may be necessary. Special 
sessions shall be convened at the 'request of 'the Board or of a 
majority of the Members.

Article 14
The Health Assembly, at each annual session, shall select 

the country or region in which the next annual session shall 
be held, the Board subsequently fixing the place. The Board 
shall determine the place where a Special session shall be 
held.

Article 16

The Health Assembly shall elect its President and other 
officers at the beginning of each annual session. They shall 
hold office until their successors are elected.

Article 17

The Health Assembly shall adopt its own rules of proce­
dure.

Article 18

The functions of ithe Health Assembly shall be:
(a) to determine the policies of the Organization;
(b) to name the Members entitled to designate a person to 

serve on the Board;
(c) to appoint the Director-General;
(d) to review and approve reports and activities of the 

Board and of the Director-General and to instruct the 
Board in regard to matters upon which action, study, 
investigation or report may be considered desirable;

(e) to establish such committees as may be considered 
necessary for the work of the Organization;

(f) to supervise the financial policies of the Organization 
and to review and approve the budget;

(g) to instruct the Board and the Director-General to bring 
to the attention of Members and of international or­
ganizations, governmental or non-governmental, any 
matter with regard to health which the Health Assem­
bly may consider appropriate;

(h) to invite any organization, international or national, 
governmental or non-governmental, which has respon­
sibilities related to those of the Organization, to appoint 
representatives to participate, without right of vote, in 
its meetings or in those of the committees and confer­
ences convened under its authority, on conditions 
prescribed by the Health Assembly; but in the case 
of national organizations, invitations shall be issued 
only with the consent of the government concerned;

(i) to consider recommendations bearing on health made 
by the General Assembly, the Economic and Social 
Council, the Security Council or Trusteeship Council 
of the United Nations, and to report to them on the 
steps taken by the Organization to give effect to such 
recommendations;

(j) to report to the Economic and Social Council in 
accordance with any agreement between the Organ­
ization and the United Nations;

(k) to promote and conduct research in the field of health 
by the personnel of the Organization, by the establish­
ment of its own institutions or by co-operation with 
official or non-official institutions of any Member 
with.the consent of its government;

(l) to establish such other institutions as it may consider 
desirable;

(m) to take any other appropriate action to further the 
objective of the Organization.

Article 19
The Health Assembly shall have authority to adopt con­

ventions or agreements with respect to any matter within 
the competence of the Organization. A two-thirds vote of the 
Health Assembly shall be required for 'the adoption of such 
conventions or agreements which shall come into force for 
each Member when accepted by it in accordance with its 
constitutional processes.


